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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Ian Paisley (1527) Natalie Portman and Anti-Semitism - That this House congratulates 
Natalie Portman for denouncing the anti-Semitic remarks of John Galliano in Paris and 
for demanding his sacking by the company Dior and supports this public stance against 
anti-Semitic remarks 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/110303e01.htm  unique weblink not 
yet available 

 
 
Cabinet Office 

Consolidation of charity law 
The Charities Bill was published today, consolidating existing charities legislation into one 
Act of Parliament. The consolidation bill aims to make it easier to follow charities 
legislation. The Bill updates the text and simplifies the structure of the existing 
legislation.  The Bill does not, and cannot, introduce or change policy. / 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/consolidation-charity-law  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they and the Middle 
East Quartet have made of the effects of recent civil unrest in Arab countries on any 
resumption of Palestinian-Israeli negotiations. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My Lords, at a time of great regional uncertainty, the quick 
resumption of negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians is more vital, not 
less. We need to show that legitimate aspirations for statehood can be met 
through negotiations. The entire international community, led by the Middle East 
quartet,   should   now  support   the  1967   borders   as  the  basis   for  resumed  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/110303e01.htm
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/consolidation-charity-law
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negotiations. The result should be two states, with Jerusalem as the future capital 
of both, and a fair settlement for refugees. 

Lord Dykes: / is this not exactly the right time when the Netanyahu Government could 
now display some wisdom by responding to the EU part of the quartet's suggestions for a 
freeze on settlements and the immediate resumption of talks with the Palestinian 
Authority, to lead to a solution equitable to both new states? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: / we have to face the reality that obviously the Israeli 
Government feel extremely nervous and uncertain about what is to happen in 
Egypt, while we are urging more decisive action and firm decisions. / 

Lord Wright of Richmond: One month ago, on 11 February, I asked in this House 
whether the Government would upgrade the status of the Palestinian general delegation 
in London. Does the Minister agree, when I ask that question again, that it would in fact 
be a small but important signal of the Government's support for a Palestinian state as the 
result of a two-state solution? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: / we are still looking at it-in a positive light and in 
light of the need to upgrade the negotiations and get momentum behind them-but 
we have not reached a decision yet. 

Lord Anderson of Swansea: / What are the prospects for Clause 151 of the Police 
Reform and Social Responsibility Bill, which at least would allow the DPP to interpose his 
judgment, rather than that of a magistrate, before a private prosecution takes place? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: As the noble Lord knows, the Government intend to 
amend the law so that a private individual cannot obtain an arrest warrant under 
universal jurisdiction without the consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions. 
We are quite pleased with progress-the legislation passed through Second 
Reading in early December and we expect the Bill to have Royal Assent before 
July. The problem has been recognised and action is being taken. 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: Does the noble Lord agree that the recent civil unrest and 
changes in the region provide a unique opportunity for both Israel and the Palestinians? 
/ 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I strongly agree / 
Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: Does the Minister agree / that the people in countries with 
unrest at the moment are more concerned with their civil and economic rights than with 
the Israel-Palestine issue? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: / one problem is the continuous poison, as it were, of 
the Israeli-Palestine dispute and that, if that could be settled, we would at least be 
on the way forward. 

Lord Hannay of Chiswick: Does the Minister agree that the greatest risk to the 
Government of Israel would be a vacuum in the peace process at a time of great ferment 
in its Arab neighbours, who may be pushed by such a vacuum in a more radical 
direction, which would make the search for peace more difficult? / 

Lord Howell of Guildford: That is exactly what we would like to do and are 
seeking to do. The noble Lord, with his experience, has just reaffirmed my earlier 
point that, although this is what we must now do, the pressures are pressing the 
opposite way inside Israel, where there is increasing nervousness at the 
uncertainty and the difficulties afflicting their neighbours. /  

Baroness Tonge: Does the Minister agree that this would be a good time to agree with 
the signatories of the letter in the Guardian this morning that all arms sales from this 
country to Middle Eastern states, including Israel, should be suspended? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: Not necessarily. / 
Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: Does the Minister agree that in fact we have two 
sets of circumstances here? On the one hand, there is the sustained and absolute 
refusal of Israel to stop building settlements in the Occupied Territories-no matter who 
asks, including the United States-and that makes the possibility of a viable and 
contiguous Palestinian state less likely. Combined with that, as a result of the unrest we 
have the possibility, no matter what the root causes are, of elections that may well lead to  
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the establishment of Governments in the Arab countries with a mandate against the 
Middle East peace process based on a two-state solution. That toxic combination makes 
the issue very urgent now. Does the Minister believe that there is a very short window of 
opportunity for the resumption of these negotiations? 

Lord Howell of Guildford: I agree strongly with the noble Baroness's analysis. 
The dangers are very great from all these developments. We have said several 
times in these exchanges that it does not take a genius to see that the Israeli 
Government are much more worried by the uncertainty, and therefore pushing 
them toward negotiation is going to be tougher still. / 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110303-
0001.htm#11030363000848  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how much 
funding his Department had allocated to the Palestinian Negotiation Support Unit in (a) 
2011 and (b) 2012. [43200] 

Mr Duncan: In 2010-11 the Department for International Development (DFID) is 
providing support of up to £426,436 to the Negotiations Support Unit. £557,000 
has been provisionally allocated for the financial year 2011-12. The exact figure 
will be determined by consultation currently under way between the donor group 
(UK, Norway, Netherlands, Sweden, and Denmark) and the Palestinian leadership 
about the nature and scale of technical assistance required by their negotiations 
team in the coming year. 

David Cairns: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how much 
funding his Department has provided to the Palestinian Negotiation Support Unit in each 
year since 1999. [43201] 

Mr Duncan: The Department for International Development (DFID) has provided 
assistance worth over £11 million to the Palestine Liberation Organisation's 
Negotiations Affairs Department (NAD) and the Negotiations Support Unit (which 
is based in NAD) since 1999. The following table gives the amount per financial 
year. 

Financial year Total (£) 

1999-2000 718,333 

2000-01 663,675 

2001-02 1,547,305 

2002-03 1,048,444 

2003-04 1,618.914 

2004-05 1,419,698 

2005-06 1,503,955 

2006-07 881,417 

2007-08 425,627 

2008-09 670,010 

2009-10 507.250 

2010-11 426,436 

Total 11,431.064 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110303/text/110303w0
004.htm#11030367000072  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Charities Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html 
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/050/2011050.pdf  
 

Table of origins 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/050/2011050tab.pdf  
 

First Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110303-
0001.htm#11030363000850  
 
Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 

Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110303/am/11030
3s01.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110303/pm/11030
3s01.htm  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/pro1260303p.57-61.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1260303a.27
9-285.html  
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm  

 

TOP 
 
 
 

 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/charitieshl.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/050/2011050.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/050/2011050tab.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110303-0001.htm#11030363000850
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110303-0001.htm#11030363000850
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110303/am/110303s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110303/am/110303s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110303/pm/110303s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmpublic/localism/110303/pm/110303s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/pro1260303p.57-61.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1260303a.279-285.html
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 6 days 
Review of Crime Statistics (closing date 10 March 2011) 
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-
guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-
statistics.html 
 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-
consultations/ 
 
 

More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-
behaviour/  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (closing date 10 May 2011) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/ 
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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