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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine: Quartet 
Lord Oakeshott of Seagrove Bay: To ask Her Majesty's Government what has been 
the United Kingdom contribution to the office costs and travel expenses of (a) the Office 
of the Middle East quartet representative, and (b) Mr Tony Blair himself as Middle East 
quartet representative, in each year since 2007.[HL8898] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Since 2007 the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) has 
seconded three members of staff to work in the Office of the Quartet 
Representative (OQR).  However, we do not hold information on office costs and 
travel expenses of the OQR or the right honourable Tony Blair as the quartet 
representative.  The noble Lord may wish to contact the OQR. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110513w0001.htm#110
51343000731  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of Israel's handling of non-violent protests in Bil'in in the West Bank.[HL8725] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We support Palestinians' legitimate right to non-violent protest against 
the Israeli occupation of the West Bank. We also support Israel's right to defend 
itself. However, we are concerned by reports of disproportionate force in response 
to demonstrations. We continue to call upon the Israeli Government to act with 
restraint and in accordance with international law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110513w0001.htm#110
51343000732  

 
Palestine 

Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty's Government how recent developments between 
Hamas and Fatah will affect their policy in the Middle East.[HL8793] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We renew our calls on both sides to commit to peace talks, leading to 
a Palestinian state that exists in peace and security alongside Israel. Britain hopes 
that the announcement of reconciliation between Fatah and Hamas will lead to the 
formation of a Government who reject violence and pursues a negotiated peace, 
and we will judge a future Palestinian Government by their actions and their 
readiness to work for peace. 
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Intra-Palestinian reconciliation remains a critical component of the peace process. 
We are of course examining the detail of the recent announcement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110513w0001.htm#110
51343000737  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the recent violence in Gaza and southern Israel; and what discussions they have had 
with the Government of Israel to prevent further violence.[HL8722] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary made clear in his 
Statement of 25 March 2011 our concerns about the recent violence in Gaza and 
southern Israel following a spike in rocket attacks and military strikes in early April 
2011. We are pleased that relative calm has returned to Gaza and southern Israel 
more recently, but continue to monitor the situation closely. 
We have made clear to the Government of Israel that while Israel has every right 
to protect its people, it is also important that in so doing that it also shows restraint 
and makes every effort to avoid causing civilian casualties. 
We continue to call on all parties to act with restraint and do all they can to prevent 
loss of innocent life, to bring the perpetrators to justice and to reduce current 
tensions. We renew our calls on all sides to commit to peace talks. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the prevalence of organisations in Gaza that subscribe to Salafist-influenced Islamic 
ideology.[HL8723] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are aware that there are clearly other extremist 
groups present in Gaza in addition to Hamas, including those involved in rocket 
attacks against Israel. We have underlined the need for all groups, including 
Hamas, to end rocket attacks on Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110513w0001.htm#110
51343000728  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary deeply concerned by violence on Israel's borders  
Violence has broken out today as Palestinians mark Nakba Day. William Hague calls on 
all parties to exercise restraint.  
Foreign Secretary William Hague said: “I am deeply concerned by the violence on Israel’s 
borders today and saddened by the loss of life.  I call on all parties to exercise restraint 
and ensure that civilian life is protected. These developments make clearer than ever 
that a lasting and comprehensive resolution to the conflicts in the region is urgently 
needed and will only be achieved through negotiation.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=596103982  
 
Resignation of Middle East Envoy Senator George Mitchell  
… Foreign Secretary, William Hague, said: “Senator George Mitchell pursued his role as 
US Middle East Envoy with commitment and resolve in very difficult circumstances. His 
contribution to the search for peace in the region is unquestionable. I am convinced that 
negotiations remain the best way to secure a lasting peace in the region, and am grateful 
for Senator Mitchell’s work towards this goal. The recent developments in the Middle 
East make ending the Israeli-Palestinian conflict more urgent, not less. We look forward 
to working with Acting US Envoy David Hale to build on Senator Mitchell’s efforts to 
secure a comprehensive and lasting peace between Palestinians and Israelis. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=596040782  
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United Nations 

Top UN humanitarian official hits out at forced displacement of Palestinians 
The United Nations humanitarian chief today called for an end to the forced displacement 
of Palestinians from Jerusalem and parts of the West Bank, saying Israeli planning rules 
were having an unacceptable impact on Palestinian communities. 
On the first day of a four-day visit to the occupied Palestinian territory and Israel, Under-
Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Valerie Amos travelled to East Jerusalem and 
the West Bank village of Nabi Samwil. … 
“I am horrified by the way the barrier affects Palestinians,” she said in a statement issued 
by her office. “It divides communities and inhibits the provision of services. I visited a 
one-room school with no windows and very few facilities, which can't be improved 
because the planning rules don't allow it. This is unacceptable.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38383&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

OSCE human rights office launches new hate crimes training programme for law 
enforcement officers 
… The programme, named Training against Hate Crimes for Law Enforcement, or 
TAHCLE, has been designed to assist OSCE participating States in implementing their 
commitment to combat hate and intolerance. 
“If left unchecked, intolerance and hatred can have serious implications for society. We 
have seen in the recent past how conflicts instigated by acts of intolerance can 
degenerate into violence and the breakdown of the social and political order,” said 
Ambassador Janez Lenarčič, the Director of ODIHR, as he presented the programme to 
the OSCE’s participating States in Vienna. 
Lenarčič stressed that law enforcement agencies have an important role to play in 
combating hate crimes: “Effective responses by law enforcement are essential to ensure 
that people retain confidence in the rule of law and feel the support of the state in 
responding to intolerance.” … 
The programme envisages the active engagement of victim groups and civil society to 
highlight the impact of hate crimes on different communities and the importance of 
building confidence and partnerships between the police and communities. It also 
addresses new challenges, such as hate on the Internet. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/77522  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
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Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justi
ce_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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