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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Listed Places of Worship 
Diana Johnson (Kingston upon Hull North) (Lab): What recent discussions the 
Church Commissioners have had with Ministers on the future of the listed places of 
worship grant scheme. [50782] 

Tony Baldry: The Church of England welcomed the Government's 
announcement last October that the listed places of worship scheme would 
continue beyond March 2011. We also accept the Government's need to return 
the scheme to its original scope of eligibility and to set cash limits for each year. 
Since then, the Church of England has had positive discussions with the 
Department for Culture, Media and Sport to determine how the scheme can 
operate as simply as possible to ensure that all the available money is paid out 
and that the Department's budget is not exceeded. 

Diana Johnson: Will the hon. Gentleman continue to make sure that there will be 
discussions with all the key stakeholders to ensure that churches in the most deprived 
communities, where private donations are harder to get, do not suffer unfairly because of 
the changes to the scheme? 

Tony Baldry: Absolutely. It is, of course, a fundamental principle of the Church 
Commissioners to make sure that Church resources are targeted at deprived 
areas. 

Miss Anne McIntosh (Thirsk and Malton) (Con): Will my hon. Friend confirm whether, 
if lottery money is to be increased, it will also be good news for places of worship? 

Tony Baldry: Yes, absolutely. Indeed, we need to lever in all forms of funding for 
church buildings, which are a very important part of our heritage. The Church of 
England looks after 19,000 churches, many of which are grade I listed buildings. 
We need to make sure that we find money from wherever we can to maintain that 
heritage for future generations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110405/debtext/11040
5-0001.htm#11040574000045  
 

Community Development: Religion 
Mr Allen: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
legislative and other provisions provide that religious organisations which win contracts to 
deliver public services under his proposed community right to challenge do not 
discriminate in the provision of such services. [50900] 

Andrew Stunell [holding answer 4 April 2011]: Under the Equality Act 2010 any 
organisation delivering a  service-whether following a procurement  exercise under  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110405/debtext/110405-0001.htm#11040574000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110405/debtext/110405-0001.htm#11040574000045
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the community right to challenge or otherwise-will need to deliver the service in a 
way which eliminates discrimination, harassment or victimisation of either the 
service user or potential service user. Delivering to a person a service which is of 
less quality or delivering it in a manner or on terms not usually provided to the 
general public would also constitute an offence. 
As public authorities, relevant authorities under the Community Right to Challenge 
will also need to have regard to this Act and in particular to these considerations in 
commissioning, procuring and monitoring services-whether this occurs as a result 
of the right to challenge, or otherwise. They will want to ensure that contracts they 
enter into for service provision include adequate safeguards to enable them to 
meet these obligations and others, such as arise under the Human Rights Act. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110405/text/110405w0
004.htm#11040613000076 
 

Quilliam Foundation: Finance 
Mr MacShane: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) what plans 
she has for future funding of the Quilliam Foundation by her Department; and if she will 
make a statement; [45344] 
(2) what steps she is taking to prevent the closure of the Quilliam Foundation. [45343] 

Nick Herbert [holding answer 10 March 2011]: Quilliam has received six-figure 
funding from the Government for this financial year. Quilliam is welcome to submit 
a bid for project funding for the next financial year. 
This Government will only fund organisations for work that contributes to the 
delivery of its public policy objectives. As with other areas of public spending, this 
funding is subject to value for money and effectiveness assessments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110405/text/110405w0
003.htm#11040613000034  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Water Management 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what support they will give to 
plans to use water resource management as a means to socioeconomic 
development and peace in the Middle East, as suggested in the report by the 
Strategic Foresight Group The Blue Peace: rethinking Middle East water.[HL8185] 
Baroness Verma: The Government recognise the significance of water resource 
management to development and conflict prevention. The Department for 
International Development (DfID) supports the Global Water Partnership, which 
helps to build knowledge and disseminate practical tools for effective 
management, which regional bodies such as The Arab Water Council can benefit 
from. 
The UK is not directly involved in providing financial support for water resource 
management in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) or Yemen, where 
DfID will have ongoing bilateral programmes. There are other donors active in the 
water sector that have greater expertise. We do, however, lobby Israel to improve 
Palestinians' access to natural resources across the OPTs. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110405w0001.htm#110
40572000565  

 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110405/text/110405w0004.htm#11040613000076
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110405/text/110405w0003.htm#11040613000034
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Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of the 
level of violence and suffering of civilians in the West Bank, Gaza and Israel. [HL8052] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): I draw my noble friend's attention to the statement made by my right 
honourable friend the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
on 25 March. 
"I am extremely concerned at the escalating violence in Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories over the past week. We have seen a surge in rockets and 
mortars launched at Israeli civilians from the Gaza strip. This is abhorrent. Three 
people have been injured, many more are living in fear. Six Palestinian civilians, 
including four children, have been killed as a result of Israeli actions in the Gaza 
strip. We have urged the Israeli government to ensure everything is done to avoid 
further civilian casualties while calling for a complete end to attacks on Israel". 
And we have seen the terrible sight-which we hoped belonged to the past-of a 
bomb at a bus station in Jerusalem. A British woman was killed and more than 30 
injured. I condemn this attack in the strongest terms and call for those responsible 
to be held to account. Elsewhere, we have seen Israeli settlers opening fire on a 
Palestinian funeral procession wounding two mourners and another Palestinian 
was stabbed in an unprovoked attack. 
We condemn the extremists who are instigating this violence and who are 
deliberately attempting to wreck the chances of peace. We call on all sides to do 
all that they can to prevent further loss of innocent life, to bring the perpetrators to 
justice and to reduce current tensions. 
The Foreign Secretary also spoke about the human toll of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict in the course of a speech at Chatham House on 30 March, marking 60 
years of British-Israeli diplomatic relations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110405w0001.htm#110
40572000560  
 

Palestine 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by Lord 
Howell of Guildford on 23 March (WA 185-6) regarding race hatred in Palestinian 
schools, what specific reports they have received about the negative messages in Israeli 
and Palestinian textbooks.[HL8142] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We have received various reports from a large number of respected 
research institutes and organisations. This includes: the Congressional Research 
Service's (CRS) report entitled, Palestinian Education and the Debate over 
Textbooks (2006); UNESCO's Studies on the Palestinian Curriculum (2006); 
reports by the Israel Palestine Centre for Research and Information (IPCRI); and 
the 2009 human rights report on Israel and the Occupied Territories by the US 
State Department. 
As set out in my answer of 23 March, we take seriously any reports of textbooks 
being used to promote anti-Semitism. However, these recent independent studies 
indicate that the Palestinian Authority has made real improvements to its 
textbooks over the last decade and found no evidence of anti-Semitism. But at 
least one study has shown that both Israeli and Palestinian textbooks could do 
better and include more positive and balanced messages on these issues. We 
support that message. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110405w0001.htm#110
40572000570  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110323w0001.htm#110
32367000510  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110405w0001.htm#11040572000560
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110405w0001.htm#11040572000560
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110405w0001.htm#11040572000570
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110405w0001.htm#11040572000570
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110323w0001.htm#11032367000510
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110323w0001.htm#11032367000510
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Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel regarding the bombing in Gaza on the night of 21 
March.[HL7982] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My right honourable friend the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs underlined concerns at escalating violence in Israel and 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories in his public statement on 25 March. He 
noted that we have seen a surge in rockets and mortars launched at Israeli 
citizens from the Gaza strip. This is abhorrent. Three people have been injured 
and many more are living in fear. 
He also noted that six Palestinian civilians, including four children, have been 
killed as a result of Israeli actions in the Gaza strip. We continue to call for a 
complete end to attacks on Israel. We have also urged the Israeli Government to 
ensure that everything is done to avoid further civilian casualties. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what actions they have taken to 
contact the Hamas Government in Gaza following renewed firing of rockets into southern 
Israel.[HL7983] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We do not have contacts with Hamas. However, my 
right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary has underlined our view publicly that 
all rocket attacks on Israel must cease. We are also making our view on this clear 
to other regional partners who are in contact with Hamas. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are taking to 
establish a no-fly zone over Gaza. [HL7984] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The Government have no plans to establish a no-fly 
zone over Gaza. 
However, my right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary underlined our 
concern about escalating violence in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories in his statement of 25 March 2011. He stressed that rocket and mortar 
attacks on Israel must cease. Three people have been injured recently and many 
more are living in fear. Six Palestinian children have been killed as a result of 
Israeli actions in the Gaza strip. We have urged the Israeli Government to ensure 
everything is done to avoid further civilian casualties while calling for a complete 
end to attacks on Israel. 

Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of the 
recent attack by Hamas on the foreign media outlet in Gaza.[HL8051] 
Lord Howell of Guildford: I draw the noble Lord's attention to the statement made by 
my honourable friend the Minister for the Middle East, Alastair Burt, on 21 March: 

"These (rocket) attacks come against the backdrop of last week's footage of 
Hamas security forces assaulting students and other peaceful demonstrators in 
Gaza. Over the weekend Hamas also targeted local and foreign media 
organisations. The people of Gaza, like the people across the region, have an 
absolute right to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly. Hamas should 
not think that while the attention of the world is elsewhere we will turn a blind eye 
to their actions". 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with the Government of Israel on any potential visit to Gaza by a United Kingdom 
Minister.[HL8053] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We liaise with the Israeli authorities on all ministerial 
visits, including those to the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110405w0001.htm#110
40572000553  
 

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110405w0001.htm#11040572000553
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110405w0001.htm#11040572000553
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary comments on Israeli settlement construction  
"We call on the Israeli authorities to reconsider this decision, which undermines the 
prospects for peace."  
Foreign Secretary, William Hague, said: “I condemn Israel’s decision to approve more 
than 900 settlement units in the East Jerusalem suburb of Gilo and the retrospective 
approval which has been given for construction in five West Bank settlements. This is not 
disputed territory. It is occupied Palestinian territory and ongoing settlement expansion is 
illegal under international law, an obstacle to peace and a threat to a two state solution. 
 We call on the Israeli authorities to reconsider this decision, which undermines the 
prospects for peace. All those who support a secure future for Israel and a future 
Palestinian state should be working urgently to restart peace negotiations, not taking 
steps which make this more difficult.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=579904682  

 
 
United Nations 

UN calls on Israel to halt further settlement activity on occupied Palestinian land 
A top United Nations envoy today called on Israel to halt further planning for new 
settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory in the wake of the Government’s 
approval of more Jewish housing units for a neighbourhood in East Jerusalem. Robert 
Serry, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process reiterated that 
such activity anywhere in occupied territory is illegal, according to a statement issued by 
his office. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38011&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
UNESCO chief deplores murder of Israeli actor and theatre director 
Irina Bokova, the head of the United Nations cultural agency, today voiced her sorrow at 
the recent murder of Israeli actor Juliano Mer-Khamis, who she described as an ardent 
defender of peaceful co-existence between Israelis and Palestinians. P He was also the 
director of The Freedom Theatre P [which] is a “unique Palestinian cultural institution 
and an exemplary model for an entire generation of artists,” according to agency. P 
To read the full press release see 
 http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38022&Cr=UNESCO&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=579904682
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38011&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38022&Cr=UNESCO&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
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Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html  
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/amend/pbc1610504a.18
41-1845.html  
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html   
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0046/pro1460504p.13-
19.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 5 days 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/amend/pbc1610504a.1841-1845.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/amend/pbc1610504a.1841-1845.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0046/pro1460504p.13-19.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0046/pro1460504p.13-19.html
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justice_2011_-_2015.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justice_2011_-_2015.htm
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justice_2011_-_2015.htm
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Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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