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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Hate Crime 
1. Tom Brake (Carshalton and Wallington) (LD): What assessment she has made of 
recent trends in the number of hate crimes in London. [54180] 

The Minister for Equalities (Lynne Featherstone): Hate crime is an issue that 
the Government take extremely seriously. Until recently, many crimes were not 
recorded centrally, making it difficult to assess trends. That is why the coalition 
programme for government included a commitment to better recording of hate 
crime against disabled, lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people. Police 
forces started formally collecting the relevant data in April, and from the summer 
of 2012 we will have the complete picture of statistics, which will show the pattern 
of local trends in hate crime and help the police to target their resources more 
effectively.  

Tom Brake: I thank the Minister for her comprehensive response. I wonder whether she 
could say what the Government intend to do about the under-reporting of hate crime, 
which is a big issue. 

Lynne Featherstone: Yes, there is significant under-reporting. One of the actions 
that the Government have been taking is to work with key voluntary sector 
partners to encourage greater reporting. That includes, for example, the 
development of third-party reporting centres, because a great number of people 
do not report hate crime as they believe that it is not serious enough and they do 
not want to go directly to the police. Third-party centres will be able to pass 
reports on to the police. 

Jeremy Corbyn (Islington North) (Lab): On the Minister’s last point, I agree with her 
that there is a serious problem of under-reporting. Last year 11,000 racist or homophobic 
hate crimes were reported; I suspect that many thousands more were not. Will she talk to 
the Metropolitan police about increasing its resources specifically for an advertising 
campaign to report hate crime, so that young people in schools and in communities that 
do not normally associate with the police are made aware that they can get help, relief 
and justice for hate crimes committed in this city? 

Lynne Featherstone: I thank the hon. Gentleman for highlighting the importance 
of getting that message out. I am happy to talk with the Metropolitan police, as 
there is indeed a great deal of under-reporting. There are certain sectors that lack 
knowledge or understanding of how or where to make reports. The police have 
set up  a  website  called  True  Vision — just  Google  “hate  crime”  and  “how  to  
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eport”—because the internet makes hate crime much easier to report where there 
is that lack of accessibility. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110505/debtext/11050
5-0001.htm#11050561000027  
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Holocaust 

National Archives and Commission for Looted Art 

Global catalogue of Nazi-looted art records published online 
The National Archives and the Commission for Looted Art in Europe, along with other 
leading national archives and museums, today signed a global agreement in Washington 
DC to provide an international online catalogue of documentation on cultural artefacts 
taken by the Nazis between 1933 and 1945. 
Each member organisation has identified key groups of relevant records among its 
holdings. The National Archives has worked in partnership with the Commission for 
Looted Art in Europe to catalogue and digitise over 950 files from its collection, which are 
now available to search and download from DocumentsOnline.   
The records date from 1939 to 1961 and include seizure orders, inventories and images 
of looted works of art, as well as field reports and claim forms for seized property. They 
also include interrogation reports of art dealers and reports of the transfer of looted 
artworks to neutral countries. …  
The Nazi-Era Cultural Property Project 
The project is designed to extend public access to all records related to looted cultural 
artefacts, helping historians, researchers and families by cataloguing and digitising the 
archival materials and making them available through a single international research web 
portal hosted by the US National Archives and Records Administration. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/news/572.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

European Commission 

The European Commission approves additional amount of EUR 85 million in 
support for the Palestinian people in 2011 
The European Commission has today decided to provide an additional financial package 
worth EUR 85 million for the occupied Palestinian territory under the 2011 budget. This 
comes in addition to the EUR 100 million already approved from European 
Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument. 
High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice President of the 
Commission Catherine Ashton said: "This decision renews our commitment to support 
the most vulnerable among Palestinians, and is part of our support to the Palestinian 
Authority's institution-building programme contributing to the salaries and pensions of PA 
civil servants who work in health and education. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/547&format=HTML&age
d=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  
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Other Relevant Information 

Election Results 

Scottish Parliament 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welsh Assembly 

 

 

 

 
 
 

English Councils 

249 of 279 councils declared 
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Party Seats +/- 
SNP 69 +23 
Labour 37 -7 
Conservative 15 -5 
LibDem 5 -12 
Green 2 +0 
Independent 1 +0 

+/- Seats +/- 
Labour 30 +4 
Conservative 14 +2 
Plaid Cymru 11 -4 
LibDem 5 -1 
Others 0 -1 

 Councils Councillors 
Party Total +/- Total +/- 
Conservative 135 +3 4211 +48 
Labour 55 +24 2245 +7254 
LibDem 8 -9 927 -619 
Green 0 0 64 +19 
UKIP 0 0 5 -2 
BNP 0 0 2 -10 
Residents Association 1 0 48 -3 
Liberal 0 0 8 -2 
Boston 0 -1 4 -14 
English Democrats 0 0 2 +1 
Independent Community and Health Concern 0 0 1 -3 
Respect 0 0 0 -2 
The Toad Party 0 0 0 -1 
Others   525 -168 
No Overall Control 51 -17   
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 

Second reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110505-
0002.htm#11050562000605  
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 

 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/amend/am062-d.htm  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html   

 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/amend/pbc1460505a.175-
176.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 3 days 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
** closes in 4 days 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
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Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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