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Home Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Religious Education 
includes: 
col 27WH  Fiona Bruce: … RE in schools is, and has long been, a compulsory subject. 
The Government do not intend to change that. That is good. If RE is important enough to 
be compulsory, why not include it in the English baccalaureate? In late 2010, the 
Secretary of State announced that the new E-bac certificate will be awarded to students 
who achieve grades A* to C in English, maths, science, a foreign language and a 
humanity. Of the humanities, the choice is history or geography. Why not add RE to the 
humanities choices? 
In response to that question, the Secretary of State has answered: “because it is already 
a compulsory subject. One intention of the English baccalaureate is to encourage wider 
take-up of geography and history in addition to, rather than instead of, compulsory RE.” 
—[Official Report, 7 February 2011; Vol. 523, c. 10.] 
That sounds laudable, but there are serious concerns that that will produce unintended 
consequences. Since school league tables will now take into account the percentage of 
students awarded the certificate, the E-bac is increasingly being emphasised as the 
primary qualification for 16-year-olds, and the teaching of RE in schools risks being 
undermined. Indeed, according to new research by the National Association of Teachers 
of Religious Education, one in three schools, in a survey of nearly 800, say that they will 
significantly reduce the amount of resources and numbers of teachers dedicated to 
teaching RE in the approaching academic year. … 
Today’s RE is not about promoting one religion, but about understanding many and 
understanding many other aspects of life from a faith perspective. … RE includes topics 
such as environmental issues, discrimination, law and punishment. It also includes an 
understanding of the cultural and religious values of different peoples and faiths. … 
Research among 1,000 16 to 23-year-olds has found that 83% felt that RE could promote 
understanding of different religions and beliefs … 

 

col 33WH  Siobhain McDonagh: … Sometimes, the religious education that young 
people receive outside the classroom may be a cause for concern, and for radicalism, 
but that may be challenged in schools in an environment where people feel safe to 
challenge the views of others. … 

 

col 35WH  John Pugh: … Religious education is not an attempt to make people 
religious, and that must be clearly stated. It is not an attempt to instruct people on what 
they should believe. Religious education and religion are misunderstood and widely 
misrepresented. … RE is not philosophy; its principal job is to clarify how religions, which  
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exist all around us, endeavour to explain our existence, and how adherents of a religion 
live their lives and are likely to act. 
Religious education has historically been taught in a narrow way that simply explained 
the Christian framework. More recently we have had more of a Cook’s tour approach … 
and a whole range of religions are covered with a fairly light-touch approach. It is a hard 
subject to teach in a totally fair and scrupulous way. … 

 

col 37WH  Chris Bryant: … The hon. Member for Congleton referred to “a tolerant 
society”. I hate that term. I do not want to live in a tolerant society, because it smells of 
people saying, “I am prepared to put up with you.” I would much prefer to live in a 
respectful society. If anything, the danger of the liberal—small “l”—Britain of the past 100 
years is that we have been tolerant of other religions, but never learned enough about 
them to be truly respectful. 
In addition, we have never learned enough about Islam, or any other religion, to be able 
to challenge bad religion. … 

 

col 38WH  Anne Main: … “Religious education” is a misnomer, and that worries me. It is 
like calling maths, “sums”; it diminishes the subject. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110517/halltext/110517
h0001.htm#11051731000001  
 
 

col 45WH  Edward Leigh: … If we are to restore religious education as an academic 
subject, we may have to restore it as an academic study. Otherwise, it will continue to be 
an easy cop-out. One cannot defend an academic subject on the ground of good 
citizenship—we should all be good citizens, we should all value other people and we 
should all be kind and nice to others, but that is not an academic subject. … 

 

col 48WH  The Minister of State, Department for Education (Mr Nick Gibb):  … We 
believe that religious education is an important subject. In fact, it is the only subject that 
has been a compulsory part of the school curriculum since 1944. … Its unique status 
signifies the special position that religious education holds in reflecting the traditions and 
beliefs that underpin contemporary society. … As a Government, we are committed to 
retaining RE as a compulsory subject to the age of 16 notwithstanding the increasing 
volume of the secular lobby. … it is unnecessary to make RE a component of the English 
baccalaureate, because it is already compulsory by law. That is the reasoning behind our 
decision not to include RE in the humanities component. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110517/halltext/110517
h0002.htm  

 
 

Scottish Government 

Parliament re-elects First Minister    
The Scottish Parliament today re-elected Alex Salmond … as First Minister to lead the 
Scottish Government for the next five years. He will receive the Royal Warrant signed by 
the Queen before taking the official oath of allegiance in front of a panel of judges at the 
Court of Session in Edinburgh tomorrow to confirm him as FM and Keeper of the Great 
Seal of Scotland. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/05/18104940 

 
 

Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service 

Solicitor General welcomes high prosecution rate for crimes of religious prejudice    
COPFS has today published “Hate Crime in Scotland, 2010-2011”.   
The figures for crimes motivated by religious prejudice show a rise of almost 10% on last 
year, and the highest number of charges since 2006-7.  
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In total, 94% of charges led to court proceedings.   
Speaking on the publication of the statistics, the Solicitor General Frank Mulholland QC 
said: “I welcome the high prosecution rate for crimes of religious prejudice.  
 “Recently we have all seen the damaging results of such crime. I want to reassure the 
Scottish public that our prosecution policy is extremely robust, with 94% of charges 
leading to court proceedings. “I hope this sends a strong message to anybody who still 
feels that such behaviour is acceptable - there is no place for them in a modern 
Scotland. “They can expect to be met with a zero-tolerance prosecution policy.   
“The Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service is absolutely determined to play our part 
in confronting the problems of sectarianism and other religious offences, and we will do 
all in our power to bring those who perpetrate such crimes to justice.” 
To read the full press release see 
 http://www.crownoffice.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/05/Solicitor-General-Welcomes-
High-Prosecution-Rates-Crimes-Religious-Prejudice  

 
Hate Crime in Scotland 2010-11    
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Hate%20Crime%20-%20publication%20-
%20final%20version.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel regarding the continued detention of Ameer 
Makhoul.[HL9165] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Following Makhoul's arrest, he made a 27 October 2010 confession 
to spying charges including: contacting a foreign agent, conspiring to assisting an 
enemy in a time of war, and aggravated espionage for Hezbollah, all as part of a 
plea bargain. Haifa District Court sentenced Makhoul in January 2011 to nine 
years in prison and another year suspended sentence for these charges. 
We continue to urge Israel to ensure that due legal process is followed and that 
they preserve the rights of detainees in all circumstances, and last did so via our 
ambassador to Tel Aviv on 27 March 2011 to Israel's attorney-general and Israel's 
president of its Supreme Court. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110517w0001.htm#110
51736001068  
 

Palestinians: International Assistance 
Sir Gerald Kaufman: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assistance his Department provides for those living in Palestinian refugee camps in 
Lebanon. [55710] 

Mr Duncan: The Department for International Development (DFID) provides 
support to Palestinian refugees in Lebanon through the UN Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA). The UK is the second largest bilateral donor to UNRWA. Our 
five-year arrangement with UNRWA provides unearmarked funding to its general 
budget, allowing UNRWA to plan for the long-term and improve service delivery to 
refugees across the region, We provided £27 million in 2010-11. Approximately 
12% of UNRWA's general budget spending is in Lebanon.  
In  2010-11,  a  further  £1.5 million  was  provided  to  UNRWA specifically to help  
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prevent further deterioration in the basic living standards of 5,670 families 
displaced from Nahr el Bared camp in Lebanon. This funding paid the rental 
subsidies for 3,436 families for two months (January and February 2011), and 
hospitalisation and medical cover for 1,172 families (for December 2010). 
In addition, the Conflict Pool, which is jointly owned and managed by DFID, the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the Ministry of Defence, provided 
£250,000 in 2010-11 for projects to strengthen dialogue between the Lebanese 
Government and Palestinian representatives; to support Palestinian refugee civil 
society groups to improve governance in refugee camps; and to reduce conflict 
both within camps and between Lebanese and Palestinian communities. 

Yasmin Qureshi: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assessment he has made of UN General Assembly resolution A/RES/65/272 on the 
strengthening of the management capacity of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East. [55788] 

Mr Duncan: The UK voted in favour of the UN General Assembly resolution 
A/RES/65/272, in line with our support for management reform in the UN Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) and in recognition of UNRWA’s critical financial 
situation. 

Yasmin Qureshi: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assessment he has made of the adequacy of funding for the UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees. [55926] 

Mr Duncan: The UN Relief and Works Agency (UNWRA) faces a projected deficit 
of $63 million in its general budget for 2011. We are concerned that the deficit will 
undermine the provision of education, health and social services to refugees. 
UNRWA, donors and host countries need to work together to put UNRWA's 
finances on a sustainable basis. We call on all countries to honour their funding 
commitments to UNWRA. The UK is the second largest bilateral donor to 
UNWRA, having provided £27 million to the general budget in 2010-11. 

Yasmin Qureshi: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
proportion of the support to Palestinian refugees in Lebanon announced in February 
2011 was allocated to rebuilding the Nahr el Bared refugee camp in Northern Lebanon; 
and how much of the allocated funding has been spent. [55927] 

Mr Duncan: The Department for International Development (DFID) announced 
£1.5 million of additional support to the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) in 
February 2011, all of which was allocated to preventing further deterioration in the 
basic living standards of 5,670 families displaced from Nahr el Bared. This funding 
paid the rental subsidies for 3,436 families for two months (January and February 
2011), and hospitalisation and medical cover for 1,172 families (for December 
2010); none of the funding was allocated for rebuilding work.  
The UK has a five-year arrangement with UNRWA to provide unearmarked 
funding to its general budget which allows UNRWA to plan for the long-term and 
improve service delivery to refugees. In 2010-11 the UK gave £27 million to 
UNRWA. Approximately 12% of UNRWA's general budget spending is in 
Lebanon. 

Yasmin Qureshi: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assessment his Department has made of the humanitarian situation of Palestinian 
refugees in Lebanon; and what effect their situation has on the assistance they require 
from the UK (a) directly and (b) through the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East. [55940] 

Mr Duncan: The most recent assessment of the humanitarian situation of 
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon is the report by the UN Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA), ‘Socio-economic survey of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon’, published 
in December 2010. UNRWA has said that it needs £350 million ($568 million) for 
2011 to be able to carry out its work in the region, of which approximately £42 
million ($68 million) will be spent in Lebanon. An additional £11 million ($18.51  
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million) will be needed for the rebuilding of Nahr el Bared camp and to support 
families to return their homes. 
The UK is the second largest bilateral donor to UNRWA. We provided £27 million 
in unearmarked funding to UNRWA's general budget in 2010-11. In addition we 
provided £1.5 million last year specifically to support families displaced from Nahr 
el Bared camp in Lebanon. Approximately 12% of UNRWA's general budget is 
spent in Lebanon. 
In addition, the Conflict Pool, which is jointly owned and managed by DFID, the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the Ministry of Defence, provided 
£250,000 in 2010-11 for projects to strengthen dialogue between the Lebanese 
Government and Palestinian representatives; to support Palestinian refugee civil 
society groups to improve governance in refugee camps; and to reduce conflict 
both within camps and between Lebanese and Palestinian communities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110517/text/110517w0
001.htm#11051744000054  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Report Stage, Hosue of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110517/debtext/1105
17-0002.htm#11051745000002  
 

Report Stage Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/pro1611705p.529-
535.html  
 

Consideration of Bill at 18 May 2011-05-18  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/amend/pbc1611805m.2
211-2217.html   
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/ml062-iir.htm  
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** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/pro1461705p.63-
69.html  
 

Bill as amended in Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0189/2012189.pdf   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2011/0146/amend/pbc1461705a.2205-2209.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justi
ce_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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