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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Baroness Deech: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their response to the report 
of the Community Security Trust recording the second highest annual total of anti-Semitic 
incidents in 2010. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities and 
Local Government (Baroness Hanham): My Lords, the number of anti-Semitic 
incidents in the United Kingdom is a very depressing reminder that this 
unacceptable behaviour remains a cause of great concern. In December, the 
coalition Government published the three-year-on response to the All-Party 
Parliamentary Inquiry into Antisemitism, which highlighted the steps we have taken 
to tackle and reduce anti-Semitism. In addition, the cross-government working party 
to tackle anti-Semitism will be taking forward future work. 

Baroness Deech: I thank the Minister for her constructive reply. Does she agree that this 
ancient hatred is most pernicious when it takes root in the minds of young people and that 
she should therefore urge vice-chancellors to take steps, as is their duty under the law, to 
stop incidents of hate speech on campus? Will she also tell us how she proposes to 
prevent race and religious hatred material imported from overseas being used in faith 
schools, including out-of-hours faith schools? 

Baroness Hanham: My Lords, the last place that we want anti-Semitism to take a 
hold is in our schools or universities. We expect universities to have measures in 
place to ensure that their students are not subject to threatening or abusive 
behaviour, and those institutions have a strong legal framework to help them to 
deal effectively with this. With regard to people coming in from outside and talking 
on campuses, again, a range of guidance, providing a practical framework, is 
available to higher education institutions to help them to support tolerance. All 
these subjects remain part of the work being done by the working party to ensure 
that, if further guidance is needed, it is provided. 

Lord Boswell of Aynho: My Lords, I am a member of the all-party group inquiring into 
anti-Semitism. Will the Minister have regard to two somewhat different concerns, although 
they are both about diffuse anti-Semitism rather than specific acts of violence, which are 
recorded by the Community Security Trust? I have in mind both the plethora of hate 
speech on the internet, which in a sense is, sadly, publicly available and the recent report 
by the Sunday Times to the effect that the word "Jew" is now being used as a term of 
abuse and opprobrium in the playground. That kind of conduct cannot be acceptable. Can 
I have my noble friend's assurance that Her Majesty's Government and all decent-minded 
people will work their hardest to see that it does not take root? 
Noble Lords: Hear, hear. 
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Baroness Hanham: My Lords, we must do all we can to ensure that the use of 
words such as "Jew" in a way that causes people to feel upset or afraid is not taken 
up for threatening, antagonistic or hatred purposes. Of course, schools must stamp 
it out at the very earliest stages so that no child ever considers it to be an 
acceptable way of talking about someone. 
The internet is another area of great concern, and it is also quite difficult to handle 
because we do not always have ways of tackling the problem. The task of removing 
hate from mass media channels, such as the internet, is daunting and challenging, 
but we have to look at how we can do so. Many states still view the balancing point 
differently from the United Kingdom, and that makes the task much more difficult 
because they do not all see the same pressure and impact. However, we continue 
to look for opportunities and ways to deal with the problem. In fact, what is on the 
internet goes beyond hate, and very soon we will have to find a way of obliterating 
and blotting out such unacceptable material. 

Lord McKenzie of Luton: My Lords, does the Minister think that the promotion of 
multiculturalism will help us to meet these challenges? 

Baroness Hanham: My Lords, there are two ways of looking at multiculturalism. 
One is the bringing together of communities and cultures, and the other is where 
disparate groups keep their cultures separate. Whichever way you look at it, I do 
not think that multiculturalism is going to have anything to do with hatred. My view 
is that hatred is generated not by culture but by fear, and there is a need for groups 
to be brought together. If, as I am sure he has done, the noble Lord looks at the 
report, he will find mention all the way through of incidents in which two or three 
people get together and are horrible. They use the word "Jew" and then assault or 
impact in some way on others. Therefore, I do not think that multiculturalism has 
anything to do with this. 

The Lord Bishop of Ripon and Leeds: My Lords, the statistic quoted by the noble 
Baroness, Lady Deech, is both shameful and deeply worrying for the future. Will the 
Minister affirm the importance of religious education in schools as being one of the crucial 
ways in which there can be a deepening of understanding between faiths? Will she also 
commend the work of the Council of Christians and Jews in tackling issues of anti-
Semitism? 

Baroness Hanham: Yes, of course, I confirm our support for that. All education 
must now ensure that any sense of hatred, any antagonism to any religion, is ruled 
out. 

Baroness Hussein-Ece: My Lords, I declare an interest as the lead commissioner on 
religion and relations for the Equality and Human Rights Commission. We all agree that it 
is completely abhorrent that anyone should be intimidated on the grounds of their race, 
colour, gender, sexuality or religion. That applies also to famous fashion designers. The 
trust report shows that there are spikes or rises in anti-Semitic incidents that are related to 
tensions in the Middle East. With current events in mind, will the Minister please set out 
what is being done to ensure that communities, particularly those of different faiths, are 
brought together to ensure that we promote the British tradition of tolerance and 
understanding? 

Baroness Hanham: My Lords, I acknowledge the work that the noble Baroness 
has undertaken on this matter. We support everything that she has done. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110310-
0001.htm#11031058000349  
 

Universities: Extremism 
Lord Beecham: To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Lord Henley on 10 January (WA 362), what is their response to the recent report of 
Universities UK on extremism on campuses; and whether they intend to discuss the 
report with the organisation or make representations to it.[HL7177] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary  of  State,  Department  for  Environment,  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110310-0001.htm#11031058000349
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110310-0001.htm#11031058000349
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Food and Rural Affairs (Lord Henley): We are studying the contents and 
recommendations of the report released by Universities UK and will use this and a 
wide range of other representations to inform our development of the new Prevent 
strategy, which will be published later in the spring. 
We will work closely with Universities UK, the Association of Colleges, the 
National Union of Students and other bodies to ensure that universities and 
colleges are fully aware of the risks associated with extremism on campus and 
that we are collectively doing everything that we can to manage these risks. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110310w0001.htm#110
31051000204  
 

Civil Partnerships 
8. Mr Andrew Turner (Isle of Wight) (Con): When she expects to publish plans to allow 
civil partnerships on religious premises. [45310] 

The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mrs Theresa May): On 17 
February, we announced our intention to implement section 202 of the Equality 
Act 2010, which removes the ban in England and Wales on civil partnership 
registrations being held on religious premises. It is a permissive provision, which 
means that religious organisations that do not wish to host civil partnership 
registrations will not be required to do so. This is a positive step for lesbian, gay 
and bisexual rights and for religious freedom, and I hope Members on both sides 
of the House will welcome it. 

Mr Turner: Will the Secretary of State confirm that there is no prospect whatever of the 
voluntary nature of these civil partnership registrations being turned, by the intervention 
of the courts, into a right, whereby the long-standing opposition from most churches, 
mosques and synagogues will be overridden? 

Mrs May: I would make two points in response to my hon. Friend's question. First, 
this provision was introduced as an amendment to the Equality Bill because 
religious organisations asked to be able to hold civil partnership ceremonies on 
their religious premises. It was introduced before the election and was widely 
supported, and we have decided to go ahead with it. To reassure my hon. Friend, 
however, I point out that section 202 says: "For the avoidance of doubt, nothing in 
this Act places an obligation on religious organisations to host civil partnerships if 
they do not wish to do so." 
That is the legal background against which the provision will be introduced. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110310/debtext/11031
0-0001.htm#11031052000038  
 

English Baccalaureate: Religion 
Tony Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Education when he plans to make 
a decision on the inclusion of religious education within the English Baccalaureate for the 
purposes of the 2011 school performance tables. [38975] 

Mr Gibb: I intend to publish information on all measures to be included in the 2011 
performance tables in our annual statement of intent, which will be published at 
www.education.gov.uk/performancetables 
We have not set an exact date for publication, but it will be before the summer 
break. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110310/text/110310w0
002.htm#11031069000129  
 

 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Robert Halfon (1581) Exeter University and funding from the Middle East -That this 
House  notes that senior staff of Exeter University met Colonel Gaddafi in 2003 in a bid to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110310w0001.htm#11031051000204
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110310w0001.htm#11031051000204
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110310/debtext/110310-0001.htm#11031052000038
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110310/debtext/110310-0001.htm#11031052000038
http://www.education.gov.uk/performancetables
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110310/text/110310w0002.htm#11031069000129
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110310/text/110310w0002.htm#11031069000129
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set up a £75 million deal which would see British universities educate elite Libyan 
officials; further notes that there was an announcement of a deal to set up an Exeter 
Centre for English in the Libyan capital of Tripoli; further notes that this deal involved 
confirming Exeter University's role as the lead academic adviser to Libya's National 
Programme for Postgraduate Development; accepts that these plans were ultimately 
never pursued, but notes that the European Muslim Research Centre at the University of 
Exeter was launched after funding provided by IslamExpo and the Cordoba Foundation 
(founded by Anas Al-Tikriti, a leader in the British Muslim Initiative and a former leader of 
the Muslim Association of Britain, both organisations being part of the UK Muslim 
Brotherhood); recognises that IslamExpo is an event that is strongly associated with the 
global Muslim Brotherhood and has been supported by organisations such as the British 
Muslim Initiative, the Federation of Islamic Organisations in Europe and the Muslim 
Council of Britain; and calls on the Government to establish an independent inquiry to 
trace the huge amounts of money from Middle Eastern dictatorships that has flowed into 
British universities and to introduce a mechanism whereby for every £1 that a British 
university receives in donations from a totalitarian or despotic regime, such as Libya, £1 
should be withdrawn from that university in public sudsidy. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=42628&SESSION=905  

 
 
CST 

A Guide to Fighting Hate Crime 
http://www.thecst.org.uk/docs/Hate%20Crime%20booklet%20-%20Web%20version.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: EU External Relations 
Caroline Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 15 February 2011, Official Report, column 716W, on Israel: EU 
external relations, whether he has received legal advice on the Israeli government's 
compliance with the human rights provisions of the EU-Israeli Association Agreement. 
[42948] 

Alistair Burt: The EU Israel Association Agreement was discussed at the EU 
Israel Association Council meeting on 22 February 2011. The Council's statement 
makes clear in paragraphs 24-26 the importance it places on Israel complying 
with the human rights provisions of the EU-Israeli Association Agreement: 
"The EU welcomes the opportunity of a regular dialogue with the Israeli side on 
human rights issues of common concern, including the protection of the 
Palestinian population, respect for the Convention of the Rights of the Child, 
children affected by armed conflicts, the promotion of democracy, rule of law and 
respect for international humanitarian law, including in the context of the relevant 
informal working groups. The EU reiterates its call on Israel to establish a 
subcommittee on human rights, within the framework of the Association 
Agreement." 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has not sought specific legal advice on 
the Israeli Government's compliance with its human rights obligations under the 
Association Agreement as these are assessed in the European External Action 
Service's (EEAS)  annual  progress  reports.  In  producing  this  report  the  EEAS  
 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=42628&SESSION=905
http://www.thecst.org.uk/docs/Hate%20Crime%20booklet%20-%20Web%20version.pdf
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conducts an analysis of the Israeli Government's compliance with the human 
rights provisions of the EU-Israeli Association Agreement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110310/text/110310w0
003.htm#11031072000014  
 

Gaza: Defence Equipment 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the firing of an advanced rocket from Gaza into Be-er 
Shera, Israel on 23 February 2011; and if he will make a statement. [43820] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of reports that Hamas continues to acquire and test a 
variety of weapons. We have long made it clear that the arming and funding of 
Hamas, and other Palestinian Rejectionist Groups, is unacceptable. 
We place great importance on the protection of Israel's legitimate security needs. 
We continue to underline the need for Hamas to end rocket attacks on Israel. We 
call on them to take immediate and concrete steps towards the Quartet principles 
and unconditionally to release Gilad Shalit, who has been held in captivity for over 
four years. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110310/text/110310w0
003.htm#11031072000011  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/040/amend/am040-e.htm  
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/pro1261103p.73-79.html  
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm  

TOP 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110310/text/110310w0003.htm#11031072000014
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/040/amend/am040-e.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/pro1261103p.73-79.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm


 
6

 
 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
 

More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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