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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Faith Groups 
Lord Lester of Herne Hill: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have 
assessed the impact on discrimination and equality of the increased involvement of faith 
groups in the provision of services.[HL11160] 

Baroness Warsi: Government have a requirement to ensure all providers comply 
with equality legislation. It is the responsibility of the commissioning organisation 
to pay due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, promote equality and 
foster good relations between different groups of people. 
An initial equality impact assessment was completed for the open public services 
White Paper. Following an extensive listening period between July and 
September the Government will set out a programme of work to implement the 
open public services agenda. The departments and agencies responsible for 
delivering open public services will continue to work closely with the Government 
Equalities Office to develop policy and conduct full equality impact assessments 
on all new policies. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110905w0001.htm#110
9052000141  

 
 

Home Office 

Community action against crime: innovation fund 
The Home Office has announced a new grant fund to encourage creative new 
approaches to tackling crime – the Community action against crime: innovation fund. … 
[will be] used to encourage greater community activism, and to enable communities to 
develop innovative approaches to tackling the local crime issues that matter to them. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/crime/partnerships/innovation-fund/  
 
Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill 
… The Enhanced Terrorism and Investigation Measures Bill follows acknowledgement in 
the government's review of CT powers, published in January, that enhanced measures 
are necessary in extraordinary circumstances.  
In a statement to Parliament in  January the  Home  Secretary  Theresa May … said:  'We  
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want to prepare for this possibility while ensuring that such powers are used only when 
absolutely necessary. So we will publish, but not introduce, legislation allowing more 
stringent measures … 
We will invite the Opposition to discuss this draft legislation with us on Privy Council 
terms. These powers would be enacted only with the agreement of both Houses of 
Parliament.' 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/TPIM  
 

 

Ministry of Justice / Politics Home 

Jonathan Djanogly: Inquest reforms must happen without new expensive 
bureaucracy 
… There are many examples of good practice in the way the current coroners system 
treats the bereaved but I have also come across unacceptable examples, including long 
and unreasonable delays for an inquest to be heard and lack of communication with 
relatives. The Government is acutely aware of the need to reform the system, and we are 
committed to ensuring that the bereaved are at the heart of improvements. Our reforms 
will enable inquests to be moved to locations more convenient for families.  They will 
address the inconsistencies in the service that is delivered by providing set standards 
through a national Charter, and enabling specific regulations about the training that 
coroners must receive. And they will tackle delays in the system. … 
To read the full article see 
http://www.politicshome.com/uk/article/34780/jonathan_djanogly_inquest_reforms_must_
happen_without_new_expensive_bureaucracy.html  

 
 

Scottish Government 

Recorded Crime in Scotland 2010-11    
… The main findings are: 

 The number of violent crimes (non-sexual crimes of violence) recorded by the 
police increased by 2 per cent between 2009-10 and 2010-11, to a total of 11,438. 
… 

 The clear-up rate for all recorded crimes in 2010-11 was 49 per cent, which is the 
same as in 2008-09 and 2009-10.The clear-up rate in 2010-11 for non-sexual 
crimes of violence is higher than in 2009-10, increasing from 67 per cent to 72 per 
cent. … 

 In 2010-11 the police recorded 530,436 offences, a decrease of 6 per cent from 
the number in 2009-10. 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/09/06091156  
 
Recorded Crime in Scotland 2010-11    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/933/0120682.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Jerusalem: Religious Freedom 
Tony Baldry: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
the Government's policy is on the status of Jerusalem as a holy city for all faiths. [68664] 

Alistair Burt: Jerusalem has unique religious significance to many different faith 
groups. Our goal is a secure and universally recognised Israel living alongside a 
sovereign and viable Palestinian state, based on the borders of 1967, with 
Jerusalem the future capital of both states. It is important that all religions can 
enjoy the religious sites and practice their religious beliefs in a safe and secure 
environment with mutual respect. 
The UK attaches great importance to ensuring freedom of worship for those of all 
faiths. The Government condemns all instances of violence and discrimination 
against individuals and groups because of their faith or belief. We strongly support 
the right to freedom of religion or belief as set out in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as well 
as the full implementation of the 1981 United Nations Declaration on the 
Elimination of all Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or 
Belief. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110905/text/110905w0
003.htm#1109066000078  
 

Palestinians: British Nationals Abroad 
Graeme Morrice: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with Israeli Government officials concerning the 
passage of UK citizens to and from Palestine. [68168] 

Alistair Burt: The Government extend consular assistance to British nationals 
whenever appropriate. 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) does not make general 
representations on another country’s immigration policies or procedures. The 
Israeli immigration officials are under no obligation to explain their decisions to us 
and, as mentioned in our travel advice, they have the right to refuse entry to 
anyone they wish. The UK’s immigration authority is similarly protected. 
We are aware of one case in which a British national was asked to sign an 
undertaking on arrival in Tel Aviv that he would not travel to the west bank without 
the express permission of the Israeli military commander. In this instance, we 
determined it was not appropriate to raise this incident with the Israeli authorities 
at the time. We have not had any further reports of British nationals being asked 
to sign such an undertaking. Were this to become a common occurrence, we 
would discuss such a policy with the appropriate Israeli authorities. 
If British nations plan to travel to Israel or the Occupied Palestinian Territories, we 
advise them to read through the travel advice on the FCO’s website, which is 
available at the follow link; 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travel-and-living-abroad/travel-advice-by-country/middle-
east-north-africa/israel-occupied  
Those travelling to the Occupied Palestinian Territories may also obtain further 
information from the British Consulate-General in Jerusalem before travel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110905/text/110905w0
003.htm#1109066000084  
 

Palestinians: Detainees 
Rushanara Ali: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he  will  make  representations to the  Israeli  Government to ensure that its  treatment  of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110905/text/110905w0003.htm#1109066000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110905/text/110905w0003.htm#1109066000078
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travel-and-living-abroad/travel-advice-by-country/middle-east-north-africa/israel-occupied
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travel-and-living-abroad/travel-advice-by-country/middle-east-north-africa/israel-occupied
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110905/text/110905w0003.htm#1109066000084
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110905/text/110905w0003.htm#1109066000084


 

Palestinian children in detention in Israeli jails complies with UN guidelines and 
international standards. [68596] 

Alistair Burt: The UK remains concerned about the number of children currently 
being held in Israeli prisons. We raise our concerns with the Israeli Government 
about the application of due process and the treatment of Palestinian detainees, 
including where children are involved, on a frequent basis.  
Most recently our ambassador to Israel has raised this issue with the Israeli 
Ministry of Justice and I raised this during my visit to the region. Our ambassador 
has also raised the issue of Israel's treatment of Palestinian children with 
Education Minister Saar and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs' Principal Legal 
Adviser Daniel Taub. 
The hon. Member may be interested to hear that alongside our existing projects, 
our consulate general in Jerusalem has recently secured funding to fund the UK 
Bar Committee for Human Rights to come to the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
in September 2011 to research a report about the treatment of children arrested 
and detained in the Israeli military court system. 
We shall continue to raise our concerns with the Israeli authorities and issue 
statements when appropriate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110905/text/110905w0
003.htm#1109066000085  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Caroline Nokes: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps the Government is taking to secure negotiations for a two state solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. [69019] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to push hard for a return to negotiations on the basis 
agreed by the Prime Minister, my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr 
Cameron) and President Obama: borders based on 1967 lines with mutually 
agreed swaps; security for Israel; and the right for Palestinians to govern 
themselves in a sovereign and contiguous state. We are working hard with our 
international partners for a return to negotiations on this basis. 
Failure to return to negotiations now puts at risk the long-term prospects for a 
solution and, in the short term, will leave the international community facing 
difficult choices come September in the UN. Neither Israel nor the Palestinians 
can afford to let the opportunity for peace slip further from their grasp. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110905/text/110905w0
003.htm#1109066000083  
 

Palestinians: United Nations 
Graeme Morrice: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what progress has been made on discussions with his European counterparts on 
reaching a common European position on UN membership for a Palestinian state. 
[68008] 

Alistair Burt: We discuss the Middle East Peace Process regularly at ministerial 
and official level with EU Partners. We continue to believe that the best way to 
achieve a lasting solution that delivers a sovereign, independent and contiguous 
Palestinian state alongside a safe and secure Israel at peace with its neighbours 
is through a negotiated solution. The EU Foreign Affairs Council conclusions of 
July 2011 set out the European policy on the Occupied Palestinian Territories and 
its hopes for a future Palestinian state. 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/1239
10.pdf  
As the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, the right hon. 
Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), said to the house on 19 July 2011, 
Official Report, columns 781-83, whatever happens in September, we must 
remember that to have a truly viable Palestinian state in control of its own territory,  
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it is necessary to arrive at that by negotiation. We have reserved our position on 
the question of recognition. The Secretary of State discussed it again with 
European Union colleagues in Brussels recently, and have all agreed that we will 
reserve our position, partly because it gives us some leverage over both Israelis 
and the Palestinians as we urge them back into talks in the coming weeks and 
months. That is our focus at the moment. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110905/text/110905w0
003.htm#1109066000086  
 
The statement referred to above can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110719/debtext/11071
9-0001.htm#11071988000031  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Ann Clwyd (2135) Palestinian membership of the United Nations - That this House 
recalls the target set by President Obama last year of welcoming `a new member of the 
United Nations - an independent sovereign state of Palestine' by September 2011, a 
target also endorsed by the EU and the Quartet; notes that the World Bank, International 
Monetary Fund, United Nations and EU have all reported that Palestine is ready for 
statehood; recalls that Palestinian negotiators entered talks with Israel and offered 
substantial concessions; regrets that talks broke down because of Prime Minister 
Netanyahu's refusal to extend even a partial freeze on illegal settlement-building; further 
notes that Palestinians have recognised Israel since 1993 despite Israel's refusal to 
recognise a Palestinian state; further notes that 122 countries with nearly 90 per cent. of 
the world's population now recognised Palestine and even among Israelis 48 per cent. 
support recognition and only 41 per cent. oppose; and concludes that the way forward is 
to recognise an independent Palestinian state alongside Israel and support its admission 
to the UN because this will be the most effective guarantor of a resumption of 
negotiations and will also be the best protector of the rights not only of Palestinians in the 
Occupied Territories, but also of Palestinians living in Israel and of Palestinian refugees 
abroad. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2135  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by the Spokesperson of EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on 
the attack against the Al-Nurayn mosque in the West Bank 
… The High Representative strongly condemns the setting on fire and vandalising of the 
Al-Nurayn mosque in Qusra in the West Bank on Monday. Attacks against places of 
worship undermine the freedom of religion or belief which is a fundamental human right. 
The High Representative calls on the Israeli authorities to investigate the attack, bring the 
perpetrators to justice and prevent such attacks happening again. These provocations 
seriously undermine efforts to build the necessary trust for a comprehensive peace in the 
region. The EU will continue to work for a peaceful and negotiated resolution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/124506.pdf  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Religious Freedom 
Tony Baldry: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
the conclusions were of the recent Wilton Park conference on religious freedoms across 
the world. [68665] 

Mr Jeremy Browne: The conference, entitled “Promoting Religious Freedom 
Around the World”, was attended by a range of national and international religious 
leaders, non-governmental organisations, academics, parliamentarians and 
members of the Foreign Secretary's Advisory Group on Human Rights. The 
conference looked at the main theological, cultural, societal and political drivers 
behind religious intolerance and persecution. Separate working groups looked at 
the issues of: legal recognition of religions; public manifestation of religions; 
apostasy and conversion; and blasphemy. 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials are currently looking at how to 
strengthen our freedom of religion or belief policy. The conference identified a 
number of ideas that will now be taken forward in this review, including 
strengthening the right to freedom of religion or belief in bilateral human rights 
strategies and developing our engagement with a range of religious leaders. 
Wilton Park will separately be issuing a summary of the conference, which will be 
published shortly at: http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110905/text/110905w0
003.htm#1109066000087  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated this week 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/arbitrationandmediationservicesequalityhl.html  
 
Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html 
 
 

Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html 
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html 
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** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html 
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110905-
0001.htm#1109055001608  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110905-
0002.htm#11090530000432  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2012/0090/amend/ml090-ii.htm  
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html 
 
** Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Measures Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/terrorismpreventionandinvestigationmeasures.html 
 

Report Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110905/debtext/1109
05-0002.htm#11090519000001  
 

Report Stage Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2012/0211/pro211110905.715-
721.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/bills/01-offbehfoot/index.htm   
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Consultations           ** new or updated this week 

** closes in 6 days 
British foreign policy and the 'Arab Spring'  (closing date 12 September 2011) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/british-foreign-policy-and-the-arab-spring/  
 
Voluntary Sector Independence (closing date 21 September 2011) 
http://www.independencepanel.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Independence-
Panel_ReportFinal14July2011.pdf  
 
 

VAT: Cost Sharing Exemption (closing date 30 September 2011) 
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/downloadFile?contentID=HMCE_P
ROD1_031398 
 
** Northern Ireland Assembly Equality Scheme 2011 – 2016  
(closing date 14 October 2011) 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/equalityscheme.htm  
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Do we need a UK Bill of Rights? (closing date date 11 November 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/about/cbr/cbr-discussion-paper.pdf  
 
Review of Personal, Social, Health and Economics (PSHE) Education  
(closing date 30 November 2011 ) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1759&external=no&menu=1 
 
The Registration of Civil Partnerships Same Sex Marriage  
(closing date 9 December 2011) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/254430/0120640.pdf 
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