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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Meat: Ritual Slaughter 
Simon Wright: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (1) 
what recent discussions she has had with the food industry on (a) labelling and (b) point of 
sale information for halal meat; [51720] 
(2) with which (a) representatives and (b) organisations of the food industry she has had 
recent discussions on the labelling of halal and kosher meat; and what points were 
covered in those discussions. [51898] 

Mr Paice: Since mid-2010 a number of meetings have taken place at which method 
of slaughter labelling was discussed. These have involved the British Retail 
Consortium, chief executives and senior representatives of the main grocery 
retailers, the British Hospitality Association, the British Services Association, the 
British Meat Processors Association, Dairy UK and the Food and Drink Federation. 
In addition, meetings have also taken place to discuss (i) the welfare of animals 
during religious slaughter, (ii) implementation of EU Regulation 1099/2009 on the 
protection of animals at killing and (iii) method of slaughter labelling have also 
taken place with or involving Shechita UK, organisations representing the Muslim 
Community, halal certifying bodies and halal meat producers, the British Meat 
Processors Association, the Association of Independent Meat Suppliers, the British 
Veterinary Association, the Humane Slaughter Association, the Veterinary Public 
Health Association and the Food Standards Agency. 

Simon Wright: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
what her policy is on the labelling of halal and kosher meat. [51900] 

Mr Paice: There is no requirement to label meat as halal or kosher. However, 
where meat is labelled as halal or kosher voluntarily, this must not mislead the 
consumer and information provided on the label or in the presentation of a food 
must not be false or misleading. 
We are aware that some people would like to have more information about the 
methods used to slaughter animals. However, this is a difficult, complex and 
sensitive issue that cannot easily be resolved in view of the many competing 
interests involved. We will be looking at this further, but will need to consider any 
approach to labelling carefully in the context of EU labelling legislation and welfare 
requirements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110426/text/110426w00
01.htm#11042713000043   
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Civil Partnership Act 2004 
Lord Tebbit: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Baroness Verma on 9 March (WA 404), who were the "stakeholders" to whom they 
"listened"; how many there were; how they were chosen; and how they define "equal civil 
marriage and partnerships".[HL8477] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: Ministers and officials met a range of denominations and 
groups as part of a listening exercise on the next steps for civil partnerships. Those 
who attended were representatives of the Church of England, the Roman Catholic 
Church, the Evangelical Alliance, the Quakers, the Unitarian and Free Christian 
Churches, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, as well as representatives of 
the Jewish, Buddhist and Hindu faiths. Representatives also attended from 
Stonewall, the Lesbian and Gay Foundation, Lesbian and Gay Christians, 
Changing Attitudes and Outrage. Representatives from other groups were invited 
but did not attend. 
These groups were selected as a result of their interest in this issue during the 
passage of Section 202 of the Equality Act 2010 through Parliament and on the 
advice of the Department for Communities and Local Government which holds 
overall responsibility for the Government's engagement with faith communities. 
A definition of equal civil marriage and partnerships will be one of the key issues to 
be considered during the further consultation with all those who have an interest in 
this area in due course. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110426w0001.htm#1104
267001969  
 
The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110309w0001.htm#1103
0965000356  

 
 

DEFRA 

Sharing responsibility for animal health and welfare policy 
People affected by Government policy on animal health and welfare will for the first time 
make recommendations on those policies directly to Ministers, Agriculture Minister Jim 
Paice announced today. 
A new Animal Health and Welfare Board for England will bring experts including farmers, 
veterinarians, welfare experts and others from outside Government together with the 
Chief Veterinary Officer and civil servants to make direct policy recommendations on 
policy affecting the health and welfare of all kept animals such as farm animals, horses 
and pets. … 
The Board will be made up of around 12 members, 5 senior Defra officials including the 
Chief Veterinary Officer, and 7-8 external members … 
The Board’s responsibilities include: 

 setting the strategic policy priorities; 
 development of key policies and how they should be funded; … 
 determining the surveillance and research priorities; … 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/04/26/responsibility-animal-health/  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the treatment of residents in the Bedouin 
villages in Abu Dis near Jerusalem, and in particular access to water supplies provided 
by the European Union.[HL8432] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We remain concerned that Israel's minority Arab 
population, including Bedouin Arab minorities, are suffering institutional, legal and 
societal inequality and discrimination. We continue to support calls made by the 
EU and the UN for a genuine and satisfactory solution to these problems that the 
Bedouin communities face. 
We are aware of the situation in Abu Dis, and as the noble Baroness is aware, we 
have a strong record of lobbying hard on issues relating to house demolitions and 
settlement building and we continue to pursue this. 
As the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right 
honourable friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) said on 5 April 
2011: 
"I condemn Israel's decision to approve more than 900 settlement units in the East 
Jerusalem suburb of Gilo and the retrospective approval which has been given for 
construction in five West Bank settlements. This is not disputed territory. It is 
occupied Palestinian territory and ongoing settlement expansion is illegal under 
international law, an obstacle to peace and a threat to a two state solution. We 
call on the Israeli authorities to reconsider this decision, which undermines the 
prospects for peace. All those who support a secure future for Israel and a future 
Palestinian state should be working urgently to restart peace negotiations, not 
taking steps which make this more difficult." 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the recent assassination of four members 
of Hamas in their car.[HL8433] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: In recent weeks we have made clear to Israel that 
while we recognise its legitimate right to self-defence, it is vital to ensure that 
responses to attacks are proportionate and avoid civilian casualties and loss of 
innocent life. 
More generally, we are concerned at increasing tensions around Gaza and 
southern Israel, as the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my right honourable friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague) said on 
7 April:   
"I unreservedly condemn today's attack from Gaza on a bus carrying 
schoolchildren in southern Israel. The initial reports we have received suggest the 
bus was deliberately targeted and that a 16 year old boy has been critically 
injured. This is a despicable and cowardly act that stands in stark contrast to 
people's desire for peaceful reform across the region. Violence will never deliver 
peace. I reiterate that Hamas must halt these strikes immediately, and rein in 
other militant factions in Gaza. 
This attack further highlights Israel's legitimate security concerns. As I have made 
clear, Israel has every right to protect its people. But it is also important that in so 
doing that it also shows restraint and makes every effort to avoid causing civilian 
casualties. I am very concerned about reports that several people in Gaza were 
killed and others wounded in retaliatory strikes." 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what reports they have received, 
and what representations they have made, about the destruction of ancient wells near 
Bethlehem.[HL8435] 
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Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We are aware of reports that an ancient well was 
recently demolished near Bethlehem. We are not able to raise every issue, and 
focus our lobbying on the highest priority issues. We have a strong record of 
lobbying hard on issues relating to house demolitions and settlement building and 
we continue to pursue this. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110426w0002.htm#110
4267002036  

 
Israel and Palestine 

Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will support the offer of 
the Government of Israel to enter into direct peace negotiations with the Palestinian 
Authority without pre-conditions. [HL8371] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We want to see a return to negotiations. We believe 
negotiations need to take place on the basis of clear parameters in order to 
secure progress. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel to enable the members of the Palestinian Authority 
currently sheltering in the Red Cross in East Jerusalem to go back to their 
homes.[HL8462] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We have not made any recent representations to the 
Government of Israel, however, our position remains that forcible transfer of 
people out of the city for political reasons is illegal under international 
humanitarian law. The EU has previously raised these specific cases with the 
Israeli Government, making its views clear. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the number of elected members of the Palestinian Authority held in Israeli prisons. 
[HL8463] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We understand that as at 31 December 2010 there 
were 15 members of the Palestinian Legislative Council imprisoned by Israeli 
authorities comprising two Fatah members, one member of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine and the remaining, members of Hamas. 
We will continue to monitor the situation with regard to all Palestinian prisoners, 
including Parliamentarians, in Israeli prisons. We call on the Israeli Government to 
take immediate action to ensure that all cases are reviewed by a court in 
accordance with fair procedures, and that detainees' rights are upheld. All 
Palestinian prisoners should have access to a fair trial, and Israel should ensure 
that it acts always in accordance with international law. We shall continue to raise 
our concerns with the Israeli authorities and issue statements when appropriate. 

Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
recent remarks by Judge Richard Goldstone concerning the findings of his 2009 report to 
the United Nations about the conflict between Hamas and Israel.[HL8570] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: The Goldstone report outlines serious allegations of 
breaches of international humanitarian law during the Gaza conflict. Justice 
Goldstone acknowledges in his recent comments that some aspects of his report 
would look differently in light of new evidence correcting the allegation in the 
report that Israel intentionally targeted civilians. 
Justice Goldstone has made clear that there is no reason to reconsider the 
various other serious allegations contained in the report at this time. 
This latest insight into the events surrounding the Gaza conflict have come about 
because of the process that was set in train by his fact-finding mission, and is 
absolutely consistent with our long-standing policy of calling for full, credible and 
independent investigations by the parties into any and all allegations of breaches 
of international humanitarian law (IHL). 
Allegations of breaches of IHL made against all parties to the Gaza conflict are 
not limited to the Goldstone  report and h ave arisen  from  various  other  credible  
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sources. We firmly believe that any and all such allegations must be met with 
credible and independent investigations by the parties to the conflict. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110426w0002.htm#110
4267002037  
 

Palestine 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government why they did not intervene to prevent 
civilian casualties in Palestine during Operation Cast Lead in 2009.[HL8151] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We support the full implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 
1860 which called for a ceasefire between the parties to the conflict, and continue 
to call for full, credible and independent investigations into allegations of breaches 
of international humanitarian law that have arisen. 
My noble friend will be aware that we are unable to comment on a decision made 
by a previous Government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110426w0003.htm#110
4267002056  
 

West Bank: Labelling 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government how they enforce the obligation to label 
goods produced in Israeli settlements on the West Bank as such; whether there have 
been prosecutions for deception or false labelling; and which of the following companies, 
Tesco, Waitrose, Asda, Marks & Spencer, Sainsbury, B&Q, Debenhams, Costco, Focus, 
Homebase, Makro, Toys-R-Us and Taylormade Beauty, have been identified as selling 
products of Israeli settlements without correct labelling.[HL8507] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (Baroness Wilcox): I will write to the noble Lord and a 
copy of my letter will be placed in the Library of the House. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110426w0004.htm#110
4267002102  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what evidence they have received 
that the Government of Israel is obstructing aid flow through crossings into Gaza. 
[HL8434] 

Baroness Northover: The recent Israeli decision to close completely the crossing 
at Karni, due to security concerns, has had an impact on the amount of goods 
which can enter or leave Gaza. Although capacity at Kerem Shalom, now the only 
permanent crossing into Gaza, has been increased broadly in line with 
commitments made in June 2010, the overall potential capacity for transporting 
goods into and out of Gaza has been reduced. 
According to a recent UN report on Gaza, the easing of restrictions announced by 
Israel in June 2010 has resulted in the increased availability of consumer goods 
and some raw materials for manufacturers. Although this is welcome, it falls short 
of what is needed. Only international organisations are allowed to import 
construction materials which are subject to protracted and complex entry permit 
procedures. We continue to press the Israeli Government for full and unhindered 
access for all humanitarian aid, and to meet their recent promises to facilitate 
exports from Gaza. 
The UN OCHA report Easing the Blockade: assessing the humanitarian impact on 
the population of the Gaza Strip was published in March 2011 and can be found 
at www.ocha-opt.org 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government when they plan to hold talks with 
Hamas leaders in Gaza and Damascus.[HL8465] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: As  the  noble  Baroness is aware,  we do not have any  
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direct contact with Hamas. Hamas must make credible movement towards the 
Quartet Principles, which remain the benchmark against which its intentions 
should be judged. We have no plans to hold talks with Hamas leaders in Gaza 
and Damascus until Hamas have accepted these principles. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110426w0002.htm#110
4267002008  
 

Israel: Kidnapping 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with the government of Israel about the alleged kidnapping of Derar Abu Sisi in 
Ukraine.[HL8437] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We are concerned by the alleged kidnapping of Derar 
Abu Sisi. His case is now before the Israeli courts. We continue to press the 
Government of Israel to ensure due process and the fair treatment of all 
Palestinian detainees. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110426w0002.htm#110
4267002038  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2010-2011/0060/amend/am060-d.htm  
 
Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2011/0146/amend/pbc1462704m.109-115.html   
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/pro1462604p.25-30.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 6 days 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
 

Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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