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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 
Draft Charter for the Coroner Service for Consultation 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Justice (Mr Jonathan Djanogly): 
The Government are today publishing a draft charter for the coroner service for public 
consultation. This is part of the Government’s work to drive improvement in the current 
coroner service to address current inconsistencies and inefficiencies in the delivery of 
services across England and Wales. 
The draft charter for the coroner service sets out the minimum standards expected from 
coroners. The charter will apply to all bereaved people, witnesses and other interested 
persons who come into contact with the coroner service. The charter will for the first time 
provide a national framework that sets out the standards of service that bereaved family 
members, witnesses and other properly interested persons in a coroner’s investigation 
can expect to receive from the coroner service in England and Wales. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110519/wmstext/11051
9m0001.htm#11051945000009  

 
 

Government Equalities Office 
Progress Funding 
The European Commission is inviting proposals from Member States for funding for 
national awareness-raising activities in support of the Community's anti-discrimination 
agenda.  National authorities can nominate non-profit making organisations, e.g. an NGO 
or an equality body, to carry out activities on their behalf.   In the UK the Government 
Equalities Office is the "national authority". 
The PROGRESS programme is concerned with: 
“Raising awareness, disseminating information and promoting the debate about the key 
challenges and policy issues in relation to discrimination and the mainstreaming of anti-
discrimination in all Community policies, including among the social partners, NGOs and 
other stakeholders.” 
The following is a public link to the call for proposals, which also leads to the application 
form: http://ec.europa.eu/justice/funding/intro/funding_intro_en.htm 
The amount of funding available from the Commission is €250,000 per Member State.  
Each national authority can present one or two projects.  Activities must start in 2011, 
and can have up to 80% of total eligible costs financed.  The remainder of the costs are 
to be found from other sources. 
The Government Equalities Office, as required by the European Commission, has 
produced a framework  document Identifying the priorities and challenges for  2011/12  at  
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national level in the fight against discrimination.  The framework document can be found 
here.  Applications must be submitted to the European Commission by 15 June, following 
consideration by the UK National Authority – the Government Equalities Office. 
Applications should therefore reach GEO by 3pm on Wednesday 8 June 2011.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/progress_funding.aspx  

 
 

Scottish Government 

New Scottish Cabinet 

First Minister Alex Salmond 

Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Health, 
Wellbeing and Cities Strategy 

Nicola Sturgeon 

Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable 
Growth 

John Swinney 

Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning Michael Russell 

Cabinet Secretary for Parliamentary Business and 
Government Strategy 

Bruce Crawford 

Cabinet Secretary for Justice Kenny MacAskill 

Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment Richard Lochhead 

Cabinet Secretary for Culture and External Affairs Fiona Hyslop 

Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure and Capital Investment Alex Neil 

Minister for Commonwealth Games and Sport Shona Robison 

Minister for Public Health Michael Matheson 

Minister for Energy, Enterprise and Tourism Fergus Ewing 

Minister for Local Government and Planning Aileen Campbell 

Minister for Children and Young People Angela Constance 

Minister for Learning and Skills Alasdair Allan 

Minister for Parliamentary Business and Chief Whip Brian Adam 

Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs (with 
responsibility for tackling sectarianism) 

Roseanna Cunningham

Minister for Environment and Climate Change Stewart Stevenson 

Minister for Housing and Transport Keith Brown 

Law Officers: 

Lord Advocate  

 

Frank Mulholland 

Solicitor General  Lesley Thomson 
 

To read the full press releases see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/05/19155402 
and 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/05/20132452  
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Israel 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Pre-Foreign Affairs Council and General Affairs Council (23-24 May 2011) 
The Minister for Europe (Mr David Lidington): … 
Middle East Peace Process (MEPP)  
Ministers are likely to discuss recent developments in the MEPP, including the 
implications of the Fatah-Hamas reconciliation. There may also be conclusions. We will 
make clear our hope that the announcement of reconciliation between Fatah and Hamas 
will lead to the formation of a Government who reject violence and pursue a negotiated 
peace, and that we will judge a future Palestinian Government by their actions and their 
readiness to work for peace. 
On 15 May, the Foreign Secretary called on all parties to exercise restraint after violence 
broke out on Israel’s borders as Palestinians marked Nakba day. 
The Foreign Secretary said: 
“I am deeply concerned by the violence on Israel’s borders today and saddened by the 
loss of life. I call on all parties to exercise restraint and ensure that civilian life is 
protected. These developments make clearer than ever that a lasting and comprehensive 
resolution to the conflicts in the region is urgently needed and will only be achieved 
through negotiation”. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110519/wmstext/11051
9m0001.htm#11051945000006  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

"The UK will stand alongside the US in supporting those in the region"  
… Foreign Secretary William Hague said: “I warmly welcome President Obama’s speech 
today which set out the importance of responding to the historic developments of the 
Arab Spring. The scale of the challenge is unprecedented and our response must match 
the aspirations of people across the region. … 
I have also consistently made clear the importance of not being diverted by recent events 
from the critical need to make progress on the Middle East Peace Process. I therefore 
welcome the continued reaffirmation of US commitment to a just and lasting resolution to 
the conflict. In particular I support President Obama’s clear message that the borders of 
Israel and Palestine should be based on the 1967 lines with mutually agreed swaps, 
secure and recognised borders for both sides, a sovereign and contiguous Palestinian 
state, an Israel whose security concerns are met, and an agreement on the issues of 
Jerusalem and refugees. 
The unprecedented changes of the Arab Spring make progress on the peace process 
more urgent than ever. Today’s announcement endorsed clear parameters for a two-
state solution, which the UK has been advocating.  We urge all parties to seize this 
moment of opportunity and return as soon as possible to direct negotiations.   
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=598664882  

 
 

European Union Institute for Security Studies 

Palestinian reconciliation: a step towards peace and democracy 
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/Palestinian_reconciliation.pdf  
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United Nations 

Welcoming United States President’s Speech, Secretary-General Urges Israeli, 
Palestinian Leaders to Respond ‘as Statesmen And Peacemakers’ 
… The Secretary-General welcomes [United States] President [Barack] Obama's 
important speech on the historic developments taking place in the Middle East and North 
Africa.  … On the Middle East peace process, the Secretary-General believes that 
President Obama has offered important ideas which could help the peace talks move 
forward, consistent with international positions and responding to the legitimate core 
concerns of both parties.  He encourages Prime Minister [Benjamin] Netanyahu and 
President [Mahmoud] Abbas to respond as statesmen and peacemakers to this important 
speech.  He hopes all sides will demonstrate a renewed determination to achieve a 
peace agreement that provides for two States living side-by-side in dignity, security and 
peace. 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2011/sgsm13582.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

First Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110519-
0001.htm#11051953000789  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/su062-iira.htm  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justi
ce_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
The draft charter for the current Coroner Service (closes 5 September 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/cp52011.htm  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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