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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Schools: Race and Religious Hatred 
Baroness Deech: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they will take to 
investigate whether imported race and religious hatred material is being used in faith 
schools, including out of school religious classes.[HL8000] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Hill of 
Oareford): The Government want to ensure that all schools promote the UK's 
democratic values including mutual tolerance and respect and a new unit has 
been set up within the Department for Education focusing specifically on 
preventing extremism. 
The Government want to ensure that inspection and other accountability 
arrangements provide a sufficiently high level of assurance against the 
propagation of extremist ideologies in schools. The Department for Education is 
working with partners including Ofsted to look at how to raise inspector awareness 
and understanding to enable more effective investigation and to strengthen 
arrangements for investigating where concerns come to light. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110331w0001.htm#110
33159000245  
 

House of Lords: Prayers 
Lord Roberts of Llandudno: To ask the Chairman of Committees what consideration 
can be given to widening the scope of House of Lords Prayers into devotions 
encompassing other Christian traditions and the faiths that are represented in the House. 

The Chairman of Committees (Lord Brabazon of Tara): :the Prayers read at 
the beginning of each Sitting of the House are read by one of the Lords Spiritual. 
The Lords Spiritual sit by virtue of being representatives of the established church, 
and the Prayers reflect that. Any changes to alter the Prayers would need to be 
considered by the Procedure Committee and agreed to by the House. There are 
currently no plans to alter the arrangements for Prayers. 

Lord Roberts of Llandudno: : is it not time for Prayers in the House, including the 
present Prayers, to reflect the diversity of the different faiths and denominations that we 
have not only in the House but in the United Kingdom? ... 

The Chairman of Committees: My Lords, the practice of Prayers in the House is 
believed to have started in about 1558, and was common practice by 1567. The 
present  form  of  Prayers  probably  dates  from  the  reign of  Charles  II.  Recent  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110331w0001.htm#11033159000245
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changes to the form of Prayers included allowing a choice from a range of Psalms, 
which was agreed by the House in 1970, and again in 1979, and one or two other 
minor changes. It might be a little premature to consider changing them now. 

Lord Anderson of Swansea: : may I assure the Minister that many of us are wholly 
satisfied with the timeless sentiments and superlative prose of the present Prayers? 
However, may I ask the Bishops' Bench to consider one little matter as an act of 
fellowship and togetherness-that at the end of Prayers we all repeat the Grace, as 
happens in the other place? 

The Chairman of Committees: I would need to discuss the latter point with the 
Bench of Bishop but I entirely agree with what the noble Lord said in the first part 
of his question. I do not believe that there is anything in the Prayers which could 
possibly be seen as offensive to members of other religions. : 

To read the full question and answer session see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110331-
0001.htm#11033157000413  

 
 
United Nations 

UN envoy on cultural rapprochement in appeal for end of bigotry 
The Secretary-General's High Representative for the Alliance of Civilizations, Jorge 
Sampaio, today urged the world to honestly confront the problem of intolerance and 
extremism in the face of recent manifestations of bigotry, saying the vice cannot be 
overlooked, while silence can be seen as consent. : 
Mr. Sampaio said advocacy of religious hatred that amounts to incitement to hostility or 
violence against believers in all regions of the world has to be condemned and 
prevented. “Intolerance and extremism have to be addressed by long-term action 
focused on education for a culture of respect that is based on the value of toleration of 
diverse beliefs, commitments, and actions of different people. : 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37991&Cr=civilizations&Cr1=  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Sudan: Israel 
Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development whether he has 
had discussions with his Israeli counterpart on the provision of assistance by Israel to 
refugees from Sudan. [49850] 

Mr Andrew Mitchell: We have held no discussions with the Government of Israel 
on this matter. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110331/text/110331w0
004.htm#11040129000029  

 
 
United Nations 

Ban stresses concern over stalled peace talks in phone call with Israeli premier 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today stressed his concern over the current difficulties in 
the peace process between Israel and the Palestinians during a telephone conversation 
with  Israeli  Prime  Minister  Benjamin  Netanyahu.  Both  leaders  discussed  the  recent  
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violence affecting Israel, the West Bank and Gaza, with Mr. Ban saying that he hoped 
that the Mr. Netanyahu “would act with wisdom and restraint,” according to a statement 
issued by the spokesperson of the Secretary-General. Mr. Ban took note of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s concerns about possible flotilla shipments to Gaza, stressing to those 
planning to send humanitarian assistance to the enclave that there are land routes 
available. The Secretary-General reiterated that Israel, for its part, should take 
meaningful steps to end the blockade of Gaza. :  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37977&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Latvia: Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on levels of anti-Semitism in Latvia since July 2010; what 
discussions he has had with the government of Latvia about anti-Semitism in Latvia since 
that date; and if he will make a statement. [50301] 

Mr Lidington: We have not received any reports of anti-Semitism in Latvia since 
July 2010, nor have we engaged the Latvian Government on the issue during this 
period. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110401/text/110401w0
001.htm#11040184000047  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 
** Food Labelling Regulations (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/foodlabellingregulationsamendment.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110401/debtext/110401-
0002.htm#11040185000005  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/sg/offthecuff.asp?nid=1768
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37977&Cr=palestin&Cr1
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110401/debtext/110401-0002.htm#11040185000005
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** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110331/debtext/110331-
0002.htm#11033156000002  
 

Report Stage Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/pro1513103p.485-
491.html  
 

First Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110401-
0002.htm#11040186000472  
 

Bill as brought from the Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/11062.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/062/en/11062en.pdf  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2011/0146/amend/pbc1463103p.47-53.html  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2011/0146/amend/pbc1460104a.55-56.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 7 days 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
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Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Family Justice Review Interim Report (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/family-justice-review-interim-rep.pdf  
 
Civil partnerships on religious premises (closing date 23 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/news/civil_partnership.aspx  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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