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Quilliam Foundation 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/halltext/110315
h0001.htm#11031559000001  

 
 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Jewish Community 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
information his Department holds on the number of (a) synagogues and (b) Jewish 
cemeteries in each local authority area that have been desecrated in each of the last 10 
years for which figures are available; what recent discussions he has had with 
representatives of the Jewish community on this issue; and if he will make a statement. 
[45604] 

Andrew Stunell: The Department for Communities and Local Government does 
not hold any information as to the number of synagogues and Jewish cemeteries 
desecrated in each local authority. However, data are available in the three police 
force areas which have the largest Jewish communities. These data would 
classify the desecration of Jewish cemeteries and synagogues as criminal 
damage. Whenever a critical incident occurs related to either desecration of 
Jewish cemeteries or synagogues, the National Community Tension Team 
ensures that they link in with the Community Security Trust to reassure the Jewish 
community and ensure that each incident is investigated. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0
004.htm#11031585000068  
 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government if he 
will undertake a survey to ascertain the prevalence of anti-Semitism in each (a) age 
group, (b) socio-economic group and (c) region; and if he will make a statement. [45602] 

Andrew Stunell: We have no plans to undertake a survey to ascertain the 
prevalence of anti-Semitism, as we believe this is not necessarily the best way to 
measure  anti-Semitism.  We  do  record  anti-Semitic  crime  at the  national  level  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/halltext/110315h0001.htm#11031559000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/halltext/110315h0001.htm#11031559000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0004.htm#11031585000068
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0004.htm#11031585000068
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which is broken down by police force area. These figures were published in 
November 2010. Full details can be found at:  
http://www.acpo.police.uk/asp/policies/Data/084a_Recorded_Hate_Crime_-
_January_to_December_2009.pdf  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0
004.htm#11031585000065  
 

Slaughterhouses: Standards 
Jack Lopresti: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
what steps her Department is taking to promote animal welfare standards in abattoirs. 
[46323] 

Mr Paice: The Government encourage the highest standards of animal welfare at 
slaughter. Directive 93/119/EC on the protection of animals at the time of 
slaughter or killing has been implemented by The Welfare of Animals (Slaughter or 
Killing) Regulations 1995, as amended. These regulations govern animal welfare 
at slaughter and are designed specifically to prevent cruelty or poor practice in 
slaughterhouses.  The regulations make it an offence to cause any animal 
avoidable excitement, pain or suffering at any time between its arrival at a 
slaughterhouse and when it is killed. In particular, animals must be stunned 
properly so that they are unconscious and unable to feel pain during the slaughter 
process unless the slaughter is carried out for meat for a religious purpose. 
The regulations also require slaughterers to be licensed. The licensing process 
involves an assessment of competence by a veterinary surgeon to ensure that 
slaughterers can carry out their work effectively and competently. 
Council Regulation 1099/2009 on the protection of animals at killing was made on 
24 September 2009. This regulation will apply from 1 January 2013 and will 
replace Directive 93/119/EC. The new regulation introduces a number of 
additional requirements including a requirement that all slaughterhouses (above a 
minimum size) will have to appoint a specific person responsible for animal 
welfare and ensure their staff are properly trained and certified. The regulation 
also permits the use of national rules to maintain existing welfare protection where 
that is better than the minimum standards set out in the regulation. There will be 
full consultation on the way regulation 1099/2009 is implemented. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0
002.htm#11031575000078  
 

Slaughterhouses 
Mr Bain: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs what 
recent research her Department has (a) evaluated and (b) commissioned on levels of 
pain and distress experienced during the slaughter process by animals (i) not stunned 
and (ii) stunned prior to slaughter. [45971] 

Mr Paice: DEFRA and the New Zealand Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
commissioned and joint funded research to investigate the effects of slaughter by 
ventral neck incision on the EEG in calves (project number MH0129). This work 
commenced in January 2005 and the final report was published in the New 
Zealand Veterinary Journal in April 2009. This work indicates that the neck cut 
associated with religious slaughter evokes a pain response in anesthetised calves. 
DEFRA has commissioned the following projects since the beginning of 2005 
which relate to the pain and distress experienced by animals stunned prior to 
slaughter: 
MH0128: Novel and humane gaseous killing methods for pigs; 
MH0129: Investigation of the EEG effects-of-slaughter-by ventral-neck incision in 
calves: humane slaughter study; 
MH0135: Containability and aversiveness of different gas mixtures used for the 
stunning of slaughter weight pigs; 
 

http://www.acpo.police.uk/asp/policies/Data/084a_Recorded_Hate_Crime_-_January_to_December_2009.pdf
http://www.acpo.police.uk/asp/policies/Data/084a_Recorded_Hate_Crime_-_January_to_December_2009.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0004.htm#11031585000065
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0004.htm#11031585000065
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0002.htm#11031575000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0002.htm#11031575000078
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MH0138: Reducing bird stress and discomfort on the poultry shackling line; 
MH0145: Study to identify the welfare costs and benefits of existing and novel on-
farm culling methods of poultry. 
Details of all DEFRA R and D projects can be found by searching for the project 
code at: http://randd.defra.gov.uk  
DEFRA has not specifically evaluated any research on levels of pain and distress 
experienced during the slaughter process by animals stunned or not stunned prior 
to slaughter. However we do seek to ensure policy decisions reflect latest 
scientific evidence and will consider all relevant published research before final 
decisions are made. In addition the Farm Animal Welfare Council conducted a 
review of research when it prepared its reports on red and white meat slaughter in 
2003 and 2009 respectively. 

Mr Bain: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs what her 
policy is on requiring the stunning of animals prior to slaughter. [45972] 

Mr Paice: We would prefer to see all animals stunned before slaughter. However, 
religious slaughter (slaughter without prior stunning) is currently allowed in the UK 
in recognition of the religious beliefs of Muslim and Jewish faiths. This is 
consistent with the European directive 93/119/EC which permits an exemption 
from the requirement to stun animals for methods of slaughter required by certain 
religious rites.  In the UK slaughter without prior stunning can only be undertaken 
in a slaughterhouse. Schedule 12 of the Welfare of Animals (Slaughter or Killing) 
Regulations 1995 sets out the requirements in more detail, including conditions for 
restraint, handling, slaughter and minimum bleed-out times. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0
002.htm#11031575000077  
 

Higher Education: Radicalism 
Robert Halfon: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills with 
reference to the answers to the hon. Member for Tottenham of 30 November 2009, 
Official Report, columns 557W and 560W, on higher education: radicalism, if he will take 
steps to collect and hold centrally information on (a) (i) instances and (ii) suspected 
instances of extremism reported by university staff as taking place on campus and (b) 
funding received by campus research centres from non-democratic governments. [45854] 

Mr Willetts: Universities are not required to report information about instances 
and suspected instances of extremism on campus to this Department. They will, in 
practice, usually report these to their local Police who will hold this information. We 
do not have any plans for the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills to 
collect and hold this information routinely. 
Higher education institutions (HEIs) are autonomous and each will set its own 
standards for the acceptance of donations. As charities, all English HEIs should 
take note of general guidance, including guidance about receipt of donations, from 
the Charity Commission and any additional guidance from the Higher Education 
Funding Council for England (particularly in its role as principal regulator under the 
Charities Act 2006).  The allocation of public funding for teaching and research is 
separate from the regulation of universities as donation-accepting charities and the 
Department has no plans to change this. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0
006.htm#11031593000018  
 

The answers referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w00
42.htm#09120121000014  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w00
43.htm#09120121000017  

 
 

http://randd.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0002.htm#11031575000077
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0002.htm#11031575000077
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0006.htm#11031593000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0006.htm#11031593000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0042.htm#09120121000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0042.htm#09120121000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091130/text/91130w0043.htm#09120121000017
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Schools: Religious Discrimination 

Lord Avebury`: To ask Her Majesty's Government why the protection against religious 
discrimination given to staff in community schools under Section 59 of the School 
Standards and Framework Act 1998 is removed when they convert to academies; and 
what advice they have taken as to whether that removal is compatible with the European 
Union Employment Directive when it takes place on a large scale. [HL7175] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Hill of 
Oareford): Section 59 of the Schools Standards and Framework Act 1998 (SSFA) 
maintains provision from the Education Acts of 1936 and 1944 when the context 
surrounding the teaching of RE was very different, and there was no legislation 
providing teachers with protection from discrimination in employment or 
associated employment rights. 
The current requirements in relation to the teaching of RE in both community 
schools and non-faith academies are similar. All academies must provide religious 
education in accordance with their funding agreements. Funding agreements 
require that academies that do not have a religious designation must provide a 
curriculum which, while reflecting that religious traditions in Great Britain are in the 
main Christian, takes account of the teaching and practices of all the principal 
religions represented in Great Britain. The intention is that pupils can acquire an 
understanding of the practices and beliefs of all the major religions and no teacher 
in an academy without a religious ethos will be in a position where they would be 
required to teach denominational RE, which might be contrary to their convictions 
or principles. 
Whether a teacher in such an academy would ever be required to teach RE will be 
a matter that can be governed by their employment contract. However, if a teacher 
were able to demonstrate that being required to teach RE according to the locally 
agreed syllabus amounted to less favourable treatment on the grounds of their 
religion or belief then they would be protected by the non-discrimination provisions 
of the Equality Act 2010 (the legislation that implements the Employment 
Framework Directive (2000/78/EC)). 
To the extent that Section 59 SSFA provides protection for staff on the grounds of 
their religion or belief, the Equality Act 2010 will do the same. This means that no 
teacher in an academy without a religious ethos can lawfully suffer less favourable 
treatment because of their religion or belief and this is what is required by the 
framework directive. It is not considered necessary to replicate the wording of 
Section 59 of the SSFA for academies without a religious ethos. 
The Government are therefore satisfied that their approach is compatible with the 
Employment Framework Directive 2000/78/EC. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110315w0001.htm#1103
1583000687  

 
 
Scottish Parliamentary Question 

Meat Industry 
John Scott (Ayr) (Con): To ask the Scottish Executive, in light of the EU Council 
decision not to take forward plans to label meat from animals that 
are slaughtered without stunning in different ways from meat that is slaughtered 
after stunning, what further measures can be taken in Scotland to deliver clear labelling 
on this issue. (S3W-40264) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government intends to consult with our 
stakeholders on the implementation of the EU Regulation 1099/2009, 
which introduces new controls on the protection of animals at slaughter. The issue 
of slaughter without pre-stunning is one of the areas on which views will be  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110315w0001.htm#11031583000687
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110315w0001.htm#11031583000687
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sought. In addition, we will also take the opportunity to consult on the related issue 
of the labelling of meat produced from animals slaughtered without pre-stunning. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/default.aspx?pq=S3W-40264  
  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
T8. [46125] Rachel Reeves (Leeds West) (Lab): Last Thursday, I joined students from 
Swallow Hill community college and Abbey Grange school from my constituency on a 
visit to Auschwitz. Will the Foreign Secretary join me in commending the Holocaust 
Educational Trust’s work and will he confirm what funding the Government will commit to 
supporting the Auschwitz-Birkenau Foundation to ensure that future generations can see 
what happens when racism and hatred go unchecked? 

Mr Lidington: I am grateful to the hon. Lady for raising this point. The 
Government are determined to preserve the memory of the holocaust to educate 
future generations and we support the long-term preservation of Auschwitz-
Birkenau as a site of remembrance and reflection. We are currently finalising the 
details of exactly how we will support the foundation and I assure her that an 
announcement will be made very soon. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/11031
5-0001.htm#11031569000564  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
T4. [46121] Robert Halfon (Harlow) (Con): My right hon. Friend made some welcome 
remarks about the tragic murder of the Fogel family on the west bank. Is he aware that 
the Palestinian Government recently gave $2,000 to the family of a terrorist who attacked 
an Israeli soldier? What steps can he take to stop the incitement of terrorism by the 
Palestinians? 

Mr Hague: I join my hon. Friend in deploring any incitement of terrorism by 
anyone on any side of the disputes in the middle east. We are not aware as 
Ministers of the particular instance to which he refers, but if he would like to get in 
touch with us with the details we will, of course, look into it. N 
 

T10. [46127] Ian Austin (Dudley North) (Lab): Hamas terrorists fired long-range 
rockets into apartments in Beersheba just a few weeks ago. With Hamas’s leader calling 
for jihad, not negotiation, and with Iran supplying weapons to Hamas, Hezbollah and the 
Taliban, what more can the Secretary of State do to curtail terrorist attacks against our 
forces in Afghanistan and our allies in the middle east? 

Mr Hague: I listed earlier some of the things we are doing. Clearly, we are 
intercepting some of the shipments of arms that have been involved. That is how 
we know about the rockets that were being shipped to the Taliban and about the 
ammunition involved.  I set out  some  of  the  other  actions,  including  diplomatic 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/default.aspx?pq=S3W-40264
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/110315-0001.htm#11031569000564
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/110315-0001.htm#11031569000564
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actions, that we are taking. We have stepped up our efforts in that regard, but the 
hon. Gentleman is quite right to ask us to do still more. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/11031
5-0001.htm#11031569000564  

 
Middle East 

6. Rachel Reeves (Leeds West) (Lab): What recent assessment he has made of the 
UK’s involvement in the middle east peace process; and if he will make a statement. 
[46098] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): The United Kingdom will continue to press for progress on the middle 
east peace process. The situation across the middle east demands that, and I 
discussed progress with President Abbas last week. We want to see a resumption 
of negotiations based on clear parameters supported by the international 
community: 1967 borders with equivalent land swaps, appropriate security 
arrangements, Jerusalem as the capital of both states and a just solution for 
refugees. 

Rachel Reeves: In February, the Israeli Government removed two checkpoints from the 
Nablus area. Last week, a man was stopped outside Nablus with a bag of explosives, 
and this weekend an Israeli family were murdered. Will the right hon. Gentleman 
welcome the removal of checkpoints but acknowledge the security risks that such 
decisions entail when abused by those who do not want peace? 

Mr Hague: Yes, absolutely—the hon. Lady is quite right to draw attention to that. 
Of course, it is good when the security environment improves, but what happened 
in the Israeli settlement near Nablus at the weekend was absolutely unacceptable. 
I issued a statement at the time saying: “The friends and relatives of the family 
killed in Itamar have my deepest sympathies. This was an act of 
incomprehensible cruelty and brutality which I utterly condemn.” 

Bob Blackman (Harrow East) (Con): Does my right hon. Friend agree that the atrocity 
at Itamar makes it even harder for Prime Minister Netanyahu to advance the middle east 
peace process with the Palestinians, and that Members on both sides of the House 
should utterly condemn such atrocities? 

Mr Hague: I will go part of the way with my hon. Friend. We should condemn that 
atrocity across the House, as I think all parties do, but we must not let any of the 
recent events in the middle east allow us to draw the conclusion that it has 
become impossibly harder to pursue the middle east peace process. Indeed, the 
wider turn of events in the middle east recently, as well as such acts of great 
barbarity, underline the need to get on with the peace process, and to give even 
greater urgency to the search for a two-state solution. I hope that that lesson is 
drawn by Israeli and Palestinian leaders from the wider events in Egypt and other 
nations.  

Stephen Twigg (Liverpool, West Derby) (Lab/Co-op): May I join the Secretary of State 
in condemning the appalling murder of the Fogel family last Friday, and associate the 
Opposition Front Bench with what he said on the implications for the middle east peace 
process? 
Does the Foreign Secretary agree that lasting peace requires reconciliation between 
citizens as well as agreements between their Governments? Will he therefore join me in 
praising the brilliant work of OneVoice Palestine and OneVoice Israel—brave local 
citizens who are making the case in parallel for a two-state solution? 

Mr Hague: The hon. Gentleman underlines what I said—that the condemnation of 
the killings at the weekend is shared across the House—and he makes the 
powerful point that peace in the middle east will be built on contact between 
citizens and civil society as well as on the decisions of political leaders. I certainly 
join him in congratulating those organisations on their work. We also urge Israeli 
and   Palestinian   leaders   to   make   the  most  of  that  work  and  to  seize  the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/110315-0001.htm#11031569000564
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opportunities in the coming weeks to advance the peace process. 
Andrew Percy (Brigg and Goole) (Con): No doubt the Palestinian Authority has made 
some genuine progress towards its road map obligations, but has the Foreign Secretary 
had a chance to assess the role of the Palestinians in inciting the sort of attacks that we 
saw last weekend? 

Mr Hague: I am sure that it is not the Palestinian Authority who incite attacks of 
that kind, which my hon. Friend might see if he looks at what Prime Minister 
Salam Fayyad has done to build the attributes of a Palestinian state on the west 
bank. The last thing he wants is incidents of that kind. Of course, we do not know 
who incited those events, but I feel confident that it was not the Prime Minister 
and the President of the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/11031
5-0001.htm#11031569000024  
 

Middle East 
Jeremy Lefroy: N The Egypt-Israel peace treaty is a successful model of a land-for-
peace agreement, and Egypt has played a crucial role throughout the middle east peace 
process. What steps are the Government taking to ensure that that agreement continues 
to be a cornerstone of the process? 

Alistair Burt: We were all reassured when one of the first statements made by 
Egypt’s military council was that it accepted and will adhere to its international 
agreements. I think everyone understood that it was referring specifically to the 
peace agreement with Israel, and I hope that that will provide people with 
confidence. When I was in Egypt last week, I saw the relationship between the 
military and the politicians, and it is to be hoped that there will be a process 
towards democratic elections and government, and that that peace treaty will be 
adhered to by a future Government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/11031
5-0001.htm#11031569000031  
 

Middle East 
Ann Clwyd (Cynon Valley) (Lab): I took part in a special United Nations conference on 
the plight of Palestinian prisoners last week, and the descriptions of the conditions in 
which they are held in Israeli prisons and detention centres were appalling. We were told 
of torture, inhumane treatment and so on. Some 200 to 300 young people under the age 
of 18 are held in those conditions. What will the Foreign Secretary do to prevail on the 
Israelis to adhere to the conventions to which they have signed up? 

Mr Hague: Of course we believe that there should be the proper treatment of 
prisoners throughout the world, including in Israel and anywhere else in the 
middle east. We have taken up concerns about such issues in the past. If the right 
hon. Lady would like to give me more details of what she found in that particular 
case, I will of course look to take them up with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/11031
5-0001.htm#11031569000030  
 

Terrorist Organisations 
4. Graham Evans (Weaver Vale) (Con): What recent reports he has received on the 
involvement of the Government of Iran with bodies acting as proxies for terrorist 
organisations; and if he will make a statement. [46096] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): The latest evidence that Iran continues to supply the Taliban with 
weaponry is at odds with Iran’s claim to the international community and its own 
people that it supports stability and security in Afghanistan. That behaviour is 
completely unacceptable. We continue to condemn Iranian support for groups 
such as Hamas and Hezbollah,  which pursue an ideology of violence that directly  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/110315-0001.htm#11031569000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/110315-0001.htm#11031569000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/110315-0001.htm#11031569000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/110315-0001.htm#11031569000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/110315-0001.htm#11031569000030
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/110315-0001.htm#11031569000030
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undermines the prospects for peace in the region. N 
We assess that Iran is the most significant provider of weapons, training and 
funding to Hezbollah, as well as supporting the Taliban N We have made it clear 
to the authorities in Tehran that this is completely unacceptable. We will continue 
to push for full implementation of the UN resolutions that call for the disarmament 
of these armed groups and prohibit weapons transfers. 

Mrs Louise Ellman (Liverpool, Riverside) (Lab/Co-op): On 10 March, Iran’s supreme 
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, said: “The fake Zionist government is a cancerous 
tumour”. What steps are being taken to deal with Iran’s influence on terrorism in Lebanon 
and Gaza? 

Mr Hague: I outlined the steps that are being taken in response to the previous 
question. The hon. Lady draws attention to another outrageous and unacceptable 
statement by the Iranian leadership, which is part of a long line of such statements 
about the state of Israel and other nations in the region. We continue to deliver 
our protests and to take the practical action I have outlined. N 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/11031
5-0001.htm#11031569000022  
 

West Bank 
Barbara Keeley: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of levels of economic development in the west 
bank; and if he will make a statement. [46113] 

Alistair Burt: The most recent reports from the World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund show that the west bank economy is performing well, though with 
significant reliance on external financial assistance. 
We are encouraged by the progress of the Palestinian Authority under Prime 
Minister Salam Fayyad's leadership in recent years. We commend it for its sound 
economic management, security improvements and focus on encouraging 
investment. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0
004.htm#11031589000029  
 

Gaza: Economic Situation 
Mr Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
recent steps his Department has taken to promote economic development in Gaza and 
the West Bank. [45778] 

Mr Duncan: The Department for International Development (DFID) is working 
closely with the Palestinian Authority (PA), other donors, and businesses to 
promote economic growth in the West Bank and Gaza. Through our Facility for 
New Market Development (FNMD) project we are providing financial support and 
technical advice to Palestinian businesses, helping them compete in new markets, 
develop new products and re-launch operations. FNMD support has helped 
Palestinian businesses to achieve $43.9 million in incremental export and local 
sales, and to create 1,131 jobs. 
In addition, we are also providing funding to stimulate employment in the 
construction sector by increasing the availability of long-term mortgages. Through 
investing £14 million between 2010 and 2013, we expect to attract over $500 
million of private finance for mortgage lending, leading to the creation of 7,000 
construction jobs over five years. We are also supporting the work of the Office of 
the Quartet Representative to reduce Israeli restrictions on movement and access 
that increase the costs and risks of doing business and, particularly in Gaza, 
impede flows of imports and exports. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0
005.htm#11031591000009  

TOP 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/110315-0001.htm#11031569000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/debtext/110315-0001.htm#11031569000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0004.htm#11031589000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0004.htm#11031589000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0005.htm#11031591000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0005.htm#11031591000009
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Syria: Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on levels of anti-Semitism in Syria; whether he has made 
representations to the government of Syria on anti-Semitism in that country; and if he will 
make a statement. [45642] 

Alistair Burt: Anti-Semitic sentiment is unacceptable whether it occurs in the 
middle east, in the UK, or anywhere else. The same is true for all forms of racism 
or xenophobia. 
We are not aware of any significant recent reports of anti-Semitism against the 
small Jewish community in Syria. We maintain an active dialogue with Syria on 
human rights issues, including the treatment of minority groups, and are working 
with our international partners to ensure proper focus on specific human rights 
cases. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0
004.htm#11031589000045  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110315-
0001.htm#11031582000178  
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/amend/pbc1611503a.16
39.html  
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 
** Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/146/amend/pbc1461503a.1.
html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0004.htm#11031589000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110315/text/110315w0004.htm#11031589000045
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110315-0001.htm#11031582000178
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110315-0001.htm#11031582000178
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/amend/pbc1611503a.1639.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/161/amend/pbc1611503a.1639.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/146/amend/pbc1461503a.1.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/146/amend/pbc1461503a.1.html
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Scottish Parliament 

Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
 

More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
** Equality Impact Assessments for age, gender, transgender, religion and sexual 
orientation 2007-2013 Structural Funds Programmes in Wales (closing date 9 May 
2011) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/businessandeconomy/110222eiaconsultation/?lang=en  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=1730&external=no&menu=1
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/
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