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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Lord Alton of Liverpool: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have 
made of casual anti-Semitism; and what recent discussions they have had with the 
Jewish community about this issue.[HL7897] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Hanham): The Government have not made 
an assessment about the growth of a casual anti-Semitism, which makes an 
automatic link between the United Kingdom's Jewish community and the state of 
Israel but remains concerned and has tasked the cross-government working 
group on anti-Semitism which also has representatives from the three leading 
Jewish communal organisations to look into the matter and report back later this 
year. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110328w0001.htm#110
32811000457  
 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government how 
many officials of each grade in his Department have policy responsibility for dealing with 
anti-Semitism; what sources are available to them to obtain up-to-date information about 
anti-Semitism in the UK; what recent reports he has received from officials in his 
Department about levels of anti-Semitism; and if he will make a statement. [48997] 

Andrew Stunell: The Decentralisation and Big Society Directorate in the 
Department of Communities and Local Government is responsible for the 
formulation and, in partnership with other Departments, the implementation of 
policy on reducing the incidence of anti-Semitism. The Department's work on anti-
Semitism falls under the auspices of the team that works on hate crime and 
includes two officials. The team have a number of sources available to them 
across Government and externally as appropriate and provides regular updates to 
Ministers. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110328/text/110328w0
001.htm#11032844000006  
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110328w0001.htm#11032811000457
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Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Wales whether she has had discussions 
with the First Minister on steps to combat anti-Semitism in Wales since May 2010; and if 
she will make a statement. [48875] 

Mr David Jones: Neither I nor the Secretary of State for Wales, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Chesham and Amersham (Mrs Gillan) has discussed the 
issue of anti-Semitism in Wales with the First Minister. 
While the Wales Office has not been approached directly, the coalition 
Government regularly receive representations from hon. and right hon. Members, 
representative organisations and members of the public about anti-Semitism. The 
coalition Government also receive regular updates from the Community Security 
Trust on incidents of anti-Semitism and, through the cross-Government working 
group to tackle anti-Semitism, meets representatives of the Community Security 
Trust, the Board of Deputies of British Jews and the Jewish Leadership Council 
on a quarterly basis. The coalition Government's approach to tackling anti-
Semitism across the United Kingdom can be found in the "Three Years on 
Progress Report" which can be found at:  
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/antisemitismresponse 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110328/text/110328w0
001.htm#11032844000019  
 

Immigrants: Crimes against Humanity 
Mr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people 
identified as having been actively engaged in the activities at the Trawniki concentration 
camp in Poland between 1939 and 1944 and now reside in the UK are known to her 
Department. [49263] 

Damian Green: For reasons of confidentiality, the Home Office does not routinely 
comment on individual cases. 

Mr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if she will use her 
powers under section 40 of the British Nationality Act 1981 to ensure early deprivation of 
British citizenship in cases where it is beyond reasonable doubt that individuals have 
previously engaged in crimes against humanity. [49264] 

Damian Green: Wherever it is considered conducive to the public good to do so, 
or where it is in accord with the policy for depriving individuals of their British 
citizenship on the basis that the individuals obtained British citizenship as a result 
of fraud, false representation or concealment of material fact, action will be taken 
to remove the British citizenship of individuals who have engaged in crimes 
against humanity. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110328/text/110328w0
004.htm#1103296000039  

 
 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Tom Brake (1662) Universal Jurisdiction - That this House believes that universal 
jurisdiction for human rights abuses is essential as part of the cause of bringing to justice 
those who commit crimes against humanity; and welcomes the Director of Public 
Prosecution's statement that when there is sufficient evidence and it is in the public 
interest, there should be a prosecution and that the Crown Prosecution Service would 
prosecute and will monitor the effectiveness of any new arrangements for pursuing 
universal jurisdiction cases to ensure they provide a swift and effective means of bringing 
those responsible for crimes such as war crimes, genocide, torture and hostage-taking to 
justice. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/110328e01.htm (direct weblink not 
yet available) 

 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/antisemitismresponse
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110328/text/110328w0001.htm#11032844000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110328/text/110328w0001.htm#11032844000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110328/text/110328w0004.htm#1103296000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110328/text/110328w0004.htm#1103296000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/110328e01.htm
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Scottish Government 

Crime and Justice Series: Racist Incidents Recorded by the Police in Scotland, 2009-10  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/347733/0115821.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Lord Harries of Pentregarth: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations 
they are making to the Government of Israel about their refusal to renew the temporary 
residency status in Jerusalem of the Anglican Bishop, the Right Reverend Suheil 
Dawani.[HL7824] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are very concerned by the Government of Israel's decision to 
revoke the residency permit of Bishop Suheil. My right honourable friend the 
Foreign Secretary raised this with the Prime Minister of Israel last November. Our 
embassy in Tel Aviv continues to press regularly. In his recent press statement, 
Bishop Suheil publicly thanked my right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary, 
the British ambassador to Israel and the British Consul-General in Jerusalem for 
their efforts with the Israeli authorities on his behalf. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make representations 
to the Government of Israel about the 222 children held in Israeli prisons at 31 January 
2011, and about access to them for their parents.[HL7902] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: The UK is concerned about the number of children 
currently being held in Israeli prisons. We raise our concerns with the Israeli 
Government about the application of due process and the treatment of Palestinian 
detainees, including where children are involved, on a frequent basis. Most 
recently, our ambassador in Tel Aviv has raised the issue of Israel's treatment of 
Palestinian children with Education Minister Saar and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs' Principal Legal Advisor Daniel Taub. 
As the noble Lord is aware, the Government are supporting a project run by 
Defence for Children International, to monitor, defend and promote the rights of 
Palestinian children, as protected under the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. The UK also supports No Legal Frontiers, which aims to ensure greater 
access to justice, through the publication of Israeli laws and military orders in 
Hebrew, Arabic and English and to carry out advocacy work. No Legal Frontiers 
reports on the functioning of the juvenile military courts and provides legal 
defence for juvenile defendants. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110328w0001.htm#110
32811000483  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made 
to the Palestinian leadership to respond positively to Israel's offer to negotiate a peace 
agreement without preconditions. [HL7811] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary discussed the 
Middle East peace process with President Abbas during his recent visit to the UK. 
He underlined the need for both sides to recommit to negotiations on the basis of 
clear principles supported by the international community. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/347733/0115821.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110328w0001.htm#11032811000483
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110328w0001.htm#11032811000483
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The Foreign Secretary underlined the UK's view, shared with France and 
Germany, that the parameters for negotiations should include 1967 borders with 
equivalent land swaps, appropriate security arrangements for Israelis and 
Palestinians, a just fair and agreed solution for refugees and Jerusalem as the 
future capital of both states. 
We are pressing the quartet to set out the key parameters for negotiations, along 
these lines, as soon as possible. 

Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their assessment of Israel's 
offer to the Palestinian leadership to return to the peace negotiations without pre-
conditions.[HL7812] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We remain convinced that there is an urgent need for 
negotiations to achieve a lasting solution which resolves all final status issues on 
the basis of clear parameters supported by the international community. The UK, 
France and Germany have set out their views on what those parameters should 
be: we continue to discuss these issues with partners. 
We support Israel's proposal to extend the Palestinian authority in areas of the 
West Bank and to ease roadblocks and other restrictions in line with core road 
map commitments, which both sides should meet. But interim solutions will not 
suffice. We call on both sides to return to the table as soon as possible. 

Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have made 
to the Palestinian leadership following the recent terrorist killing of a Jewish family in the 
West Bank.[HL7814] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has 
condemned the murders that occurred in Itamar, saying that they were 
despicable, immoral and inhuman. We welcome his clear stance and his 
commitment to non-violence in order to resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict. President 
Abbas underlined this approach during his recent press conference with my right 
honourable friend the Foreign Secretary. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110328w0001.htm#110
32811000484  
 

Gaza 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
the response by Hamas to demonstrations in Gaza for greater democracy. [HL7813] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are aware of footage of Hamas security forces assaulting 
students and other peaceful demonstrators in Gaza during demonstrations on 15 
and 16 March 2011. The people of Gaza, like the people across the region, have 
an absolute right to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly. Hamas should 
not think that while the attention of the world is elsewhere we will turn a blind eye 
to its actions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110328w0001.htm#110
32811000473  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Court of Human Rights 

Polish couple’s property rights breached following protracted refusal to allow them 
to build on former Jewish cemetery  
I in the case Potomska and Potomski v. Poland I which is not final, the European 
Court of Human Rights held, unanimously,  that there had been: A violation of Article 1 of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110328w0001.htm#11032811000484
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110328w0001.htm#11032811000484
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110328w0001.htm#11032811000473
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110328w0001.htm#11032811000473
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Protocol No. 1 (protection of property) of the ECHR.  The case concerned the Potomski 
couple’s complaint that they have been prevented from developing land bought from the 
State because it was formerly a Jewish cemetery. I 
To read the full press release see 
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86
142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=89402&sessionId=68775759&skin=hudoc-pr-
en&attachment=true  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/amend/pbc1612803a.17
61.html  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1512803a.17
13-1719.html  
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-
2011/0146/amend/pbc1462903m.29-35.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 

http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=89402&sessionId=68775759&skin=hudoc-pr-en&attachment=true
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=89402&sessionId=68775759&skin=hudoc-pr-en&attachment=true
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int////tkp197/viewhbkm.asp?action=open&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649&key=89402&sessionId=68775759&skin=hudoc-pr-en&attachment=true
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/amend/pbc1612803a.1761.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/amend/pbc1612803a.1761.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1512803a.1713-1719.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/151/amend/pbc1512803a.1713-1719.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/amend/pbc1462903m.29-35.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/amend/pbc1462903m.29-35.html
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
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Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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