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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Multiculturalism: Interfaith Dialogue 
includes 
col 470  Lord Mitchell: To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they have to 
improve interfaith dialogue in multicultural Britain. … 
I confess that, for much of my life, every time I heard the word "interfaith", my heart sank. 
I saw it as the language of do-gooders-people who speak well and do nothing. My 
gradual immersion in the world of interfaith dialogue has been a personal journey of 
overcoming my prejudices. The more I am exposed to the subject, the more convinced I 
am that it is a crucial way to achieve greater understanding in our society. 
Like many noble Lords speaking today, I am a descendant of immigrants. I am Jewish: 
my grandparents and great-grandparents emigrated to this country from eastern Europe 
during the 19th century. They trod a well worn path. Like Huguenots and Irish Catholics 
before them, and Caribbeans, Indians and Pakistanis after them, they came to this 
country for a better life. Some came to escape persecution, others for the opportunity to 
participate in the freedom and prosperity that this country has to offer-but all of them 
came to be part of our nation. When I hear people say that immigrants are lazy 
scroungers, I look at what the children of immigrants have achieved in business, science, 
sport, the arts and entertainment, and the professions. This country has been enriched 
by us all. … 
In Mr Cameron's view, our multiculturalism has failed because we have, "encouraged 
different cultures to live separate lives, apart from each other and the mainstream". … I 
went to a grammar school in Finchley called Christ's College. … Even though we did not 
attend Christian prayers, we had religious studies on the syllabus. We learnt about the 
New Testament and Christianity. I am glad to have a good understanding of what is still 
the dominant and established church in this country. Has this made me a lesser Jew? I 
think not. … 
Our ignorance of each other's religions and traditions is shameful. I find it amazing that 
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Pesach-major Jewish religious holidays-are simply 
blurs to most non-Jews. But then, what do I know about Islam and Muslim holidays, or 
Hindu or Buddhist? …  
Dietary rules are very important to observant Muslims and Jews, so campus 
administrators and employers need to know about halal and kosher. It is outrageous that 
universities still hold exams on major minority religious holidays and then claim, as I have 
heard them say, that they had no idea. The Coexistence Trust … seek to bring greater 
understanding  between J ewish and Muslim students on our university campuses.  Many  
 



 

people are surprised when I tell them that among the Jewish community several 
universities have been considered no-go areas. They are also surprised to learn that 
anti-Semitism and Islamophobia exist not just among the students, but among the 
faculty. I do not want to overstate the case, but the fact is that it lurks below the surface 
and comes to prominence every time there is an incident in the Middle East. Many faculty 
members and university administrators have a curious attitude towards these anxieties. 
They say that universities are not only places of learning, but also places of intellectual 
challenge. Students, they say, must be prepared to hear things that they do not like, 
things which may cause them distress; such is campus life. Who will disagree with that? 
However, when administrators and faculties believe that the laws of the land are 
somehow not relevant in the campus, as I have witnessed, we have problems. Free 
speech is of paramount importance, but it has to exist within the law. Universities also 
have a duty to ensure that hate crimes and racial slurs are not committed. They also 
have a duty of care to all their students. … 

 

col 472  Lord Young of Graffham: … My father was an immigrant. … Never did they 
wish to give up on their religion, but they were proud to be English. They regarded 
themselves as English Jews and never forget their debt of gratitude to this country that 
gave them shelter and relief from persecution and pogrom. … 
When they arrived, they expected to conform. They expected to rely on themselves or 
their coreligionists, for this was decades before Beveridge. However, many decades 
have passed, and after a period of what appeared unrestrained immigration we are 
where we are with some parts of our country appearing like another country and another 
culture, and that is not something that we can just accept. 
… I am chair of the Jewish Museum in London … when our patron, His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales, came to visit us last November, he was met at the door by a group 
of 30 schoolchildren under 10 singing Hebrew songs, and they were, without expectation, 
Christian and Muslim. … The only antidote to prejudice is knowledge and familiarity. … 

 

col 473  Lord Haskel: My Lords, my noble friend's debate begs the question: why do we 
need interfaith dialogue? After all, no religion preaches hatred of our fellow men. Indeed 
in ancient times, Rabbi Hillel famously summarised the whole of the Torah with the 
words, "What is hateful to yourself do not do to your fellow men. The rest is but 
commentary". … 
I came here aged five-yes, from Lithuania. I am ancient enough to remember people 
being openly anti-Semitic, openly talking about the Jewish conspiracy to gain control of 
the world by corrupting non-Jewish society. The Council of Christians and Jews 
recognised that dialogue could help deal with this … 
I do not say that anti-Semitism has entirely gone away. … it is much reduced; it is not 
expressed openly any more. It is sometimes expressed in terms of criticism of Israel and 
it has also gone on to the internet. What has replaced it is Islamophobia. …  
How do we fight the ignorance and prejudice of the faithful? We do it with dialogue. … 
Then there is the law. … The faith communities themselves must try to understand their 
own communities better. I declare an interest as Honorary President of the Institute for 
Jewish Policy Research, which is using the recent census and a parallel survey to better 
understand the nature of the Jewish community. This work is important because the data 
can be used to both inform dialogue within faiths and inform interfaith work and policy. … 

 

col 474  Lord Hussain: … It has never been as critical as it is now to recognise and 
value the importance of the diversity and richness of a whole variety of cultures which 
now make up the wonderful tapestry of modern-day Britain. … We must be careful not to 
use this debate to place the burden of dialogue solely on faiths associated with settled 
communities, such as Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism et cetera. This can 
lead to stigmatism and isolation within what should essentially be an inclusive debate. It 
is therefore just as important to get Catholic, Protestant, Baptist, Methodist and other 
Christian denominations talking to each other as it is to get Sunni, Shia, Wahhabi and 
other Muslim groups communicating and promoting understanding. … 

 

 
 



 

col 476  Lord Sacks: … I go back to words said by an expert on the subject 2,600 years 
ago. His name was Jeremiah and he became known as a prophet of gloom. Were he to 
return to life today, doubtless he would be an economist. He was the first person to 
analyse the situation many find themselves in today of being a minority in a culture 
whose beliefs are not their own.  
Jeremiah wrote a letter to the Jewish exiles in Babylon in which he said: "Seek the 
welfare of the city to which you have gone and pray to God on its behalf, for in its peace 
and prosperity you will find peace and prosperity". 
He told them in effect: "Maintain your identity while contributing to the common good. Be 
true to your faith while being a blessing to others regardless of their faith". That is the 
challenge today. The good news about religion is that it creates communities based on 
altruism and trust. It teaches people to make sacrifices for the sake of others. It builds 
social capital. The bad news is that every community divides as it unites, because for 
every "us" there is a "them"-the people not like us. 
The best way to improve interfaith dialogue in multicultural Britain is to create a sense of 
national identity so strong that it brings different ethnic and religious communities 
together in pursuit of the common good-not just the good for "my" group, but the good for 
all of us together. …  
I have a simple proposal. I believe that all Britain's faith communities should be invited to 
make a voluntary covenant with Britain articulating our responsibilities to others and to 
the nation as a whole, so that we can be true to our faith while being a blessing to others 
regardless of theirs. 

 

col 477  The Lord Bishop of London: … often we have a suggestion that members of 
certain faith communities are hostile to what are called western values such as freedom 
and tolerance. In my experience, it is not so much that there is a hatred of our values, but 
people are appalled by a vacuum of values and an absence of moral true north of the 
kind visible on our streets in August. … 

 

col 479 Lord Judd: … My own conviction, from years of working in this sphere, is that 
multiculturalism can enable people to find a sense of belonging and significance. … The 
challenge, therefore, is not to deny multiculturalism but to lead it into dialogue about the 
realities of the very difficult complexity of modern society and the need for us all to co-
operate. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110908-
0002.htm#11090855000830  

 

col 480  Lord Hameed: …  in looking at Islam through its main reference source, the 
Holy Koran, we see a religion completely at odds with the actions of the perpetrators of 
the vile acts of violence and terrorism committed in its name. … The Koran also instructs 
Muslims to respect other faiths and to live with them as good neighbours in peaceful 
coexistence. Therefore, strapping oneself with explosives to kill others in an act of 
suicide in search of martyrdom is totally un-Islamic and against the instructions of the 
Koran, the holy book that all Muslims must obey. … 
We ought to celebrate our commonality and discuss our differences based on mutual 
respect and trust in each other. … This dialogue is no longer a luxury of a few well-
meaning individuals, it has become a necessity demanding action, without which only 
catastrophe stares us in the face. … 

 

col 482  Lord Sheikh: … Unfortunately, there is a demonisation of Islam in certain 
quarters, and it is important that the media act in a responsible manner in this regard and 
avoid use of inflammatory language. In regard to suicide bombings, Islam forbids suicide. 
In the holy Koran it is written that, "whoever kills a human being ... it as though he has 
killed all mankind, and whoever saves a human life, it is as though he saved all 
mankind". This saying is similar to what is written in the Talmud, where it is written, "if 
you save one life, it is as if you have saved the world". 
I am proud that this country has a longstanding respect for pluralism and tolerance, 
grounded in a firm respect for liberty. I am also pleased that we seem to have moved 
away  from  the  concept  of  what  was   termed   "state  multi-culturalism",  whereby  the  
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Government decided what was good, and sought to impose their vision. That resulted in 
an unhealthy degree of intolerance in the name of tolerance … 

 

col 483  Lord Stone of Blackheath: … I have been working with a group for over two 
years, planning to build and develop "Space to Contemplate" in Britain. This will be a 
visitor centre, as big as the Tate Modern, where people of any faith, or none, can enter a 
variety of carefully built rooms, to express the essence of spiritual existence. …  

 

col 485  Lord Popat: … It is not always easy to discuss or defend faith in modern Britain. 
I can understand why individuals or particularly the Government decide not to "do God" 
… Too often we are scared to discuss faith for fear of offence or because we do not 
understand things. This is not helped by a media that are often very negative to faith and 
the positive roles that faith can play. … 
… Interfaith dialogue can be truly successful only at a grassroots level. I strongly agree 
with the noble Lord, Lord Glasman, who said in a recent article that we need more faith 
leaders and faith communities not just to stand up and speak out in defence of faith, but 
to explain it properly as well. … We in the Hindu community have been very lucky to 
receive excellent guidance in the past from the Board of Deputies of British Jews. … 
I am encouraged by the approach that our Government have taken to faith and in 
promoting interfaith dialogue. Faith groups are now treated with respect. … This 
Government have been quick to identify the positive work of faith groups in communities, 
particularly in school and charitable work. I support the Government's more open stance 
to suitable faiths and faith groups; their inclusion makes us a stronger and better society. 
However, the Government have also been clear that our faith is subordinate to our 
nationality, our common values and the law and that extremists of any religion must not 
be tolerated. Faith groups, or faith communities, that wish to work with, live in or rely on 
the British state must also respect core British values-values that are envied around the 
world. … 

 

col 487  Lord Noon: … Real or perceived injustice is one of the main causes of 
extremism. Extremism feeds on prejudice. … Extremism thrives where there is an 
absence of knowledge and reasoning. Respectful public debate about the truth of 
religious claims would be one of the best antidotes to religiously motivated violence. At 
the same time we must reject disrespect of any religious symbols. … 

 

col 488  Lord Rees of Ludlow: … Baroness Royall of Blaisdon: … interfaith is not just 
about religion; it is about building bridges within and between diverse communities; it is 
about health, education, poverty, hunger, and so many other things; it is about action. … 

 

col 490  Baroness Warsi: My Lords, I begin by paying tribute to … the work of the 
Coexistence Trust … I … have seen first hand the good work he does in promoting 
understanding between followers of the Islamic and Jewish faiths, especially among the 
young. …   In September last year, I made a speech about faith at the Anglican Bishops 
Conference in Oxford. …  said that this Government would "do God". I thought long and 
hard before I said what I did. … it is not always easy to speak openly about faith. I tried to 
make an evidential case for faith in our country and stated that, contrary to popular belief, 
it is certainly not fading away. I explained that faith inspires many people to do good 
works and gives rise to huge numbers of personal kindnesses and other civic 
contributions. Faith shapes beliefs and behaviour, offers a sense of purpose and, 
ultimately, helps build a bigger and more just society … 
I profoundly believe that there is far more that unites faith communities than divides them: 
common bonds that should be the basis for better understanding. … We must recognise 
and pay tribute to the role of the established church and its Christian values in making 
Britain a welcoming and tolerant society … 
Faith is not just a belief or a theory: it is about how we live, how we shape our lives and 
how we work together to serve those in need. …  
This Government greatly value the contribution that faith schools make to the education 
sector by providing high-quality school places and choice for parents. … We do not 
accept that faith schools are divisive and promote segregation. …  
 
 



 

… the Government have taken a very clear stance in relation to faith, the importance of 
faith, the importance of faith in the public sphere and our support for interfaith activity and 
dialogue. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110908-0003.htm  

 

 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Meat: Labelling 
Tim Farron: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs if she 
will bring forward proposals to introduce meat labelling that indicates whether the animal 
slaughtered has been stunned or non-stunned. [70316] 

Mr Paice [holding answer 7 September 2011]: While the Government remain of 
the view that it would prefer to see all animals stunned before slaughter it has, 
over the last few months, made it clear that it has no plans to ban the slaughter of 
animals without a pre cut stun where this is done for religious purposes to meet 
the needs of a particular religious community. However, Ministers have made it 
clear that they will wish to discuss options for improving the welfare of animals 
slaughtered without stunning with the Jewish and Muslim communities. This will be 
done in the context of work to implement the new EU Regulation (No 1099/2009) 
on the protection of animals at the time of killing, which comes into effect on 1 
January 2013. There will be full consultation with all interested parties before any 
final decisions are taken. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110908/text/110908w0
001.htm#11090917000015 
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Holocaust 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

John Mann (2161) Lithuania and Holocaust survivors - That this House condemns 
attempts by the Lithuanian government to investigate 86 year old Kovno Ghetto 
Holocaust survivor Joseph Melamed for slander; welcomes attempts by Mr Melamed to 
bring his document listing eyewitness accounts of thousands of war-time Lithuanian Nazi 
collaborators to the attention of the Lithuanian prosecutor general in 1999; notes that of 
the nine Lithuanians executed by the Soviet government for Nazi collaboration, whom Mr 
Melamed is accused of slandering, one, Juazas Luks'a, in 1941 used his sword to saw off 
the head of Rabbi Zalman Osovsky and then put it on public display; further condemns 
repeated attempts of the Lithuanian government to extradite Holocaust survivors such as 
90 year old Lithuanian war hero, Rachel Margolis, from their homes to face war crimes 
charges; and commends the Holocaust Educational Trust for continuing to do good work 
in educating about the real evils of the Holocaust. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2161  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated this week 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
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Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 

Commons consideration of Lords message 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110908/debtext/1109
08-0002.htm#11090852000001  
 

Commons Proceedings on consideration of Lords message 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2012/0224/pro2240809p.921.html  
 

Commons amendments in Lieu 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0093/2012093.1-2.html  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
  

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated this week 

** closes in 3 days 
British foreign policy and the 'Arab Spring'  (closing date 12 September 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/british-foreign-policy-and-the-arab-spring/  
 
Voluntary Sector Independence (closing date 21 September 2011) 
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-
Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf  
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VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closing date 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Equality Scheme 2011 – 2016  
(closing date 14 October 2011) 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/equalityscheme.htm  
 
 

Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
** Scottish Government: Public Sector Equality Duty  
(closing date 25 November 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/357629/0120853.pdf  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
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