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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

British Summer Time 
Lord Spicer: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will further consider the 
practice of changing the clocks between British Summer Time and Greenwich Mean 
Time. … 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (Baroness Wilcox): My Lords, we have been changing 
the clocks between British Summer Time and Greenwich Mean Time for a century 
in order to benefit from lighter evenings. The dates on which we do so are now 
fixed by the European Community directive on summer time, so there is no scope 
for change. 

Lord Spicer: … is she aware that no relevant organisations now support the turning 
back of the clocks in the autumn? In other words, they all favour more daylight time, with 
the possible exception of the Government of Scotland. 

Baroness Wilcox: Yes, I am of course aware that many organisations throughout 
the country would like to see a change. However, other industries-the construction 
industry et cetera-really do not. … as the Prime Minister has made clear, we can 
make a change only if there is consensus throughout the United Kingdom, which, 
of course, includes Scotland. … 
… much of the evidence points both ways when you start looking at it. … We 
cannot support the Bill that is going through as it is presently formed … 

Lord Dubs: My Lords, I am a bit puzzled by the Minister's first Answer. Is she saying that 
we could not adjust our time to that of the bulk of western Europe without permission 
from Brussels? … 

Baroness Wilcox: On changing the date, the EC ninth directive on summer time 
harmonised for an indefinite period the dates on which summer time begins and 
ends across the united Union, in order to make sure that everyone is certain when 
the start and end dates occur and to avoid obvious risk of confusion, especially for 
cross-border trade and travel. As the directive is enforced across the EU, it would 
not be possible for the United Kingdom to change the dates. … 

Baroness Corston: My Lords, will the Minister cast her mind back to the 1960s, when 
we had a two-year experiment involving a change to British Summer Time, which was 
voted for overwhelmingly by Parliament? Does she recall that two years later Parliament 
voted overwhelmingly to go back to the status quo, because the experience was very 
depressing? … It was a total disaster. 
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Baroness Wilcox: The noble Baroness is quite right. I have a timeline here that 
expresses exactly what she has just said and I am completely with her on this. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110525-
0001.htm#11052568000402  

 
 

Scottish Government 

First Minister sets out priorities    
[Mr Salmond said] … In the age of Twitter and texts, the dreams of a free-speaking world 
are contaminated by viral strains of bitterness. Technology has given fresh energy to old 
hatreds and pustulant sectarianism again seeps across our land. Well, it will be stopped: 
I will not have people living in fear from some idiotic 17th Century rivalry in the 21st 
century. And I will not have Scotland torn apart by the memory of battles that no-one 
alive fought in, and by confected rivalry between faiths that long ago united in the 
ecumenical movement. We are all children of the past, but we are capable of growing up 
and saying - not here, no more. … Such hatred - of the self, of others and of our society - 
shall end. … 
To read the full press release and transcript see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/05/26110705 
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Holocaust 

Department of Communities and Local Government 

Government announces £2.1m funding to Auschwitz-Birkenau foundation 
Today Foreign Secretary William Hague and Communities Secretary Eric Pickles 
announced a £2.1 million Government contribution to the preservation of the Auschwitz-
Birkenau concentration camp … 
Communities Secretary Eric Pickles said: "Auschwitz-Birkenau is an important place of 
remembrance. It is vital that we do not forget it. Just as we collect and preserve the 
stories of eyewitnesses, it is our collective responsibility to ensure that Auschwitz-
Birkenau stands as a perpetual reminder of the pain and destructive force of hate. We 
must ensure that the lessons from the Holocaust are taught today and to future 
generations. Today I am proud to reaffirm the Government's commitment to 
remembering the Holocaust." 
The Foreign Secretary William Hague said: "I am determined that the Government should 
take an active approach to preserving the memory of the Holocaust. Auschwitz-Birkenau 
is a searing reminder of the horrific consequences of intolerance and hatred. It should 
never be forgotten. I am proud that the UK is able to play a part in commemorating the 
millions of victims who died there, educating future generations of the evils of that period 
in history and ensuring its preservation for many years to come." 
Sir Andrew Burns, UK Envoy for post-Holocaust issues said: 
"Auschwitz-Birkenau is a symbol of the horrors of the Holocaust and a warning of what 
can happen when hatred is allowed to flourish. The number of visitors to the camp 
continues to grow, showing that it has become a place of reflection and commemoration 
for the whole world. There is a continued need for a place people can visit to learn about 
and understand what happened. The preservation of the camp will enable us to keep the 
memory of the Holocaust alive for future generations." 
Lord Greville Janner of Braunstone, Chairman of the Holocaust Educational Trust, 
commented: "Auschwitz-Birkenau is the site of the largest mass murder in human history  
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and an iconic symbol of the Holocaust. The Holocaust Educational Trust has urged the 
UK Government to provide financial support for the upkeep of the site and today's 
commitment of £2.1 million sends a clear message that we have a responsibility to 
safeguard the future of the camp. 
"Through our Lessons from Auschwitz Project the Holocaust Educational Trust gives over 
3,000 British students each year the opportunity to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau, this 
announcement will ensure that when young people visit Auschwitz, they will see for 
themselves what can happen when racism and prejudice is allowed to go unchecked." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1911229  
or 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=601574882  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Syria 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of access to the city of Dera'a for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency.[HL9110] 

Baroness Verma: We are maintaining close contact with the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) on the implications of events in Syria for their 
operations. 
On 9 May UNWRA announced that events in Syria had forced it to suspend or 
limit services in a number of areas across the country, in particular to the 30,000 
Palestinian refugees in and around the city of Dera'a. An UNRWA Relief and 
Social Service team gained access to Dera'a on 16 May. UNRWA have since 
reported to the Department for International Development (DfID) that all UNRWA's 
facilities in Dera'a are open again, but that the situation in the city remains tense. 
The Government remain greatly concerned about the situation in Dera'a. We urge 
Syria to put an immediate end to violence and grant full access to all humanitarian 
agencies to Dera'a and other affected areas. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110525w0001.htm#110
52567000227  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
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Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/su062-iiic.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justi
ce_2011_-_2015.htm  
 

Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Practices that contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (closing date 21 June 2011) 
The UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance, Mr. Githu Muigai, will receive contributions for a 
forthcoming report to the General Assembly. Contributions should be sent to 
racism@ohchr.org  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm   
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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