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United Nations 

New UN report assesses progress on Palestinian State-building efforts 
A new United Nations report highlights progress made by the Palestinian Authority in 
building institutions necessary for a functioning State, while stressing the need for Israel 
to roll back “measures of occupation” and for an urgent resumption of negotiations 
between the two sides.  
“In the limited territory under its control and within the constraints on the ground imposed 
by unresolved political issues, the PA has accelerated progress in improving its 
governmental functions,” states the report, entitled “Palestinian State-building: A Decisive 
Period.” 
Prepared by the office of the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process 
the report notes that in the six areas where the UN is most engaged, governmental 
functions are now sufficient for a functioning government of a State.  
These are governance, rule of law and human rights; livelihoods and productive sectors; 
education and culture; health; social protection; and infrastructure and water. In each 
sector, the report provides a detailed assessment of progress to date in light of strong 
Palestinian reform efforts and donor engagement. It notes Israeli measures to facilitate 
movement and access which have also supported economic activity. … 
While the Palestinian Authority is clearly “on track,” said Mr. Serry, “the institutional 
achievements of the State-building agenda are approaching their limits within the political 
and physical space currently available, precisely at the time when it is approaching its 
target date for completion. … I believe Israel needs to roll back measures of occupation 
to match the PA’s achievements. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://unclef.com/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38092&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
Palestinian State-Building: A Decisive Period 
http://www.unsco.org/Documents/Special/UNs%20Report%20to%20the%20AHLC%2013
_April_2011.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 

Council of Europe 

Debate on religious dimension of intercultural dialogue: time to create new culture 
of living together 
A debate on the religious dimension of intercultural dialogue, on Tuesday 12 April, is one 
of the highlights of the spring session of the Parliamentary Assembly. … Presenting her 
report, Anne Brasseur (Luxembourg, ALDE) stressed that it was time to create a new 
culture of living together on the basis of the assertion of everyone’s equal dignity and of 
wholehearted adherence to the principles of democracy and human rights. She also said 
each person should be able to practice their faith according to their own convictions, but 
within the framework of respect for the rights of others: ''We each have to learn that our 
own convictions are not the only valid ones''. … 
To read the full press release, including links to the Committee Report, and 
extracts of speeches, see 
 http://www.coe.int/t/dc/files/pa_session/april_2011/20110412_news_dialogue_en.asp  
 

To read the verbatim record of the debate see 
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/Records/2011/E/1104121000E.htm  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes tomorrow 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
 

 
2

http://www.coe.int/t/dc/files/pa_session/april_2011/20110412_news_dialogue_en.asp
http://assembly.coe.int/Main.asp?link=/Documents/Records/2011/E/1104121000E.htm
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justice_2011_-_2015.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justice_2011_-_2015.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justice_2011_-_2015.htm


 
3

 

Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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