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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
steps he has taken to tackle anti-Semitism since April 2011; what assessment he has 
made of the performance of the Cross-Government Working Group to Tackle anti-
Semitism; what recent (a) representations he has received from and (b) discussions he 
has had with members of the House of Lords on this issue; and if he will make a 
statement. [56611] 

Andrew Stunell: The Department of Communities and Local Government 
regularly receives representations from hon. Members of both Houses on issues 
of anti-Semitism. Since April 2011 a number of meetings and discussions have 
been held with individuals and organisations to take forward Government's work 
to tackle anti-Semitism. The work of the Cross-Government Working Group is 
regularly assessed to ensure that key actions are followed up and delivered. The 
Government's latest response to tackling anti-Semitism can be found in the 'Three 
Years On Progress Report' which can be found at: 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/antisemitismresponse  

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
whether officials in his Department with policy responsibility for dealing with anti-
Semitism (a) have regular access to and (b) read Jewish weekly newspapers in the 
course of their official duties; and if he will make a statement. [56612] 

Andrew Stunell: Officials in the Department with responsibility for dealing with 
anti-Semitism have regular access to Jewish weekly newspapers and read them 
in the course of their official duties. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110524/text/110524w0
008.htm#1105257000037  

 
Education: English Baccalaureate 

Lord Anderson of Swansea: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations 
have been received about the place of religious education in the proposed English 
baccalaureate. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Hill of 
Oareford): MyLords, since announcing the subjects that would count towards the 
English baccalaureate in the 2010 performance tables, the department has 
received a wide range of correspondence on whether it should include religious 
studies. Ministers and departmental officials have held a number of meetings with 
interested parties. … 
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Lord Anderson of Swansea: My Lords, surely the inevitable consequence of the 
exclusion of religious studies as an examination subject in the English baccalaureate will 
be its downgrading and increasing marginalisation. Is that what the Government intend? 
Given the widespread popular support for religious studies as evidenced by a petition 
signed by well over 100,000 people, would not the Government be well advised to 
consider a possible two-out-of-three option for the humanities component of the English 
baccalaureate? That means two out of history, geography and the very popular and 
rigorous religious studies. 

Lord Hill of Oareford: … On the noble Lord's point about the marginalisation of 
religious studies, I am glad to say that in recent years the opposite has been the 
case-more pupils have been studying religious studies at GCSE … 

The Lord Bishop of Blackburn: My Lords, the Church of England is concerned about 
high-quality RE and religious studies not only for the 1 million pupils in its own schools 
and academies. Is the Minister aware that it is not just religious organisations that feel 
dismayed at the exclusion of RE from the English baccalaureate? 

Lord Hill of Oareford: … I am aware … that those views have been expressed 
not only by churches and faith bodies but also more widely. It is generally 
accepted that religious studies plays an important role in educating children and 
giving them an understanding of some of the ethical and moral issues that we 
want all our children to learn about. 

Lord Judd: My Lords, does the Minister accept that many of us who favour the inclusion 
of religious education in the syllabus are equally anxious that the tradition of humanism 
should be there alongside specific religious studies? 

Lord Hill of Oareford: The noble Lord illustrates one of the difficulties that one 
has when one starts to expand the number of subjects … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110524-
0001.htm#11052476000595  

 
 

Home Affairs Committee 

Roots of Violent Radicalisation 
… the Home Affairs Committee announced a new inquiry to examine the root causes of 
violent radicalisation in the UK, the individuals and groups particularly vulnerable to 
radicalisation and where this radicalisation tends to take place, in relation to the primary 
terrorist threats facing the UK. 
Specifically, the Committee intends: 

 To determine the major drivers of, and risk factors for recruitment to, terrorist 
movements linked to (a) Islamic fundamentalism (b) Irish dissident republicanism 
and (c) domestic extremism; 

 To examine the relative importance of prisons and criminal networks, religious 
premises, universities and the internet as fora for violent radicalisation; 

 To examine the operation and impact of the current process for proscribing 
terrorist groups; 

 To consider the appropriateness of current preventative approaches to violent 
radicalisation, in light of these findings, including the roles of different 
organisations at national and local level; and 

 To make recommendations to inform implementation of the Government’s 
forthcoming revised Prevent strategy. 

Organisations and individuals interested in making written submissions are invited to do 
so by Friday 8 July 2011. Submissions must be no longer than 2,500 words. … 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
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SCoJeC 

MEMO+  The New Scottish Parliament and Government 
http://www.scojec.org/memo+/2011/11v_new_sp_and_sg.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Origin Marking: Israel 
Mr Slaughter: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs for 
what reason the guidelines on place of origin labelling issued by her Department on 10 
December 2009 do not apply to all products on sale in the UK that originate in Israeli 
settlements. [56220] 

Mr Paice: The technical advice referred to by the hon. Member only applies to 
fresh produce since representations made to this department prior to its issue 
suggested that labelling guidance would be of particular value in relation to that 
category of imports from the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Origin labelling of 
products other than food and drink is the responsibility of the Department for 
Business, Innovation and Skills. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110524/text/110524w0
002.htm#11052480000058  
 

Middle East: Demonstrations 
David Simpson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on recent Nakba Day protests. [57109] 

Alistair Burt: Nakba day demonstrations took place in many countries across the 
middle east on the weekend of 13-15 May 2011. The Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), issued a statement on 15 May 2011 expressing 
his concerns and regret: 
“I am deeply concerned by the violence on Israel’s borders today and saddened 
by the loss of life. I call on all parties to exercise restraint and ensure that civilian 
life is protected. These developments make clearer than ever that a lasting and 
comprehensive resolution to the conflicts in the region is urgently needed and will 
only be achieved through negotiation.” 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110524/text/110524w0
004.htm#11052480000118  
 

Palestinians: Borders 
Mr Douglas Alexander: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what discussions he has had with his Egyptian counterpart on the decision to 
open the Rafah border crossing to Gaza. [56334] 

Mr Hague: Despite the expressed wish of the Egyptian Government to relax the 
border controls with Gaza, there has been no change to the operation of the 
Rafah border crossing since it was re-opened after the revolution. The Egyptian 
authorities continue to apply strictly the categories of those who are permitted to 
travel, including those requiring hospital treatment in Egypt, university students, 
residency holders and foreign passports holders. 
During my visit to Egypt on 2 May, I asked the Egyptian Foreign Minister, Nabil al-
Arabi, about Egypt's stated intention to relax the Rafah crossing controls in the 
context of concerns about security in Egypt. Mr al-Arabi explained that the  
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Egyptian Government was committed to alleviating the suffering of people in Gaza 
and, in that context, intended to reopen fully the Rafah crossing as soon as was 
possible. However, the modalities of doing so were taking longer than they had 
originally expected. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110524/text/110524w0
004.htm#11052480000119  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they are making to 
the Government of Israel about the arrests, reported on 5 May, of two members of the 
Palestinian Legislative Council, Mr Khairy Aj-Jabari and Mr Ali Romanin.[HL9095] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware that Mr Khairy Aj-Jab'ari and Mr Ali Romanin were 
arrested on 5 May by the Israeli Defence Force. We have not made any 
representations to the Government of Israel about these particular cases. 
The UK remains concerned, however, about the detention of Palestinians. The UK 
along with EU partners continues to monitor the situation with regard to 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons and to raise our concerns with the Israeli 
Government. We continue to call on the Government of Israel to uphold the 
application of due process and treatment of Palestinian detainees. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the decision of the Government of Israel to suspend the construction of the West Bank 
barrier in Al-Walajeh; and what representations they have made about the suggested re-
routing of the barrier away from the village.[HL9111] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are aware that in March 2011 the Israeli district 
court agreed that work on the western part of the wall surrounding Al-Walaja 
should stop until June 2011 while archaeological work was completed. Since then, 
the lawyer representing the village council has submitted a petition to the 
administrative committee responsible asking for objections to be heard about the 
expropriation order confiscating land in Al Walaja. This is still pending. 
We recognise Israel's right to defend itself but the Israeli separation barrier, where 
it is constructed on the Palestinian side of the Green Line, is illegal under 
international law. This remains an issue of concern and we will continue to watch 
developments closely. The situation in Al Walaja has led to several other West 
Bank towns along the route of the barrier fearing the same fate. 
We were also concerned about the recent demolition orders issued on 11 May for 
seven houses in the village of Al Walaja. The villagers' lawyer succeeded in 
securing a court decision to prevent the demolitions being carried out within 72 
hours against all seven houses. The court deferred the orders for seven days 
pending a response from the Ministry of Interior to the points raised by the lawyer. 
The court will decide either to uphold or overturn the appeal on 19 May. This 
remains an issue of concern and we will continue to watch developments closely. 
The situation in Al Walaja is similar to several other West Bank towns along the 
route of the barrier that believe they will face the same fate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110524w0001.htm#110
52466000593  
 

Downing Street 

PM and President Obama’s press conference 
… David Cameron: … we must reach a conclusion to the Arab-Israel peace process. 
Again, I congratulated the President on his recent speech on the Middle East, which was 
bold, it was visionary, and it set out what is needed in the clearest possible terms -- an 
end to terror against Israelis and the restoration of dignity to the Palestinians; two states 
living side by side and in peace. 
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Yes, the road has been, and will be, long and arduous, but the prize is clear.  Conclude 
the peace process and you don't just bring security to the region; you deny extremists 
one of their most profound and enduring recruiting sergeants, weakening their calling and 
crippling their cause.  That is why whatever the difficulties, we must continue to press for 
a solution. … 

 

Barack Obama: … at a time when so many in the region are casting off the burdens of 
the past, we agree that the push for a lasting peace that ends the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and resolves all claims is more urgent than ever.  I appreciate the Prime 
Minister's support for the principles that I laid out last week on borders and security, 
which can provide a sound basis from which the two sides can negotiate. … 

 

My goal, as I set out in the speech I gave last week, is a Jewish state of Israel that is safe 
and secure and recognized by its neighbors, and a sovereign state of Palestine in which 
the Palestinian people are able to determine their own fate and their own future.  I am 
confident that can be achieved.  It is going to require wrenching compromise by both 
sides. 
Over the last decade, when negotiators have talked about how to achieve that outcome, 
there have been typically four issues that have been raised.  One is the issue of what 
would the territorial boundaries of a new Palestinian state look like?  Number two, how 
could Israel feel confident that its security needs were being met?  Number three, how 
would the issue of Palestinian refugees be resolved?  And number four, the issue of 
Jerusalem. 
The last two questions are extraordinarily emotional.  They go deep into how both the 
Palestinians and the Jewish people think about their own identities.  Ultimately they are 
going to be resolved by the two parties.  … 
That's not something that any party from the outside is going to be able to impose on 
them.  … 
The Israelis are properly concerned about the agreement that's been made between 
Fatah and Hamas.  Hamas has not renounced violence.  Hamas is an organization that 
has thus far rejected the recognition of Israel as a legitimate state.  It is very difficult for 
Israelis to sit across the table and negotiate with a party that is denying your right to exist, 
and has not renounced the right to send missiles and rockets into your territory 
So, as much as it's important for the United States, as Israel's closest friend and partner, 
to remind them of the urgency of achieving peace, I don't want the Palestinians to forget 
that they have obligations as well.  And they are going to have to resolve in a credible 
way the meaning of this agreement between Fatah and Hamas if we're going to have any 
prospect for peace moving forward. … 

 

I believe that Hamas, in its own description of its agenda, has not renounced violence and 
has not recognized the state of Israel.  And until they do, it is very difficult to expect 
Israelis to have a serious conversation, because ultimately they have to have confidence 
that a Palestinian state is one that is going to stick to its -- to whatever bargain is struck; 
that if they make territorial compromises, if they arrive at a peace deal, that, in fact, that 
will mean the safety and security of the Jewish people and of Israel.  And Hamas has not 
shown any willingess to make the kinds of concessions that Fatah has, and it's going to 
be very difficult for us to get a Palestinian partner on the other side of the table that is not 
observing the basic Quartet principles … the need to renounce violence, recognize the 
state of Israel, abide by previous agreements. … 

 

David Cameron:  … I described the President's speech as bold and visionary because I 
think it did an absolutely vital thing, which was to talk about '67 borders with land swaps. 
… First, that the Israelis need to know that America and her allies like Britain will always 
stand up for Israel's right to exist, right to defend herself, right to secure borders. … 
But the second thing that needs to be done is the Palestinians need to know that we 
understand their need for dignity and for a Palestinian state, using the '67 borders as land 
swaps as the start point.  … So neither side now has I believe the excuse to stand aside 
from talks. … 
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 And when you look at what had to happen in Northern Ireland in order for peace to come 
about, is there has to be some recognition and understanding on each side of the other 
side. And that is what I think is so crucial in what the President is saying about Hamas 
and Palestinian unity -- which should in some ways be a welcome development if the 
Palestinians can have one group of people, but not unless those group of people are 
prepared to accept some of what the people they're going to negotiate with desperately 
need. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=601235382  

 
 

Church of Scotland 

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland debate on Israel 
The debate, postponed from Tuesday, covered reports about Israel from both the World 
Mission, and Church and Society Councils.  
Concern was expressed that “Christian communities are in steep decline throughout 
Israel and Palestine”. However, the majority of the debate focused on the situation of 
Palestinians, and labeling to facilitate boycott of goods produced in the West Bank. One 
contributor described Israel as an “apartheid state” that treats Palestinians as second, 
third, and fourth class citizens. He described “European Christians [as] doubly complicit 
in what Israel does … because we prepared a seedbed for antisemitism that … led to the 
Holocaust … and because repentance has let us to be far too often silent as Israel 
follows a policy of dispossessing the native population of Palestine … and far too often 
killing them.” He urged a campaign of boycott, disinvestment, and sanctions to “to 
awaken the conscience of the world … and of ordinary decent Jews in Israel itself who 
are utterly blind to what is being done in their name and the human consequences of that 
… to protect the Arabs inside and outside Palestine, and to protect the Jews whose 
destruction of the lives of Palestinians is also destroying their own souls.” 
However, another contributor opposed a boycott because “if we call for a boycott on the 
West Bank then we may have to call for a boycott in occupied Kashmir … and in other 
places in the world … where would we have to draw the line?” 
The World Mission Council unveiled “investment portfolios” that will be sent to all 
congregations urging them to develop relationships with Palestinian organisations and 
individuals.  
The Church and Society Council regretfully withdrew Deliverance (Motion) 49, calling for 
a boycott of “products from unlawful Israeli settlements” since Church assets would be at 
risk if legislation to criminalise calls for a boycott, currently before the Knesset, is passed. 
The remaining Deliverances (listed in Political Affairs Brief 22/5/2011) were all passed, 
with an amendment to 48 “Recognising the complexities of the situation”. 
Information based on a detailed note available on request from the Scottish 
Council of Jewish Communities scojec@scojec.org;  
 

A very brief summary is available from the Church of Scotland  
http://stream1.churchofscotland.org.uk/about_us/general_assembly/media/docs/Wednes
day_25th_May_2011.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Palestinian, Israeli civilians face brunt of violence – UN aid chief after visit to 
region 
Palestinian and Israeli civilians are bearing the brunt of the ongoing conflict in the Middle 
East, the United Nations humanitarian chief said today, urging an end to the 
indiscriminate violence in the region. 
Speaking to reporters after a four-day visit to the region, Valerie Amos, Under-Secretary- 
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General for Humanitarian Affairs, said Israel must suspend the forced eviction and 
displacement of civilians from their homes in the occupied Palestinian territory … 
“Palestinians are utterly frustrated by the impact of Israeli policies on their lives,” she 
said. “Their homes are regularly demolished. They cannot develop their communities.” … 
She also called for the lifting of the blockade on the Gaza Strip to facilitate economic 
growth and development and reduce dependence on humanitarian aid. 
The Under-Secretary-General stressed that Israelis also had the right to live without fear 
of attack. She said she had visited an Israeli community in the town of Sderot that has 
faced constant fear and uncertainty as a result of rocket attacks from Gaza. … But she 
added that Israel must ensure that access restrictions to restricted areas are kept to the 
minimum required for its legitimate security requirements. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38491&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110524-
0001.htm#11052476000601  
 

Lords amendments to the Bill 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0195/2012195.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0195/en/12192en.pdf  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110524-
0001.htm#11052476000602  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110524-
0002.htm#11052483000185  
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Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/su062-iiib.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justi
ce_2011_-_2015.htm  
 

Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Practices that contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (closing date 21 June 2011) 
The UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance, Mr. Githu Muigai, will receive contributions for a 
forthcoming report to the General Assembly. Contributions should be sent to 
racism@ohchr.org  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
** Roots of Violent Radicalisation (closing date 8 July 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/inquiries/roots-of-violent-radicalisation/  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm   
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