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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

Children’s experience and attitudes towards the police, personal safety and public 
spaces: Findings from the 2009/10 British Crime Survey interviews with children 
aged 10 to 15 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/science-research-statistics/research-
statistics/crime-research/hosb0811/hosb0811?view=Binary  

 
 

Church of Scotland 

Reports to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, currently in session, include: 
Church and Society Council  
18.4 Islamophobia and Anti-Semitism 
18.4.1 We believe that some racist organisations and movements are using religion as a 
proxy for race in their rhetoric and action. In particular we are concerned at the violent 
targeting of Muslim and Jewish property and communities. 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/5812/ga11_bluebook.pdf  

 
 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Commission issues initial response to government consultation on its powers and 
duties 
… The Commission's principal concerns are: 

 that the governance and financial changes proposed by the government are 
disproportionate; will involve unnecessarily complicated legal changes and 
substantial expense to the public purse; distract the Commission from its 
modernisation programme. … 

 that the proposed legal changes to the Commission's powers will increase 
bureaucracy and make litigation more likely, whilst removing its capabilities to help 
settle disputes without recourse to law; … 

 that the document offers no encouragement to modernise equality work … 
propose innovative approaches to advice and guidance that would involve the 
voluntary sector and the "Big Society" … [or] consider engaging with the 
government's agenda of localism … 
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To read the full press release see 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/news/2011/may/commission-issues-initial-response-
to-government-consultation-on-its-powers-and-duties/  
 
EHRC response to the Government consultation 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/about-us/vision-and-mission/government-
consultation-on-our-future/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister: Settlement activity should stop  
Minister for the Middle East and North Africa Alistair Burt comments following Israel's 
announcement that 1500 additional settlements will be built in East Jerusalem.  
UK Foreign Minister Alistair Burt said: “I am deeply disappointed with Israel’s 
announcement on 19 May to build up to 1500 settlement units in the East Jerusalem 
settlements of Har Homa and Pisgat Zeev. This decision came on the same day as 
President Obama’s important speech on the Middle East, which set out a clear path 
towards peace between the Palestinians and Israelis. Settlement activity is a recognised 
obstacle to this path. It is illegal under international law and should stop. The UK 
continues to call on Israel to cease unhelpful and destabilising activity and instead help 
build the conditions that allow meaningful negotiations to resume.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=599262982  
 
 

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland 

Reports to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, currently in session, include: 
Church and Society Council: Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories 

World Mission Council: Investing in Peace 
 

Deliverances (proposed Motions) to be voted on by the General Assembly include: 

Church and Society Council (vote to be held Tuesday 24 May) 
48. Instruct the Church and Society Council to work with ecumenical and civil society 
partners to continue to lobby for the introduction of labelling of products in the UK which 
clearly identify whether they are from an illegal Israeli settlement. 
49. Instruct the Church and Society Council to work with ecumenical and civil society 
partners to lobby for a UK ban of products from unlawful Israeli settlements. 
50. Commend the World Council of Churches initiative World Week for Peace in 
Palestine and Israel and encourage congregations and presbyteries to observe the week 
using resources produced by the WCC. 
51. Instruct the Church and Society Council to report on the situation in Gaza to the 2012 
Assembly. 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/5812/ga11_bluebook.pdf  
 
World Mission Council (vote will be held Wednesday 25 May) 
9.  Commend the Council for seeking to engage every member of the Church of Scotland 
in support of peacemaking in Israel and Palestine. 
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BBC 

Andrew Marr interview with Barack Obama 
… Andrew Marr: In your speech on the Middle East you took the, to many people, 
surprising step of talking about the 1967 borders. Is that where America now stands? 

Barack Obama: It is. But the truth is that we were stating what I think most 
observers of the long history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict recognise as the 
obvious - which is that if you're going to have any kind of peace, you're going to 
have two states side by side. 

You can't have a little archipelago of Palestinian territory? 
Barack Obama: No. You're going to have two states. And the basis for 
negotiations will involve looking at the 1967 border, recognising that conditions on 
the ground have changed, and there are going to need to be swaps to 
accommodate the interests of both sides. That's on the one hand. 
On the other hand, and this was an equally important part of the speech, Israel's 
going to have to feel confident about its security on the West Bank. And that the 
security element is going to be important to the Israelis. They will not be able to 
move forward unless they feel that they themselves can defend their territory, 
particularly given what they've seen happen in Gaza, and the rockets that have 
been fired by Hezbollah. 
So our argument is let's get started on a conversation about territory and about 
security. That doesn't resolve all the issues. You still end up having the problem of 
Jerusalem, and you still end up having the problem of refugees. But if we make 
progress on what two states would look like, and the, a, reality sets in among the 
parties this is how it's going to end up, then it becomes easier for both sides to 
make difficult concessions to resolve those two other issues. 

Andrew Marr: Hamas and Fatah have come together. And in the autumn, they're going 
to go to the United Nations and ask for formal recognition of statehood. Is there a 
problem from your point of view with that? Would you back it or would you veto it? How 
would you regard that? 

Barack Obama: I do think it's a problem for two reasons. Number one, Hamas 
still hasn't recognised Israel's right to exist and renounce violence, and recognise 
that negotiations are the right path for solving this problem. And it's very difficult 
for Israel in a realistic way to say we're going to sit across the table from 
somebody who denies our right to exist. And so that's an issue that the 
Palestinians are going to have to resolve.  

Andrew Marr: Would you veto that approach? 
Barack Obama: They've got to make a decision, first of all, in what is the official 
position of a unified Palestinian authority about how they're dealing with Israel. 
Because if they can't get past that barrier, it's going to be very hard for a 
negotiation to take place. I also believe that the notion that you can solve this 
problem in the United Nations is simply unrealistic. 
And you know, we've said directly to the Palestinians. So I'm not saying anything 
to you that we haven't said privately. That whatever happens in the United 
Nations, you are going to have to talk to the Israelis if you are going to have a 
state in which your people have self-determination. You are not going to be able 
to do an end run around the Israelis. And so I think that, you know, whatever 
efforts they mount in the United Nations will be symbolic. 
We've seen a lot of these sort of symbolic efforts before. They're not something 
that the United States is going to be particularly sympathetic towards, simply 
because we think it avoids the real problems with that have to be resolved 
between the two parties. 

Andrew Marr: And of course, all of this part of the world is in flames at the moment. And 
it's what, 50 years, since the freedom rides. You mentioned Rosa Parks yourself. And 
these are in  many ways,  the c ivil  rights  marches of today.  What  would you say to the  
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young Syrians who after Friday prayers are going to go out and they're going to confront 
batons, and they're going to be killed, some of them by bullets? The most powerful man 
in the world, what's your message to those people? 

Barack Obama: Well my message is that the power and the moral force of 
nonviolence has proven itself in the United States. The Berlin Wall came down not 
because, you know, the Soviet Union or East Germany were overthrown militarily. 
It was because people decided they were fed up and they wanted a life in which 
they had opportunity and self-determination. 
We're now seeing that in the Middle East. We've seen it in Egypt, we've seen it 
Tunisia. It's obviously extraordinary to see the courage of people who are willing 
to face down bullets and batons. 
And the part of why I wanted to give this speech is to send a very clear signal that 
the United States stands on the side of those who through nonviolent means, are 
trying to bring about a better life for themselves and their families. Now I also 
mentioned in the speech that once the initial protests are completed, once a 
transition process takes place then you get into the realm of politics. 
And it's going to be messy, and it's going to be difficult. And that's why creating 
institutions that respect the rights of minorities, and making sure that elections are 
run in a in a serious and and fair way. And recognising that compromises are 
going to be required between various sects and tribes. 
That all those elements of political struggle that we're so familiar with here in the 
West that's going to be a part of this unfolding process in the Middle East. But as 
long as people adhere to the principle that violence typically is not going to bring 
about the sort of changes that they seek then the United States is going to be 
strongly supportive of their efforts to handle voice in their lives and their affairs. … 

To read the full transcript see 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-13473065  
 
 

Middle East Quartet 

Middle East Quartet Statement 
The following statement was issued by the Middle East Quartet (United Nations, Russian 
Federation, United States, and European Union): 
The Members of the Quartet are in full agreement about the urgent need to resolve the 
conflict between Israel and the Palestinians. To that effect, the Quartet expressed its 
strong support for the vision of Israeli-Palestinian peace outlined by U.S. President 
Barack Obama on May 19, 2011. The Quartet agrees that moving forward on the basis of 
territory and security provides a foundation for Israelis and Palestinians to reach a final 
resolution of the conflict through serious and substantive negotiations and mutual 
agreement on all core issues. 
The Quartet reiterates its strong appeal to the parties to overcome the current obstacles 
and resume direct bilateral negotiations without delay or preconditions. The Quartet 
further recommits itself to its previous statements and principles. 
http://europa.eu/press_room/press_releases/index_en.htm  
 
 

United Nations 

UN and diplomatic partners stress urgent need to end Middle East conflict 
The United Nations and its diplomatic partners in the search for peace in the Middle East 
today expressed their support for the urgent need to resolve the conflict between Israel 
and the Palestinians, voicing their backing of the vision outlined by United States 
President Barack Obama ….  
… Mr. Ban said he believes  that  Mr. Obama  had offered  important  ideas  which  could  
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help the peace talks move forward, consistent with international positions and responding 
to the legitimate core concerns of both parties. 
He encouraged Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas to respond as “statesmen and peacemakers” to Mr. Obama’s speech. 
He expressed the hope that all sides will demonstrate a renewed determination to 
achieve a peace agreement that provides for two States living side-by-side in dignity, 
security and peace. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38446&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
 
UN Middle East envoy urges mutual trust to end ‘paralysis’ in peace process 
The widespread calls for political change across North Africa and the Middle East will 
have an impact on the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians… 
“The Arab-Israeli conflict will not be immune to these dramatic developments. One way or 
another, change will come to it too. This change must be shaped to positive ends,” said 
Robert Serry, the UN Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, in a briefing to the 
Security Council.  
He said there is “a genuine lack of trust” between Israel and the Palestinian leadership, 
which has prevented the resumption of the peace talks that would lead to the two-State 
solution to the long-standing conflict. …  
He acknowledged Israeli concerns about the Palestinian reconciliation accord, but 
counselled against reaching a hasty conclusion over the accord’s merits or prospects. … 
“We must encourage the formation of a non-factional government under President 
[Mahmoud] Abbas, with an effective prime minister and ministers, who are able to 
preserve the functioning security apparatus on the ground in the West Bank, adhere to 
calm out of Gaza, expand the State-building agenda, oversee reconstruction in Gaza, 
begin the process of re-integration, and prepare for new elections,” said Mr. Serry.  
He noted that calm has largely prevailed in Gaza, adding that the de facto authorities 
there must actively maintain the “encouraging and important calm. “Israel must show 
maximum restraint and ensure a conducive environment for calm.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38438&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
 
Palestinian refugees increasingly hit by ‘lifestyle’ diseases, UN report finds 
The United Nations agency helping Palestinian refugees has made progress in 
immunization and improving children’s health, but so-called “lifestyle” diseases are taking 
an increasing toll among the refugees because of poverty, unemployment and budget 
limitations, the agency’s annual health report said today. 
The report – issued by the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East – said the reduction in child mortality rates means the region is in line with the 
target set by the Millennium Development Goals, and UNRWA continues to achieve a 
near 100 per cent rate of immunization coverage among the 5 million registered refugees 
it supports. 
Sanitation and clean water services were also maintained in 2010, “notwithstanding 
difficulties faced in particular due to the closure regime and conflict in the occupied 
territories.” 
But the report said so-called lifestyle, non-communicable diseases, such as diabetes, 
“are becoming predominant” in the region. “Evidence indicates that non-communicable 
diseases account for 70 per cent to 80 per cent of deaths among Palestine refugees,”  …   
To address the challenge of non-communicable diseases, UNRWA is introducing reforms 
in its health systems, said Akihiro Seita, director of UNRWA’s health programme. “It is 
hoped that a new approach, including a focus on primary health care at the community 
level and an emphasis on key preventive health approaches including lifestyle changes, 
will minimize the need for reductions in the agency’s health services,” he said. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38454&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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UNRWA: The Annual Report of the Department of Health 2010 
reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_747.pdf    
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Other Relevant Information 

Runnymede Trust 

New Directions New Voices: Emerging Research on Race and Ethnicity    
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/NewDirectionsNewVoices-
2011.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justi
ce_2011_-_2015.htm  
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Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
** Practices that contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (closing date 21 June 2011) 
The UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance, Mr. Githu Muigai, will receive contributions for a 
forthcoming report to the General Assembly. Contributions should be sent to 
racism@ohchr.org  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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