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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Higher Education: Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills (1) what 
recent reports he has received on incidents of Israeli students at universities in (a) 
London and (b) England being targeted by Islamic extremists; and if he will make a 
statement; [41710] 
(2) what recent (a) meetings he has had with and (b) representations he has received 
from (i) the Israeli ambassador to Great Britain and (ii) the Government of Israel on (A) 
the security of Israeli students attending university in the United Kingdom, (B) anti-
Semitism against Israeli students on campus and (C) the targeting of Israeli students by 
Islamic extremists; and if he will make a statement. [41711] 

Mr Willetts: I have received no reports of incidents of Israeli students attending 
universities in London, or more widely in England, being targeted by Islamic 
extremists. I have also had no formal representations from, or held meetings with, 
the Israeli Government or Israeli ambassador to Great Britain about these issues. 
However, the broader issue of the treatment of Jewish students was one of a 
number of subjects I discussed with Alon Roth-Snir, the deputy ambassador of 
Israel to the UK, at a recent dinner engagement on UK-Israel trade relations. I 
have also discussed this matter, the experiences of Jewish students in the UK, at 
a meeting held last October with John Mann MP, the Community Security Trust, 
the Union of Jewish Students, Universities UK and the Equality Challenge Unit. 
There is no place for racism of any form, including anti-Semitism, in higher 
education. Universities have access to a strong legislative framework and 
guidance to help them deal effectively with instances of intolerance, racism and 
harassment in their institutions. Government would expect them to vigorously 
tackle these issues when they arise and has supported institutions with key 
guidance on promoting good campus relations in the sector. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0
003.htm#11030892000036  

 
Social Cohesion 

Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what proposals they have to achieve 
racial, ethnic and cultural integration and improved social cohesion.[HL6991] 
To ask Her Majesty's Government, in the light of the Prime Minister's recent speech on 
multiculturalism, how they plan to tackle the issue of segregated communities in the 
United Kingdom. [HL6994] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0003.htm#11030892000036
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0003.htm#11030892000036
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The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Hanham): Integration is an integral part of 
the big society. As the Prime Minister set out in his recent speech in Munich, 
integration is fostered by meaningful and active participation in society, which is 
achieved by shifting the balance of power away from the state and towards the 
people, and by initiatives such as the national citizen service. DCLG is considering 
what additional, specific activities are needed to improve integration and to 
overcome divisions in communities. We are working to develop a cross-
government approach. 

Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government how the Big Society agenda will 
contribute to racial equality and social justice.[HL6992] 

Baroness Hanham: The big society is the Government's vision for communities 
which are stronger and more involved in public services and which have the power 
to hold these services to account.Black and minority ethnic communities and 
community groups already have a strong history of developing innovative solutions 
to their problems. The work to decentralise power to communities through the new 
rights in the Localism Bill and open public sector service provision to voluntary 
sector providers will enable all communities to take control of services and make 
them more effective and focused on their needs. Support will be put in place to 
enable communities and community groups to engage with and benefit from these 
new rights and opportunities. 
The Government are piloting national citizen service for 11,000 16 year-olds in 
summer 2011. National citizen service will bring together young people from 
different social and ethnic backgrounds, giving them the opportunity to plan and 
deliver projects that will benefit their local communities and fostering lasting bonds 
between participants. 
It should be noted that we have introduced the new public sector equality duty 
based around the principles of transparency and accountability, which requires 
public authorities to set clear public objectives on equality and to publish data on 
the progress that they are making. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110307w0001.htm#110
3074000199 
 

Schools: Religious Education 
Lord HyltonTo ask Her Majesty's Government why they have not included religious 
education as a possible subject in the humanities section of the English Baccalaureate; 
and whether they will review that decision in the light of the uptake of religious education 
as an academic subject in secondary schools.[HL7214] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools (Lord Hill of 
Oareford): For the purposes of the 2010 performance tables, the humanities 
element of the English baccalaureate measure was either history or geography. 
We have not included religious education (RE) as fulfilling the humanity 
requirement of the English baccalaureate because it is, and remains, compulsory 
throughout a pupil's schooling. One of the intentions of the English baccalaureate 
is to encourage wider take-up of geography and history in addition to, rather than 
instead of, compulsory RE.   
We will continue to monitor the teaching of RE as we do at present through the 
school workforce census, which will collect information annually on the subjects 
being taught by all teachers in maintained secondary schools; through trends in 
GCSE entry; and through Ofsted's triennial subject survey report of RE, which will 
look at the quality of teaching. We will also consider any representations about the 
English baccalaureate measure and review the precise definition of the English 
baccalaureate for the 2011 performance tables. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110307w0001.htm#110
3074000198  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110307w0001.htm#1103074000199
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110307w0001.htm#1103074000199
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110307w0001.htm#1103074000198
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110307w0001.htm#1103074000198
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English Baccalaureate: Religion 
Tony Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Education if he will assess the 
effect on teaching of religious education of not including it in the definition of the English 
Baccalaureate for the purposes of school performance tables. [38974] 

Mr Gibb: While religious studies GCSE will not count towards the English 
Baccalaureate the teaching of religious education remains compulsory throughout 
a pupil's schooling. However we will continue to monitor the teaching of religious 
education as we do at present through the School Workforce Census, which will 
collect information annually on the subjects being taught by all teachers in 
maintained secondary schools, through trends in GCSE entry, and through 
Ofsted's triennial subject survey report of religious education which will look at the 
quality of teaching. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0
004.htm#110308102000020  

 
Hizb ut-Tahrir 

Mr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what recent 
consideration she has given to the proscription of Hizb ut-Tahrir under the Terrorism Act 
2000. [41384] 

Nick Herbert: The Government do not normally comment on whether an 
organisation is, or is not, under consideration for proscription. However, Hizb ut-
Tahrir is an organisation about which the Government have significant concerns 
and their activities are closely monitored. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110307/text/110307w0
005.htm#11030812000024  

 
 
Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-8083 Stewart Maxwell: The Jewish Way of Life—That the Parliament welcomes 
the launch of the Jewish Way of Life educational resource about Judaism; considers this 
an excellent resource and congratulates the Pears Foundation for funding it; further 
congratulates Learning and Teaching Scotland for working with the Scottish Council 
of Jewish Communities to make this resource available inScotland, and urges all schools 
to investigate this new teaching aid in the recognition that education is key to fostering 
good community relations. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=20951  

 
 
Scottish Government 

Experiences of Muslims Living in Scotland    
report   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/344206/0114485.pdf 
summary   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/343749/0114332.pdf 

TOP 
 

 

 

Holocaust 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Schools: Holocaust Memorial Day 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what steps the Government took 
to mark Holocaust Memorial Day 2011 in schools and colleges; and if he will make a 
statement. [38113] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0004.htm#110308102000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0004.htm#110308102000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110307/text/110307w0005.htm#11030812000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110307/text/110307w0005.htm#11030812000024
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=20951
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/344206/0114485.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/343749/0114332.pdf
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Mr Gibb: Holocaust Memorial Day reminds us of the lessons of the holocaust and 
the consequences of allowing prejudice to grow. The Department funds the 
Holocaust Educational Trust's Lessons from Auschwitz project, which provides for 
two students (aged 16-18) from every school/sixth form college in England to visit 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. Many of the students who participate on the project will have 
marked Holocaust Memorial Day in their schools and local communities across 
the country. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0
005.htm#110308102000039  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliament Statement and Questions 

Libya and the Middle East 
col 645  The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): J It remains more vital than ever that we press for a just and lasting resolution 
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We want to see an urgent return to negotiations, based 
on clear parameters, including the 1967 borders. We will work with all the parties to press 
for a decisive breakthrough this year. President Abbas is visiting the UK this week. I will 
discuss these issues with him tomorrow, when I will also confirm that, given the extent of 
our aid to the Palestinian Authority and our work with them, we will join many other 
countries in upgrading the status of the Palestinian delegation to London to the level of a 
mission. J  

 

 col 646  Mr Douglas Alexander (Paisley and Renfrewshire South) (Lab): J On 
behalf of the Opposition, I should like to add my support and welcome for the Foreign 
Secretary's announcement that the status of the Palestinian delegation in London is to be 
upgraded. He can rely on our support as he continues to make the case for renewed 
urgency in efforts to bring about real and meaningful negotiations between the Israelis 
and the Palestinians. J 

 

col 662  Mr Jim Cunningham (Coventry South) (Lab): I am sure the Foreign Secretary 
is aware that a number of groups over the years, particularly Christian and voluntary 
groups, have visited the Palestinian territories, as Caritas did recently. What are we 
doing to get the peace process up and running, and in particular, what pressure are we 
putting on Israel? 
Mr Hague: J that is what we will discuss with President Abbas tomorrow. We have 
called on the US to join us in saying that the parameters of a settlement should include 
stating that it will be based on 1967 borders. We also need a just settlement for refugees, 
and for Jerusalem to be the future capital of both states in a two-state solution. We voted 
that way at the UN Security Council three Fridays ago-we voted among the group of 14 
of 15 nations on the Security Council for the resolution concerning settlements in the 
occupied territories. Those settlements are illegal, and we have called on Israel to extend 
and then to renew its freeze on that building. This country is a friend to Israelis and to 
Palestinians. We believe that it is in the vital interests of both that the middle east peace 
process receives greater urgency from the international community, and not less urgency 
in the light of recent events. J 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110307/debtext/11030
7-0001.htm#11030711000002  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0005.htm#110308102000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0005.htm#110308102000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110307/debtext/110307-0001.htm#11030711000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110307/debtext/110307-0001.htm#11030711000002
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UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he will 
make representations to the Palestinian Authority to encourage it to recognise the 
religious and historical significance of the Western Wall to Jewish people; and if he will 
make a statement. [42063] 

Alistair Burt: We strongly support the right to freedom of religion or belief as set 
out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights as well as the full implementation of the 1981 UN 
Declaration on the Elimination of all Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination 
Based on Religion or Belief. 
Jerusalem holds particular significance for many people worldwide especially the 
three Abrahamic faiths of Judaism, Islam and Christianity. It is crucial that the 
parties come to an agreement whereby Jerusalem can be a shared capital of both 
an Israeli and a Palestinian state. 
We make our views on these issues clear to both the Government of Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority. We continue to call for restraint and the avoidance of 
provocative actions from both sides in and around Jerusalem. 

Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with governments in the Middle East on the boycott by 
Hamas of Israeli goods in Gaza. [43097] 

Alistair Burt: Given wider changes across the region, our recent contacts with 
Governments in the Middle East have focused on the challenges and 
opportunities these changes present. We have not discussed the issue cited. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0
005.htm#1103092000019  
 

Palestinians: Elections 
Lady Hermon: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent steps he has taken to support the holding of elections in the Palestinian 
territories; and if he will make a statement. [44563] 
Alistair Burt: I refer the hon. Member to the answer given by my noble Friend, the 
Minister of State, the right hon. Lord Howell of Guildford, of 9 February 2011, Official 
Report, House of Lords, column WA70. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0
005.htm#1103092000021  
 

The reply referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110209w0001.htm#110
20976000491  

 
Palestinians: Security Forces 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 17 February 2011, Official Report, column 1001W, on 
Palestinians: security forces, what proportion of the Middle East and North Africa Conflict 
Pool was used to assist the US Security Co-ordinator for Israel and the Palestinian 
territories in the training of Palestinian security forces in (a) 2008, (b) 2009 and (c) 2010. 
[44616] 

Alistair Burt: The proportion of Middle East and North Africa Conflict Pool (MENA 
CP) funding provided to assist the US Security Co-ordinator through the 
deployment of the British support team in Ramallah for each of the years referred 
to is: 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0005.htm#1103092000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0005.htm#1103092000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0005.htm#1103092000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0005.htm#1103092000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110209w0001.htm#11020976000491
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110209w0001.htm#11020976000491
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Financial year Percentage 

2008-09 33 

2009-10 16 

2010-11 18 
The proportion of the funding out of the MENA CP allocation for Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories specifically was: 

Financial year Percentage 

2008-09 57 

2009-10 68 

2010-11 60 
Final funding for 2010-11 is not confirmed and is based on the provisional 
allocation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0
005.htm#1103092000022  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Kwasi Kwarteng: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent reports he has received on the blockade in Gaza. [44466] 

Alistair Burt: Although we no longer assess that there is a humanitarian crisis in 
Gaza we have long been clear that the status quo is a tragedy, unsustainable and 
counterproductive.The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), raised the 
situation in Gaza with Prime Minister Netanyahu when he visited Israel in 
November 2010. The Minister of State for the Middle East and North Africa, my 
hon. Friend the Member for North East Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt), discussed 
Gaza at length with the Israeli Coordinator for Government Activity in the 
Territories (COGAT), General Dangot, when he visited the region on 16-19 
January 2011. Officials at our embassy in Tel Aviv raise Gaza access with the 
Government of Israel on a regular basis. 
There has been an increase in the quantity and variety of goods entering Gaza. 
Butwe continue to call on Israel to ensure the unconditional opening of crossing 
for the flow of humanitarian aid, commercial goods and persons. We also look to 
Israel to speed up the approvals process for dual-use items and accelerate key 
imports for UN led reconstruction. 
We welcome steps, such as Israel's approval of the 20 projects in Gaza including 
the seven UN Relief and Works Agency schools they announced on 4 February 
2011. We continue to press for further such steps. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0
005.htm#1103092000017  

 
Hezbollah 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with (a) his Israeli counterpart, (b) his Lebanese 
counterpart and (c) his Syrian counterpart on Hezbollah's military capabilities in southern 
Lebanon. [43196] 

Alistair Burt: Both the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my right hon. Friend, and the Prime Minister have raised the issue of Hizballah 
weapons recently; my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary with President 
Assad and Foreign Minister Muallem during his visit to Damascus in January 2011 
and the Prime Minister in discussions with Prime Minister Hariri in November 
2010. 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0005.htm#1103092000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0005.htm#1103092000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0005.htm#1103092000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0005.htm#1103092000017
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Our embassies in Tel Aviv, Beirut and Damascus also raise the issue of 
Hizballah's weapons with the Israeli, Lebanese and Syrian Governments on a 
regular basis. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0
005.htm#1103092000011  

 
Iran: Warships 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the passage of Iranian warships through the Suez 
Canal; whether he has had discussions with his (a) Egyptian and (b) Israeli counterpart 
on this issue; and if he will make a statement. [R] [43819] 

Alistair Burt: I am aware of the recent passage of Iranian navy vessels through 
the Suez Canal. Iran was trying to provoke a reaction through a symbolic but 
superficial act. But it knows, and others in the region recognise, that there are real 
limits to it's power and influence. We continue to discuss Iran with a wide range of 
international partners including Israel and Egypt. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110307/text/110307w0
004.htm#1103085000007  

 
 
Downing Street 

PM welcomes Palestinian President to Number 10 
Prime Minister David Cameron has welcomed Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas to 
Number 10 and said that he was “delighted” and thought it “absolutely right” that they had 
upgraded the Palestinian delegation to a Mission. 
The PM said that they had a lot to discuss but that most important of all it was his “strong 
belief” that this was a moment “not to push back on the talks between Israel and 
Palestine, but to actually make more progress, to push forward. This is a moment when 
we should be trying to seize the opportunity and recognise that the peace process lies at 
the heart of so many of the issues in your region and we very strongly support those talks 
going ahead. We also supported the recent UN Security Council resolution on the Middle 
East Peace Process and were proud to do that.” 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/latest-news/2011/03/pm-welcomes-palestinian-
president-to-number-10-61743  
 
 
Joint statement from PM and President Abbas 
J Prime Minister: I’m delighted to have President Abbas here at No 10 Downing Street 
and delighted also that you’ve been upgraded to a mission now, the Palestinian 
delegation here in London, which I think is absolutely right.  Obviously, we’ve got a lot to 
discuss with all the things that are happening in your region, but I think most important of 
all is my strong belief that this is a moment not to push back on the talks between Israel 
and Palestine, but to actually make more progress, to push forward.  This is a moment 
when we should be trying to seize the opportunity and recognise that this lies at the heart 
of so many of the issues in your region and we very strongly support those talks going 
ahead and we also supported the UN Security Council resolution and were proud to do 
that.  So it’s great to have you here today.  Thank you. 
President Mohmoud Abbas: Thank you very much.  Thank you, Mr Prime Minister, for 
inviting us in these crucial times to see you, to talk to you and to exchange views about 
the current situation either in Palestine or around Palestine.  I’m very grateful for you that 
you upgraded our general delegation to a mission and, of course, also we are very 
grateful for your stand in the Security Council and also for the trilateral communiqué 
which has been released by Britain, France and Germany.  We think that that 
communiqué is a good basis for a negotiation, for parameters, for negotiations.  We hope  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0005.htm#1103092000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110308/text/110308w0005.htm#1103092000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110307/text/110307w0004.htm#1103085000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110307/text/110307w0004.htm#1103085000007
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/latest-news/2011/03/pm-welcomes-palestinian-president-to-number-10-61743
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/latest-news/2011/03/pm-welcomes-palestinian-president-to-number-10-61743
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that we will continue our effort to pursue talks and to achieve peace settlement with the 
Israelis as soon as possible. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/speeches-and-transcripts/2011/03/joint-statement-
from-pm-and-president-abbas-61785  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary announces upgrading of the Palestinian Delegation to London  
Foreign Secretary William Hague announced that the UK would join many other countries 
in upgrading the Palestinian Delegation to London to the level of a Mission. The upgrade 
is an acknowledgement of the improvements made by the Palestinian Authority in its 
state building agenda and their progress against their roadmap commitments, and the 
extent of UK aid to the Palestinian Authority and the UK’s work with them. Under the 
upgrade the Delegation Office will be renamed the “Palestinian Mission”. There will also 
be simplified visa arrangements for members of the mission and other administrative 
benefits. 
J the Foreign Secretary said:“Under President Abbas’ leadership, Prime Minister Fayyad 
and the Palestinian Authority have made significant progress in building the foundations 
of a viable Palestinian state in line with their road map commitments. In light of this, and 
given the extent of our aid to the Palestinian Authority and our work with them, I will today 
confirm that we will join many other countries in upgrading the status of the Palestinian 
Delegation to London to the level of a Mission.   J” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=562006582  
 
Middle East Peace Process "must not become a casualty of uncertainty in the 
region"  
Foreign Secretary William Hague J said: "It is a huge pleasure to welcome President 
Abbas to London and to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. We have had important 
discussions about the peace process, our bilateral relations and the situation in the 
region J the British Government's message today is that the Peace Process must not 
become a casualty of uncertainty in the region. J the parties must recommit themselves 
to negotiations as soon as possible, to do so on the basis of clear principles with 
international support, and to strive for a breakthrough this year. J 
I do not underestimate the uncertainty and what it means for those who live with it on 
their doorstep, above all in Israel which has suffered attack in the past and lived with 
insecurity for decades. But we are convinced that there is an inescapable need for both 
parties to commit to negotiations based on clear principles, and for the United States and 
the Quartet to set out the parameters for a future settlement. J 
We also discussed the significant progress that Prime Minister Fayyad and the 
Palestinian authority have made under the leadership of President Abbas's to build the 
foundations of a viable Palestinian state in line with their road map commitments. So I 
was pleased to confirm to the President that the UK will join many other nations in 
upgrading the status of the Palestinian Delegation to London to the level of a Mission. 
We welcome this positive step in our relations, along with the President's long standing 
commitment to a two state solution. 
I also welcomed the recent call for Palestinian elections, and I condemn Hamas's 
rejection of these. Hamas should not be allowed to stifle the democratic expression of 
Palestinian opinion. J 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=562310982  

 
 
 
 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/speeches-and-transcripts/2011/03/joint-statement-from-pm-and-president-abbas-61785
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/speeches-and-transcripts/2011/03/joint-statement-from-pm-and-president-abbas-61785
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=562006582
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=562310982
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United Nations 

United Nations international meeting on question of palestine, in outcome text, 
stresses need to 'internationalize' issue of Palestinian political prisoners 
J Wrapping up two days of deliberations in Vienna on the urgency of addressing the 
plight of Palestinian political prisoners in Israeli prisons and detention facilities, the 
Meeting’s organizers shared the assessment of the Palestinian Authority’s Minister of 
Prisoners’ Affairs, Issa Qaraqe, of the need to “internationalize” the issue of the prisoners 
and to treat them as prisoners of war, when applicable. J Disguised as State-building 
and good governance, what was occurring in the West Bank was the “assiduous 
construction of a police State”, she said.  Statehood no longer signified independence or 
a just solution to the conflict, but rather “alleviated occupation”, which was essentially a 
management strategy of containment.  That basis of State-building was Israel’s self-
definition of its own security needs, and by extension, its definition of the requirements 
for Palestinian security collaboration J 
Bana Shoughry-Badarne, Director, Legal Department, Public Committee against Torture 
in Israel, Jerusalem [said] Torture underpinned and supported the occupation, she 
asserted, and was intended to prevent Palestinians from achieving self-determination.   
J She said all methods of violence had been employed, despite a total ban on torture 
enshrined in human rights treaties and covenants to which Israel had acceded.  Violation 
of those standards was a serious matter, and even a war crime; J Moreover, she said, 
not only had the security authorities in Israel used such banned methods, but they had 
developed new physical and mental tortures, adhering to a policy of impunity.  J 
To read the full press release see 
http://domino.un.org/unispal.nsf/47d4e277b48d9d3685256ddc00612265/39616b1b1907c
3828525784e004d1b4a?OpenDocument  
 
Israel’s release of Palestinian political prisoners could boost peace prospects 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today called for urgently addressing the plight of the 
thousands of Palestinian political prisoners detained by Israel J 
When Mr. Ban visited the occupied Palestinian territory and Israel a year ago, he had 
expressed concerns about the Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli detention facilities, 
and publicly urged Israel to release prisoners as called for by the Palestinian Authority.  
“Such a release would serve as a significant confidence-building measure,” he stated 
today in a message to the United Nations International Meeting on the Question of 
Palestine that opened in Vienna, adding the world body will continue to raise the issue 
with the Israeli leadership. 
Nearly 100 representatives of Governments, parliaments, intergovernmental 
organizations, lawyers, civil society and UN agencies are taking part in the two-day 
meeting, whose theme is “The urgency of addressing the plight of Palestinian political 
prisoners in Israeli prisons and detention facilities.” J 
The Secretary-General also reiterated the calls of the UN for humanitarian access to be 
granted to Israeli Staff Sergeant Gilat Shalit, who has been held captive by Palestinian 
militants for over four years, and for his release. J 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=37698&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/040/amend/am040-b.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/040/amend/am040-c.htm  
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 

Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110308/am/11030
8s01.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110308/pm/11030
8s01.htm  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/pro1260803p.63-69.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1260803m.2
87-293.html  
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes tomorrow 
Review of Crime Statistics (closing date 10 March 2011) 
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-
guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-
statistics.html 
 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
 

More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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