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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 
Anti-Semitism 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland what discussions he has 
had since May 2010 with (a) the First Minister and (b) the Deputy First Minister on steps 
taken by the Northern Ireland Executive to combat anti-Semitism in Northern Ireland; and 
if he will make a statement. [47685] 

Mr Swire: The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, my right hon. Friend the 
Member for North Shropshire (Mr Paterson), and I have not had any such 
discussions as these are devolved matters. 
The Office of the First and Deputy First Minister's vision for racial equality and 
good relations is set out at: http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality/race.htm 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0
001.htm#1103236000006  

 
Higher Education: Anti-Semitism 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills how many 
officials of each grade in his Department have policy responsibility for dealing with anti-
Semitism in UK universities; what sources are available to them to obtain up-to-date 
information on anti-Semitism in UK universities; what recent reports he has received from 
officials in his Department on levels of anti-Semitism in UK universities; and if he will 
make a statement. [R] [47706] 

Mr Willetts: There are four officials who cover policy on anti-Semitism as part of 
their remit-by grade these are two senior civil servants, one team leader and one 
higher executive officer. Policy officials have access to a range of information 
sources from both across government and external partners, including published 
reports. I have received information about the most recent Community Security 
Trust report on anti-Semitic incidents in the UK which reported a continued fall in 
incident numbers in UK universities, from 97 incidents in 2009 to 44 incidents in 
2010 (there were 67 incidents in 2008). The 2009 figure includes 38 incidents, it is 
believed, committed by one perpetrator leading to a high overall total 
There is no place for racism of any form, including anti-Semitism, in higher 
education. Universities have access to a strong legislative framework and 
guidance to help them deal effectively with instances of intolerance, racism and 
harassment in their institutions. Government would expect them to vigorously 
tackle these issues when they arise and has supported institutions with key 
guidance on promoting good campus relations in the sector. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0
009.htm#11032324000024  
 

http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality/race.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0001.htm#1103236000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0001.htm#1103236000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0009.htm#11032324000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0009.htm#11032324000024
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Census 
Mike Weatherley: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office what account the Office for 
National Statistics took of the proportion of the population who do not follow a religion in 
preparing the forms for the (a) 2001 and (b) 2011 Census. [47621] 

Mr Hurd: The information requested falls within the responsibility of the UK 
Statistics Authority. I have asked the authority to reply. 
Letter from Stephen Penneck, dated 22 March 2011: 
As Director General for the Office for National Statistics (ONS) I have been asked 
to reply to your recent question to the Minister for the Cabinet Office asking what 
account he took of the proportion of the population who do not follow a religion in 
preparing the forms for the (a) 2001 and (b) 2011 Census. (47621) 

A question on religion was included in the Census in England and Wales for the 
first time in 2001 following the Census (Amendment) Act 2000. Responses to the 
question helped provide information which supplemented the output from the 
ethnicity question by identifying ethnic minority sub-groups, particularly those 
originating from the Indian sub-continent, in terms of their religion. The wording 
and design of the question and response categories were determined after 
extensive consultation with users and other key stakeholders and a programme of 
question testing. Information from the religion question is used to supplement 
ethnicity data to gain a general understanding of society; to inform service 
provision and resource allocations; and for fulfilling legal obligations to monitor 
inequalities. 
Consultations in 2005 and 2007 revealed again a high demand for the inclusion of 
a question on religion in the 2011 Census. The majority of users responding to the 
2007 consultation indicated a requirement for comparability between the 2001 and 
2011 Censuses. 
ONS recognised that no single religion question could meet all user needs and 
after a programme of research and testing, ONS decided that religious affiliation - 
the number of people who identify with a religion irrespective of the extent of their 
religious belief or practice-was again the most appropriate concept to measure. 
Affiliation is a socially significant indicator in its own right that relates to a person's 
cultural background and values. 
Consequently, the UK Statistics Authority proposed in the White Paper 'Helping to 
shape tomorrow' (published in December 2008) to repeat the 2001 question as 
one of a suite of census questions that would allow individual respondents to 
indicate their identity in the way they consider most appropriate. As was the case 
in 2001, and in accordance with the provisions of the Census Act, the question is-
unlike all other questions in the Census-voluntary. 
The question wording takes account of the fact that a significant number of people 
are likely to choose to respond by indicating that they have no religion. Thus to 
make the facility for making such a response explicitly clear, the 'None' tick box 
has been placed first in the list of optional responses. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0
001.htm#1103238000006  

 
Schools: Free Schools 

Lord Beecham: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many applications have been 
received to establish free schools; how many of those applications are for single-faith 
schools; and how many are from each faith group.[HL6808] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Hill of 
Oareford): As at 14 March 2011, the Department for Education has received 323 
proposals from groups and individuals interested in setting up a free school. The 
breakdown by religious character is as follows: 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0001.htm#1103238000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0001.htm#1103238000006
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 Number of proposals received 

No religious character 208 

Christian 63 

Muslim 44 

Sikh 4 

Jewish 3 

Hindu 1 

Totals 323 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110322w0001.htm#110
32288000603  
 

Religion: Education 
Dr Huppert: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what his policy is on (a) 
ensuring that free schools are not permitted to teach creationism outside the religious 
education curriculum and (b) requiring evolution to be taught as a science in such 
schools. [39598] 

Mr Gibb [holding answer 10 February 2011]: Academies and free schools will 
benefit from having freedom over the curriculum they deliver. However, we have 
been clear that creationism should not form part of any science curriculum or be 
taught as a scientific alternative to accepted scientific theories. We expect to see 
evolution and its foundation topics fully included in any science curriculum. Under 
the Government's planned reforms to school inspection, there will be stronger 
focus on teaching. Teachers will be expected to demonstrate that their subject 
knowledge is secure. If creationism is being taught as a scientific fact in science 
or any other areas of the curriculum outside denominational RE and collective 
worship, this would be noted in the Ofsted report. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0
007.htm#11032322000064  

 
 
UK Parliament Library 

Faith and year of foundation is of each faith school in England 
http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2011/DEP2011-0487.xls  
 
 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

Participants at OSCE meeting call for more decisive steps to confront anti-
Semitism in public discourse 
Participants at an OSCE meeting in Prague on confronting anti-Semitism in public 
discourse today called for more decisive steps to counter expressions of intolerance and 
hatred while preserving the freedom of speech. F 
“Current anti-Semitism may appear as old poison in new bottles, but the content is as 
deadly as ever before. In line with the general rise of hatred and hostility in European 
societies, anti-Semitism is very much alive in the 21st century – in countries formerly 
under the communist rule as well as in Western Europe,” said Jiři Schneider, the First 
Deputy Minister at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, which hosts the 
meeting. .. 
Rabbi Andrew Baker, Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office on 
Combating Anti-Semitism, said that even when political leadership was principled and 
recognized anti-Semitic discourse as unacceptable, serious action was frequently lacking 
F that the  media plays a  significant  role in this context as a messenger,  but also as an  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110322w0001.htm#11032288000603
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110322w0001.htm#11032288000603
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0007.htm#11032322000064
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0007.htm#11032322000064
http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2011/DEP2011-0487.xls
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actor or enabler of anti-Semitic discourse.   
Asta Skaisgirytė Liauškienė, the Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania and 
representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, stressed the destructive quality of 
anti-Semitic images and stereotypes and said more must be done to stop these being 
passed on to future generations: “We are called upon to find new ways to teach, at an 
early age, the story of the Holocaust and inoculate our children from the virus of anti-
Semitism.”. F 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/76202  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the decision by the Government of Israel not to renew a residency permit for Anglican 
Bishop Suheil Dawani of Jerusalem and his family. [HL7497] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are very concerned by the Government of Israel's decision to 
revoke the residency permit of Bishop Suheil. My right honourable friend the 
Foreign Secretary raised this with the Prime Minister of Israel last November. Our 
embassy in Tel Aviv continues to press regularly. In his recent press statement, 
Bishop Suheil publicly thanked the Foreign Secretary, the British ambassador to 
Israel and the British consul-general in Jerusalem for their efforts with the Israeli 
authorities on his behalf. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel regarding the recent approval by the Jerusalem 
municipality for the construction of 14 apartments for Jewish settlers in an Arab 
neighbourhood of East Jerusalem.[HL7498] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: As the noble Baroness is aware, the Government are 
strongly opposed to the creation of any new settlements in occupied East 
Jerusalem-as we are to all settlement activity. We voted in favour of the recent 
draft Security Council Resolution on 18 February because our views on 
settlements, including in East Jerusalem, are clear: they are illegal under 
international law, an obstacle to peace and constitute a threat to a two-state 
solution. We continue to underline our views to the Government of Israel. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel regarding the recent bulldozing of the village of al-
Arakib in the Negev.[HL7499] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are aware of the incident following the demolition 
of residential structures in the Bedouin village of al-Arakib. Our embassy in Tel 
Aviv has made inquiries with the Government of Israel about the demolition of 
Bedouin villages in the Negev. 
We are concerned that Israel's minority Arab population, including Bedouin Arab 
minorities, are suffering institutional, legal and societal inequality and 
discrimination. We remain concerned that the Israeli Government's Goldberg 
commission's 2008 recommendations, which included a recommendation to 
recognise most of the remaining unrecognised Bedouin villages, has not brought 
about an end to the demolition of Bedouin houses and villages. 
During a UN Human Rights Committee hearing in Geneva along with UN 
colleagues,  we  raised  these  concerns with the Government of Israel.  Israel told  
 

http://www.osce.org/odihr/76202
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the committee that it was in ongoing discussions with Bedouin leaders about 
housing access and housing rights. We continue to support calls made by the EU 
and the UN for a genuine and satisfactory solution to these problems that the 
Bedouin communities face. We have made it clear that Israel should take the 
steps necessary to ensure that the rights of these minorities are protected. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel regarding the arrest and treatment of Walid 
Sharaf.[HL7501] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: We are aware of the case of Walid Sharaf and staff 
from our consulate in Jerusalem are closely monitoring his treatment. 
Walid Sharaf was arrested in December 2010 by the Israeli Defence Force for 
stone throwing and is currently being detained in Ofer prison. Staff from our 
consulate in Jerusalem are in close contact with his family and we have been 
informed that his trial has been postponed until 3 May. 
All Palestinian prisoners should have access to a fair trial and Israel should ensure 
that it acts always in accordance with international law. We both encourage and 
expect Israel to adhere to its obligations both as a member of the international 
community. It is through our position as a friend of Israel that we are able to 
effectively express our expectations. We will continue to follow this case. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110322w0001.ht
m#11032288000584  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent support he has provided to moderate forces in the Palestinian Territories; what 
recent discussions he has had with (a) the Chancellor of the Exchequer and (b) the 
Secretary of State for International Development on the provision of funding for moderate 
forces in the Palestinian Territories; and if he will make a statement. [R] [47668] 

Alistair Burt: The UK provides financial and technical assistance to the 
Palestinian Authority (PA). President Abbas underlined during his recent visit to 
the UK his commitment to peaceful resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In 
the 2010-11 financial year, the Department for International Development's (DFID) 
support has totalled £31.1 million: £30 million in direct financial assistance and 
£1.1 million for technical assistance to the Ministries of Planning and Finance. 
In addition the UK is supporting capacity building and leadership training for the 
Palestinian Authority Security Forces. Support in the 2010-11 financial year (from 
a tri-departmental conflict pool) totalled £2.759 million. The majority of this work is 
delivered by the British support team in Ramallah, which works with the PA to 
raise the standards of the security agencies. This includes International 
Committee of the Red Cross human rights training for senior and intermediate PA 
security officers. 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office, DFID and HM Treasury work closely on 
these issues at both official and ministerial level. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0
003.htm#11032318000036  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on levels of arms smuggling into Gaza; what recent 
discussions he has had with (a) the Government of Israel, (b) the Palestinian Authority, 
(c) the Government of Egypt, (d) the Arab League, (e) the Government of Jordan, (f) his 
EU counterparts and (g) the United Nations Secretary General on this issue; and if he 
will make a statement. [R] [47698] 

Alistair Burt: Despite the efforts of Israel, Egypt and the international community, 
weapons  continue  to  be  smuggled  into  Gaza.  We  continue  to  work  with the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110322w0001.htm#11032288000584
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110322w0001.htm#11032288000584
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0003.htm#11032318000036
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0003.htm#11032318000036
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international community to support all efforts to implement the steps set out in UN 
Security Council Resolution 1860 of January 2009, including the prevention and 
interdiction of illicitly trafficked arms into Gaza and the alleviation of the 
humanitarian and economic situation. Officials from a number of countries, 
including the UK, US and Israel, met in Rome on 9 and 10 February 2011 to take 
forward this work. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110322/text/110322w0
003.htm#11032318000033  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary condemns bus explosion in Jerusalem  
Foreign Secretary William Hague condemned the "callous and disgusting act of 
terrorism" following the explosion in Jerusalem on 23 March.  
After hearing news of the explosion the Foreign Secretary said: “The news of an 
explosion on a bus in Jerusalem is shocking and deeply distressing. We are urgently 
seeking further information about the cause of the explosion, which has caused appalling 
death and injury. I send my sincere condolences to all those who have been affected and 
my sympathy to the people of Israel as they come to terms with this news. This appears 
to have been a callous and disgusting act of terrorism directed against innocent civilians 
which I condemn unreservedly. I would like to express the UK’s unwavering support for 
the people of Israel in the face of such horrific acts.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=571409582  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
 
 

Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/pro1462203p.1-
3.html  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/pro1462203p.1-3.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2010-2011/0146/pro1462203p.1-3.html
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Northern Ireland Assembly Draft Equality Scheme for the Department of Justice 
2011-2015 (closing date 10 June 2011) 
http://www.dojni.gov.uk/index/public-consultations/current-
consultations/consultation_on_the_draft_equality_scheme_for_the_department_of_justic
e_2011_-_2015.htm  
 
Reform of the Equality and Human Rights Commission (closing date 15 June 2011) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/what_we_do/ehrc_reform.aspx  
 
Amendments to the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001  
(closing date 17 June 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-relaunch-atcsa/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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