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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Debate 

Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill: Second Reading, House of Lords 
includes: 
col 131  The Minister of State, Home Office (Baroness Neville-Jones): … the Bill 
makes reasonable changes to the procedures for obtaining an arrest warrant for 
universal jurisdiction offences. Universal jurisdiction is a key principle of international 
justice. It enables some of the gravest offences to be prosecuted in the UK, regardless of 
where they have been committed. The Government believe that the requirement to seek 
the agreement of the Director of Public Prosecutions that a case has a realistic chance of 
success is a fair and proportionate measure to ensure that arrest warrants are issued in 
a responsible fashion. The Bill is a package of measures, carefully balanced to tackle 
problems in our society through restoring power to communities and professionals where 
it belongs. … 

 

col 134  Lord Hunt of Kings Heath: … We believe that the law on universal jurisdiction 
should be changed to address the problem where private citizens can secure an arrest 
warrant even when there is no evidence for, or prospect of, a prosecution. However, I 
also reiterate the Opposition's strong belief in the importance of universal jurisdiction. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110427-
0001.htm#11042773000346  
 

col 158  Baroness Ramsay of Cartvale: … An unintended consequence of the current 
legislation is that the DPP is only consulted before the issue of arrest warrants in public 
prosecutions, not private ones. That really does not make any sense. Amending the law 
to require the DPP's consent to the issue of arrest warrants against foreigners alleged to 
have committed war crimes will strengthen our system of applying universal jurisdiction 
laws. Clause 154 is therefore very welcome. … 

 

col 159  Lord Carlile of Berriew: … I, along with others, will in due course table an 
amendment aimed to ensure reporting and accountability of the work in relation to the 
universal jurisdiction. … I welcome that clause [154] and cannot understand any logical 
argument for the view that private prosecutions could be brought at a lower standard 
than public prosecutions. The Director of Public Prosecutions has shown himself to be 
reliable in dealing with private prosecutions when he has taken them over and recently 
the higher courts have supported his view that private prosecutions should be subject to 
the same dual code test that the CPS applies to public prosecutions. I shall strongly 
oppose any attempt to remove Clause 154 from the Bill. … 

 

col 188  Baroness D'Souza: … Any prosecution … is dependent on the consent of the 
DPP, thus the two events, arrest and prosecution, are distinct. Clause 154 now conflates  
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these two procedures by requiring all the evidence previously dealt with by magistrates to 
come before the DPP before any decision on arrest can take place. … why it is 
necessary to add another level of permission? … 

 

col 193  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … The difference in a private prosecution is that the 
test is much lower-a prima facie case-and the magistrate is shown only the alleged 
evidence for the prosecution and nothing at all from the defence. There has never been a 
private prosecution for universal jurisdiction ending with a conviction. There has never 
been a trial. … So, at present, an arrest warrant is issued and the person concerned is 
not informed, nor can he or she defend themselves. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110427-0002.htm  
 

col 203  Baroness Tonge: … the real reason for Clause 154 is that … the Israeli 
Government-complained when an arrest warrant was issued on the former Israeli cabinet 
member Mrs Livni when she wanted to visit the UK. Noble Lords may remember that Mrs 
Livni was a member of the cabinet in Israel that authorised Operation Cast Lead against 
Gaza, where, as verified by many human rights groups and Judge Goldstone's UN fact-
finding mission, war crimes were probably committed. Mrs Livni is famous for saying that 
Israel would "go wild" in Gaza.  Discussions with the Israeli Government took place, as 
was confirmed in an Answer from the noble Baroness, Lady Kinnock, to my noble friend 
Lady Northover in 2009. The then Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, announced that he 
would see that the law was amended to prevent UK citizens, "motivated purely by 
political gesture", from doing such a thing again. … 
What an insult this is to our senior district judges, and to human right groups worldwide. 
More importantly, what an insult it is to Judge Goldstone and the United Nations. … the 
Palestinians have been betrayed by the only party-mine-that ever gave them real 
support. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110427-0003.htm  

 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Meat: Ritual Slaughter 
Simon Wright: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
what estimate she has made of the number and proportion of domesticated animals and 
birds slaughtered without prior stunning in 2010. [51899] 

Mr Paice: The most recent data on the slaughter of animals without prior stunning 
was published in March 2004 by the Meat Hygiene Service in its Animal Welfare 
Review. The data was collected through a survey of meat plants between 1 and 7 
September 2003. The following table shows the number of animals killed over that 
period without prior stunning for the production of kosher and halal meat: 

Species Not stunned 

Cattle 365 

Calves 8 

Young lambs 6,845 

Other sheep 11,454 

Goats 62 

Broilers 167,745 

Hens 15,900 

Turkeys 749 

Ducks 610 

More recent data collected by the EU Dialrel project see: 
http://www.dialrel.eu/images/factsheet-assesment-practices.pdf  shows that, of the  
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UK abattoirs surveyed, 100% of the animals and birds slaughtered for the 
production of kosher meat were slaughtered without prior stunning. For halal meat, 
25% of cattle and 7% of sheep were slaughtered without prior stunning. The 
Dialrel data also indicates that no poultry were slaughtered for halal production 
without stunning. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110427/text/110427w0
001.htm#1104287000017  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Robert Halfon (1759) Religious education in schools - That this House supports 
religious education in Harlow primary and secondary schools; believes that religious 
education lessons can help pupils to learn about ethical and philosophical questions as 
well as the many faiths in 21st century Britain; notes that the Government's reforms are a 
real opportunity to create closer community links between schools and faith groups such 
as local churches; further notes that many Christians have expressed a strong 
enthusiasm for these reforms but are worried that the English Baccalaureate may not 
make enough room for religious education; and further believes that religious education 
should be fully included in the important proposals for an English Baccalaureate. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-11/1759  

 
 

House of Lords Library 

Letter dated 26/04/2011 from Lord Taylor of Holbeach to Lord Low of Dalston 
regarding the Equality and Human Rights Commission 
http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2011/DEP2011-0699.pdf  

 
 

All-Party Parliamentary Group on Homeland Security 

Keeping Britain Safe: An Assessment of UK Homeland Security Strategy 
http://homeland-security.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/APPG-HS-Inaugural-
Report.pdf  

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the passage of the Nakba Bill through the Israeli Knesset, and the impact of this upon 
freedom of speech.[HL8543] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We attach great importance to the civil liberties laid down in Israel's 
founding documents, including freedom of speech. As stated in our recent Human 
Rights Command Paper, we remain concerned by a growing climate of 
intolerance in Israel, which is exacerbated by Knesset bills like the Naqba Bill 
referred to in the question. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110427w0001.htm#110
42788000511  
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Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the recent increase in settler violence in the West Bank as documented by the Office 
for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs; and what discussions they have had with 
the Government of Israel to prevent such violence. [HL8545] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are following closely the recent increase in settler violence in the 
West Bank. It is important that the Israeli Government meet their obligations as an 
occupying power to ensure the safety of Palestinian civilians and to deal 
transparently, impartially and effectively with criminal acts carried out by extreme 
members of the settler movement. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, the right 
honourable Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) also condemned the recent 
murder of a family in Itamar. It was an act of incomprehensible cruelty and 
brutality and we hope the perpetrator is brought to justice swiftly. 
All those who support a secure future for Israel and a future Palestinian state 
should be working urgently to restart peace negotiations, not taking steps which 
make this more difficult. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110427w0001.htm#110
42788000513  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Touhig: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
the impact of the revolution in Egypt on the Israel-Palestine conflict.[HL8370] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Egypt has played an important role in the Middle East peace process 
and its peace agreement with Israel is vital to regional stability. We welcome 
commitments made by the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces and interim 
Government in Egypt that Egypt will abide by its international and regional treaty 
obligations, including the peace treaty with Israel. We believe that recent events 
across the Middle East have heightened the urgency of making progress on the 
Middle East peace process, and continue to urge all parties concerned to return to 
negotiations based on clear parameters as soon as possible. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with the Government of Israel on the operational freedom of local and international non-
governmental organisations in the Palestinian Territories and Israel.[HL8544] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: On 21 February the Knesset passed a transparency 
law requiring greater disclosure by non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 
funded by foreign Governments. The law requires that such NGOs must submit 
and publish quarterly returns of such funding. 
The initial draft of the law included significant restrictions upon the ability of NGOs 
to accept support from Government. These points have been removed from the 
final version. 
Our embassy in Tel Aviv and our consulate general in Jerusalem have had 
contacts with a number of non-governmental organisations on these issues. We 
understand that the new law is likely to have limited impact upon their 
organisations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110427w0001.htm#110
42788000512  
 

Palestine 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
reports of torture of female Palestinian journalists by Hamas on 27 March. [HL8372] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are not aware of such reports on 27 March 2011. However, on 30  
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March 2011 there was a protest in Gaza calling for an end to Palestinian disunity. 
There are allegations that Hamas security forces used force against the protesters 
and journalists covering the events. 
As my honourable friend the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Alistair Burt, 
said in his statement of 21 March 2011: 
"I condemn the barrage of mortars on southern Israel from Gaza in recent days. 
The indiscriminate targeting of Israeli citizens, as they celebrated the Jewish 
festival of Purim, is unacceptable. The firing of over 50 mortars in the space of a 
few hours, as well as a Grad rocket on Ashkelon that caused injury and damage, 
signals a further, worrying escalation in the situation at a time when international 
efforts are focused on getting Israel and the Palestinians back to the negotiating 
table. Hamas must halt these strikes immediately, and rein in other militant 
factions in Gaza. 
These attacks come against the backdrop of last week's footage of Hamas 
security forces assaulting students and other peaceful demonstrators in Gaza. 
Over the weekend Hamas also targeted local and foreign media organisations. 
The people of Gaza, like the people across the region, have an absolute right to 
freedom of expression and peaceful assembly. Hamas should not think that while 
the attention of the world is elsewhere we will turn a blind eye to their actions". 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
proposals for a unified Palestinian negotiating team or a similar interim government. 
[HL8446] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We look forward to President Abbas forming a 
Government soon, in time for elections called for September. We support the 
principles of a unified Palestinian leadership, committed to a negotiated peace, 
and call on Hamas to take immediate and concrete steps towards the quartet 
principles. 
We continue to call for both parties to return urgently to negotiations based on 
clear parameters. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they have taken or will 
take to foster democracy in the Occupied Territories of Palestine.[HL8464] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: President Abbas has made it clear that he wishes 
elections to take place by September this year in the whole of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. It is for Hamas to now respond positively to President 
Abbas's initiative. The Palestinian people deserve to have their voices heard as 
much as any other in the region. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110427w0001.htm#110
42788000521  
 

Lebanon 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
reports that Hezbollah have sited bunkers for launching missiles adjacent to hospitals 
and schools south of the Litani river in Lebanon.[HL8373] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): International investigations carried out after the 2006 Lebanon Israel 
war found that Hezbollah often stored and fired weaponry from civilian buildings. 
There is no reason to believe that Hezbollah would reconsider operating from 
civilian buildings in any future conflict with Israel. Reports suggest extensive 
preparations for Hezbollah to fight in built-up areas south of the Litani. 
UN Security Council Resolution (SCR) 1701 calls for a full ceasefire, including no 
weapons south of the Litani River. We remain concerned by reports of weapons 
transfers to Hezbollah, including Hezbollah's own claims that it possesses 
significant military capabilities. 
During his visit to Syria in January, the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth  Affairs,  my  right  honourable  friend  the  Member  for Richmond  
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(Yorks) (Mr Hague) made clear and firm representations to President Assad and 
Foreign Minister Muallem on the dangers to the stability of the region in allowing 
the smuggling of weapons to Hezbollah. My officials continue to raise UN SCR 
1701 at a senior level in both Beirut and Damascus. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110427w0001.htm#110
42788000516  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jeremy Corbyn  (1757) Mordechai Vanunu - That this House notes that 21 April 2011 
marked seven years since Mordechai Vanunu was released from Ashkelon prison having 
served his full sentence of 18 years for revealing the truth about Israel's nuclear weapons 
programme; further notes that he faces no further charges and yet since his release he 
has continued to be subject to severe restrictions on his human rights on freedom of 
movement, speech and association; requests that the Government condemns these 
ongoing restrictions; and calls on the Israeli government to recognise Vanunu's full 
human rights by allowing him to leave Israel forthwith, as he has so often declared to be 
his wish. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-11/1757  

 
 

European Union 

Statement by the High Representative, Catherine Ashton, on the agreement to form 
a Palestinian interim government 
Catherine Ashton, the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy and Vice-President of the Commission, made today the following statement: "On 
behalf of the EU, I am following the decision to form an interim Palestinian Government 
with great interest. The EU has consistently called for peace and reconciliation, under the 
authority of President Abbas, leading to an end to the division between the West Bank 
and Gaza and in support of greater security and stability across the region. We will study 
the detail of this agreement and discuss with colleagues in the EU and in the region." 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/121667.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html  
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** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 

Notice of amendmtns 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/amend/cob1612704a.18
55-1856.html  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110427-
0001.htm#11042773000346  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2011/0146/amend/pbc1462804m.119-125.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 5 days 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
 

Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
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Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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