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Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Gaza (Aid) 
includes 
col 242WH  Michael Connarty: … In the second democratic election, the people of Gaza 
chose to elect a Hamas majority Government. Since then, there have been tremendous 
controversies. I join others in condemning not only the inability of that Government to 
stop the firing of rockets into the Israeli territories and households, but the unbelievable 
excessive force used in retaliation by the Israeli Government, which has killed more than 
1,000 people and destroyed many of the basic facilities required for humanitarian 
reasons. … A report published in January 2011 … which has access to documents 
obtained by Wikileaks, makes it quite clear that the Israeli Government are determined to 
starve the economy of Gaza to bring it to the point of collapse. … This is about not just 
starving people of basic materials that the international community would give them or 
that people would be able to trade, but trying to break the economy in retaliation for 
people exercising their democratic right … 

 

Guto Bebb: The difference between Israel’s attitudes to the Gaza strip and the west 
bank might be because it faces more of a threat from the Gaza strip. … my 
understanding is that the economic growth in that part of the Palestinian authority is 
about 12% per annum. Clearly, the message is that if the Palestinians can restrain the 
violence being shown by Hamas in Gaza, economic growth in Gaza might be much 
greater. 

 

col 244WH  Michael Connarty: … Even in the west bank, the people live under a penal 
regime. In Gaza, there is an attempt to starve out and harm the ordinary people in 
retaliation for what is the unacceptable use of rockets. Everyone recognises that Israel 
has used disproportionate force. We cannot just blame Hamas. … 

 

col 246WH  Jeremy Corbyn: … I then went to Gaza in 2005 as an election observer. I 
have vivid memories of Israeli border guards at the Rafah crossing deciding to shoot into 
the town of Rafah on polling day. Why did they do that, other than to intimidate those 
people who were trying to cast their votes legitimately and democratically in that 
election? … understand that the people of Gaza—1.5 million people—are in prison. … 

 

col 247WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for International 
Development (Mr Stephen O'Brien): … Let me begin by stating very clearly that the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza is unacceptable and unsustainable. … We believe that 
the actions of both Israel and Hamas have contributed to the current situation in Gaza. … 
Israel retains obligations under international law as an occupying power. It controls the 
majority  of  Gaza’s   borders,   and   sea  and   air   space  and,  as   such,  has   primary  
 



 

responsibility for facilitating humanitarian access to Gaza. … Economic restrictions have 
not brought political change or degraded the military capability of Hamas. On the 
contrary, legitimate business is being strangled while Hamas allies are strengthened. … 
An improved economy and a resurgence of Gaza’s business sector are not only essential 
for the people of Gaza, but firmly in Israel’s security interests. … 
We continue to press the Israeli Government bilaterally to ease the movement and 
access restrictions. We have consistently lobbied the Israeli Government at ministerial 
and official level, in close co-ordination with the office of the Quartet representative and 
European Union partners. … We understand Israel’s security concerns, but for a peace 
settlement to work any future Palestinian state must be economically viable. …  
We in the UK hope that the reconciliation agreement between Fatah and Hamas 
announced in May this year will lead to the formation of a Government who reject 
violence and pursue a negotiated peace. … negotiations towards a two-state solution are 
the only way to meet the national aspirations of both Israelis and Palestinians and to 
achieve a sovereign, viable and contiguous Palestinian state living alongside Israel in 
peace and security. … We want the new generation of Palestinians to grow up in hope, 
not despair, and to believe in a peaceful settlement with Israel, rather than being 
impoverished and susceptible to terrorist recruitment. We want the next generation of 
Israelis to live free from the fear of rocket fire, and able to enjoy peaceful relations with 
their Arab neighbours. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110913/halltext/110913
h0002.htm#11091376000004  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestine: UN General Assembly 
Lord Wright of Richmond: To ask Her Majesty's Government how they propose to 
respond to any bid by the Palestinians for Palestinian statehood at the forthcoming 
United Nations General Assembly. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My Lords, we have been clear that a Palestinian state is a legitimate 
goal and the best way of achieving this is through a comprehensive agreement 
between Israel and the Palestinians. Palestinian action at the UN looks 
increasingly likely. We are working with partners to build a consensus on a way 
forward that recognises the progress the Palestinians have made in their state-
building efforts, that meets Israel's legitimate security concerns, and that avoids 
confrontation in the UN. Whatever action is taken in New York it is important that 
this increases the prospects for a return to negotiations. This is our goal and it is 
President Abbas's goal as well. We have reserved our position on outright 
recognition and will take a decision nearer the time if needed. 

Lord Wright of Richmond: My Lords, I thank the Minister for that reply. Does he accept 
that giving Palestine statehood does not in itself-and would not in itself-preclude future 
negotiations with the Israeli Government? Given that there is widespread acceptance of 
the concept of a two-state solution, with shared capitals in Jerusalem, is not recognition 
of a Palestinian state entirely logical? I also ask the Minister whether he accepts that 
whatever decision our European, American or quartet colleagues take on this matter, 
Britain-the governing power of Palestine until the time of partition in 1948-has a particular 
moral duty to support the revival of a recognised state for the Palestinians living in peace 
and security with the state of Israel. 
I hope your Lordships will allow me to add a very short, sad but highly topical postscript 
to this Question. Some of you may have read in the Times this morning an obituary of the 
wife of the Palestinian ambassador in London, to whom I offer my condolences. That 
obituary states that Mrs Hassassian, who was a permanent arguer for Palestinian rights, 
was  not   allowed  to  open  a   Palestinian  stall  at  the   international  diplomatic  fair  in  
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Kensington a few years ago because Palestine was not a country. I hope that nonsenses 
of that sort are now in the past. 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I am grateful to the noble Lord and, of course, I share 
and we must all share in the condolences which he touches upon. As to his earlier 
questions and propositions, I agree with most of them. However, the question 
hangs in the air, and I hope it will be resolved, as to whether action at the United 
Nations will enable that move to statehood to take place. That is what we all want 
and that is what must proceed. We hope that action at the UN will open up a 
better pathway to negotiation, but if it was the opposite and it led to confrontation-
if more business there closed down negotiation-then it clearly would not be such a 
good thing. We just have to wait and see what the texts are, how the matter is 
going to be approached-whether through the General Assembly or the UN 
Security Council-and then we will take our decision. 

The Lord Bishop of Exeter: My Lords, while the recognition of statehood might alter the 
negotiating parameters and the Minister has affirmed the importance of negotiations 
towards achieving a final settlement, will he also affirm the important role in any ongoing 
negotiations of the wider Palestinian diaspora, including those who have the recognised 
status of refugees? Will he say what the Government are doing to ensure that the rights 
of such refugees are not compromised or taken away by any recognition of statehood, 
including their legitimate right to be heard in international fora such as the UN? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: These are very important issues. Clearly, they would 
have to be included in any advance towards statehood, which we want to see, 
which in turn depends upon a successful negotiation, which in turn depends upon 
the agreements that have so far eluded us between Israel and Palestine. The 
question of how this UN development fits into that pattern is an open one at 
present. But I fully agree with the right reverend Prelate that this is an important 
aspect. 

Baroness Ramsay of Cartvale: My Lords, does the Minister agree that if such a bid by 
Palestinians is made to the upcoming General Assembly, they should be asked if they 
accept the United Nations General Assembly resolution-I mean "General Assembly"; it 
was not a Security Council resolution-of 1948 which set up the state of Israel? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I am not so sure about the exact content of that but 
certain conditions, which are parallel and relevant to that and may be embodied in 
that resolution, would go with any proposition before the General Assembly. Two-
thirds of the General Assembly would then have to vote on it. It might also be 
qualified by the requirement that Palestine would take the role of observer-state 
membership rather than full membership. That is a possibility. I can give the 
general assurance that, certainly, conditions would be attached. 

Baroness Falkner of Margravine: My Lords, does my noble friend accept that, in 
deciding the UK's position at the General Assembly, we would do well to bear two things 
in mind? One is the formulation of our relationship with the United States, which the 
Foreign Secretary has described as an essential relationship rather than a special 
relationship, denoting a degree of independence on our position on this matter from the 
US. The second point is our relationship with our European partners. Does my noble 
friend accept that where our European partners such as Germany may wish for historic 
reasons to abstain, we have a special responsibility, as the noble Lord, Lord Wright of 
Richmond, has pointed out, to do the right thing by the Palestinian state? Will he 
therefore assure the House that he will keep an extremely open mind on the position we 
take on both those fronts? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The short answer is yes. Obviously we listen to the 
views of the United States but my noble friend will remember that, in a recent 
debate on settlements, we did not find it necessary to be on the side of the US. In 
fact, we voted on the other side. We are perfectly capable of asserting our 
independence and our interests as a nation, and as a contributor to Middle East 
peace, by ourselves. As far as the European Union is concerned, I am afraid that 
there  is  some  difference of view  between  the  members  and  it  is hard to get a  
 



 

united European Union view, although, by working over the next week, it would be 
a good thing if we could do so. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110913-
0001.htm#110913102000429  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated this week 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
**  Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0096/amend/ml096-i.1-
6.html  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2012/0189/amend/pbc1891309a.3329.html  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 

  
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated this week 

** closes in 7 days 
Voluntary Sector Independence (closing date 21 September 2011) 
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-
Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf  
 
VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closing date 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Equality Scheme 2011 – 2016  
(closing date 14 October 2011) 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/equalityscheme.htm  
 
 

Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
** Aviation security: Consultation on a statutory authority to carry scheme 
(closing date 6 December 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/about-us/consultations/authority-to-carry/  
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
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