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Home Affairs 

Downing Street 

David Cameron’s message for Passover 
Prime Minister David Cameron has sent his “very best wishes” to Jewish communities in 
Britain and across the world as they celebrate the festival of Pesach. 
The Prime Minister said: “As the festival of Pesach begins, I want to send my very best 
wishes to Jewish communities in Britain and across the world. 
As friends and families gather around the seder table, they remember a story of hope, of 
the liberation of a people from tyranny. So it falls to today’s generation, inspired by that 
great struggle for freedom, to forge a path to peace and stability for Israel and the wider 
region.   
This government will do everything we can to support you in that goal. And we wish you 
and your family a very happy and peaceful Pesach.” 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/latest-news/2011/04/david-camerons-message-for-
passover-63167  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary's Passover message  
Foreign Secretary William Hague sends best wishes for Passover to the Jewish 
community in Britain and across the world.  
He said: "I am delighted to send my best wishes to the Jewish community in Britain and 
around the world as celebrations for the festival of Pesach begin. This is a joyous time for 
Jews around the world as they come together to celebrate liberty and freedom. 
Passover marks the Children of Israel’s release from slavery and the start of their journey 
to the Promised Land. The sad events of the last few weeks, including the rocket attacks 
from Gaza and the bomb in Jerusalem, have shown that the search for peace and for 
freedom from fear is not yet over. So I join with Jews the world over in hoping that the 
coming year will finally bring about lasting peace, and that it will ensure that Israel is 
finally, truly secure and at peace. 
I wish you and your family a Hag Hirut Sameach.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=584782582  
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European Parliament Environment, Public Health and  
Food Safety Committee 

Food labelling: Environment Committee sets out clearer rules 
… The committee amended draft EU legislation to ensure that labels are legible, do not 
mislead, and provide the information that consumers need to make choices. The draft 
legislation, voted at the second reading by the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety Committee on Tuesday, aims to modernise, simplify and clarify food labelling 
within the EU. …    
Additional labelling of meat … to avoid misleading consumers  
Meat labels should indicate where the animal was born, reared and slaughtered, say 
MEPs. In addition, meat from slaughter without stunning (in accordance with certain 
religious traditions), should be labelled as such and meat consisting of combined meat 
parts must be labelled "formed meat".    
MEPs strengthened the rules to ensure that consumers are not misled by the 
presentation of food packaging. They also insisted that foods should not be labelled in a 
way that could create the impression that they are a different food. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+IM-
PRESS+20110418IPR18101+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN  
 

The Minute and verbatim record of the Committee meeting are not yet available online. 
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Israel 

STUC (reported by the SPSC but not yet on the STUC website) 

The Scottish Trade Union Congress condemns the Histadrut and declares its 
continued commitment to the campaign of boycott, divestment and sanctions 
against the state of Israel  
… FBU Scotland Organiser, Jim Malone … [said] "The Histadrut through their collusion, 
through their support of the illegal actions of the Israeli government is an organisation 
unworthy of the title trade union. The trade union movement is a family, with the Israeli 
Histadrut, as an even distant cousin, we are a dysfunction family". … 
Mike Kirby for the STUC General Council … [said] "It's clear, overwhelmingly, that the 
Histadrut has failed consistently to criticise the illegal occupation, the erection of the 
apartheid wall, the siege of Gaza, the attack on the humanitarian flotilla and countless 
other transgressions...In the General Council's view this position is inconsistent with the 
duty of trade unions to support human rights and exhibit global solidarity. Furthermore, 
the stance adopted by the Histadrut has the effect of normalising the illegal occupation 
and other serious transgressions committed by the Israelis." … 
… the General Council committed to "continue to consider its stance in relation to the 
JNF [Jewish National Fund]". Dundee Trade Union Council's Mike Arnott informed 
delegates of the official launch on Land Day, 30 March, of "an international campaign to 
stop the JNF and to strip it of its charitable status worldwide...we call for the JNF to be 
struck off as a charity in the UK." … 
To read the full Scottish Palestine Solidarity Campaign report see 
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3624:the-
scottish-trade-union-congress-stuc-condemns-the-histadrut-and-declares-its-continued-
commitment-to-the-campaign-of-boycott-divestment-and-sanctions-bds-against-the-
state-of-israel&catid=523:news&Itemid=200466  
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To read the text of the STUC motions see nos 99 and 100 (p32) of 
http://www.stuc.org.uk/files/Congress%202011/STUC%20Agenda%202011.pdf  

 
 

United Nations 

UN political chief urges ‘bold and decisive’ steps to revive Middle East peace talks 
The United Nations political affairs chief today voiced concern over the continuing 
deadlock in peace talks aimed at resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and urged both 
parities to make bold and decisive steps to end the stalemate and to avoid violence and 
provocative actions that could undermine political efforts. 
“Both parties should be concerned that the political track is falling behind the significant 
progress being made by the Palestinian Authority in its state-building agenda,” said B. 
Lynn Pascoe, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, in a briefing to the Security 
Council on the situation in the Middle East. … 
But he voiced concern that the Palestinian Authority has not able to extend its State-
building work to Gaza due to the ongoing Palestinian political divide. 
He said that the latest reporting period saw the highest level of violence in Gaza and 
Israel since Operation Cast Lead took place more than two years ago. 
Palestinian militant groups, including Hamas, fired 111 mortar shells and 155 rockets 
while Israel conducted six incursions and 57 air strikes into Gaza since the last briefing to 
the Security Council. One Israeli child was killed and two civilians were injured by 
Palestinian rocket fire. Some 19 Palestinian militants and 15 civilians were killed, while 
17 militants and 60 civilians were injured, as a result of Israeli military actions. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38165&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes tomorrow 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
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Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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