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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are taking to tackle 
and reduce the level of anti-Semitic incidents.[HL6699] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Hanham): The coalition Government 
published the three-year on response to the all party parliamentary inquiry into 
anti-Semitism in December, which highlighted the steps we have taken to tackle 
and reduce anti-Semitism. This can be viewed on the department's website at: 
www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/antisemitismresponse. 
In addition, the cross-government working group to tackle anti-Semitism has been 
tasked with taking forward future work on this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#110
21670000668  
 

Multiculturalism 
Lord King of West Bromwich: To ask Her Majesty's Government on what evidence the 
Prime Minister said to the Munich Security Conference that multiculturalism has failed. 
[HL6767] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Hanham): The Prime Minister told the 
Munich security conference that, "Under the doctrine of state multiculturalism, we 
have encouraged different cultures to live separate lives ... We've failed to provide 
a vision of society to which they feel they want to belong". Views on the 
challenges of multiculturalism and the need for a common vision have been 
expressed by a range of commentators over a long period. As far back as 2004, 
commentators were questioning whether multiculturalism was useful and, under 
the last Government, the Commission on Integration and Cohesion reported in 
2007 frequent concerns about multiculturalism placing the focus on difference 
instead of on common ground. 

Lord King of West Bromwich: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 
taking to enable ethnic minority communities to integrate within the host 
community.[HL6768] 

Baroness Hanham: The Government published an equality strategy in December 
2010, which sets out our vision for a strong, modern and fair Britain where no one 
is held back because of who they are, or where they come from. The Department  
 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/communities/antisemitismresponse
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#11021670000668
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#11021670000668
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for Communities and Local Government is consulting with the Home Office and 
the Cabinet Office to develop a cross-government approach on integration. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#110
21670000722  
 

 
Home Office 

Ban lifted on civil partnerships in religious buildings 
? Currently same-sex couples are prevented from registering their civil partnership in a 
religious setting. But this ban will be lifted to allow greater freedom for lesbian, gay and 
bisexual people. 
Home Secretary and minister for women and equalities Theresa May said: 'This 
government is committed to both advancing equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people and ensuring freedom of religion for people of all faiths, which is why 
we will be allowing religious organisations to host civil partnership registrations if they 
choose to do so.' She added that the change is voluntary so religious groups do not have 
to host civil partnership registrations if they do not wish to do so. ? 
This change in rules will only apply to England and Wales. It is a matter for devolved    
administrations in Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/civilpartnerships 
  

 
Northern Ireland Executive 

Minister helps launch Unite Against Hate Campaign 
Junior Minister Gerry Kelly has joined local celebrities and guests representing ethnic 
minorities to help launch the new Unite Against Hate Campaign.  
With the banner ’Hate. We Say No. So Should You,’ the posters feature Unite Against 
Hate ambassadors with representatives of those sectors affected by incidents of hate 
crime. 
Minister Kelly told the guests ? “Solidarity is the best way to fight racism, homophobia, 
trans-gender phobia, disability hate, religious hate and sectarianism. There have always 
been those prepared to champion the oppressed, bullied and frightened. "Together all of 
us can defeat it.  Together all of us can say no to hate. ? We must never give up, never 
tire and never lose sight of what we do and who we do it for. Ourselves” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-ofmdfm-160211-minister-helps-launch-unite-
against  
 
Website: Unite Against Hate 
http://www.uniteagainsthate.org.uk/  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Cope of Berkeley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what recent discussions they 
have had with (a) the Palestinian Authority, and (b) representatives of business in the 
West Bank and Gaza, about how each could benefit economically from more trade with 
each other. [HL6550] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#11021670000722
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#11021670000722
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/media-centre/news/civilpartnerships
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-ofmdfm-160211-minister-helps-launch-unite-against
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-ofmdfm-160211-minister-helps-launch-unite-against
http://www.uniteagainsthate.org.uk/
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The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We have a detailed and ongoing dialogue with the Palestinian 
Authority about a number of issues related to the Gazan and West Bank 
economies. We also raise with the Israeli Government our concerns regarding in 
particular the stagnation of the economy in Gaza. 
We have made clear, most recently when my right honourable friend Alistair Burt, 
the Minister for the Middle East, visited Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories in January, that, whilst we welcomed Israel's move from a list of 
permitted goods to a list of banned goods and its December announcement that it 
would allow some exports, more needs to be done to bring real changes on the 
ground. This includes reaching pre-2007 levels of exports by the middle of this 
year, allowing the import of dual-use raw materials for manufacture, and ensuring 
Gaza has access to its traditional markets of Israel and the West Bank. Reviving 
Gaza's economy is in Israel's interests; it will create jobs, counter radicalisation, 
provide an alternative to the Hamas-controlled tunnel smuggling economy and 
bolster Gaza's pragmatic business community. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#110
21670000715  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have made 
representations to the Government of Israel about the closure of Karni crossing and its 
impact on the Gaza Strip.[HL6537] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): Although we no longer assess that there is a humanitarian crisis in 
Gaza we have long been clear that the status quo is a tragedy, unsustainable and 
counterproductive. 
There has been an increase in the quantity and variety of goods entering Gaza. 
But we continue to call on Israel to ensure the unconditional opening of crossing 
for the flow of humanitarian aid, commercial goods and persons. We also look to 
Israel to speed up the approvals process for dual-use items and accelerate key 
imports for UN-led reconstruction. 
My right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary raised the situation in Gaza with 
Prime Minister Netanyahu when he visited Israel in November 2010. My 
honourable friend Alistair Burt discussed Gaza at length with the Israeli Co-
ordinator for Government Activity in the Territories (COGAT), General Dangot, 
when he visited the region on 16 to 19 January 2011. Officials at our Embassy in 
Tel Aviv raise Gaza access with the Government of Israel on a regular basis. 
We welcome any progress, such as Israel's approval of the 20 projects in Gaza 
including the seven United Nations Relief and Works Agency schools they 
announced on 4 February 2011 and we encourage more. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the deportation of a 30-year-old Palestinian from the West Bank to Gaza by Israeli 
forces after having lived in Jericho for 20 years; and what assessment they have made of 
the frequency of such deportations by Israel.[HL6538] 

Lord Howell of Guildford:  We are  aware of reports  that  Mahmoud Duwaik was 
deported from the West Bank to Gaza. Forcible transfer of protected populations 
out of the city is illegal under international humanitarian law except where the 
security of the population or imperative military reasons so demand and are 
subject to the restrictions laid down in the Fourth Geneva Convention. We do not 
have accurate figures for the number of people living in the West Bank who have 
been forcibly transferred to Gaza. 
We have two recent areas of concern in this regard. The first is the use of 
outdated emergency laws forcibly to deport Palestinian residents of East 
Jerusalem  from the city.  The  second is the  promulgation of  military  orders that  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#11021670000715
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#11021670000715
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could provide the Israeli authorities with the ability to forcibly transfer large 
numbers of West Bank residents to Gaza. We are closely monitoring the former. 
We raised, through the EU, our concerns with military orders and have received 
assurances that they will not be used in this way. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their response to the request of 
the Israeli Foreign Minister that the United States Congress prevents transfers of 
financial assistance to Palestinians and any effect that may have on essential services in 
Gaza. [HL6557] 

Lord Howell of Guildford: US funding policy is a matter for the US Government. 
However, the most critical factor limiting essential services in Gaza is the 
restrictions on access for key imports. We continue to press the Government of 
Israel to accelerate the import of key items needed for reconstruction and 
essential services. 
The UK also provides significant humanitarian and development assistance in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories, working in close conjunction with other key 
donors. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#110
21670000714  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the progress of the Palestinian Prime Minister's state building project; and what 
support they are offering for it.[HL6540] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): My honourable friend the Minister for the Middle East, Alistair Burt 
visited Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories on 18-19 January 2011 
making clear UK views on the urgent need for progress to secure a two-state 
solution, based on 1967 borders, with Jerusalem as the future capital of both 
states and with a fair settlement for refugees. This is essential for Israelis, for 
Palestinians and for the international community, including the UK. 
We welcome and support the World Bank's assessment that, "if the Palestinian 
Authority maintains its current performance in institution building and delivery of 
public services, it is well positioned for the establishment of a State at any point in 
the near future".  We are strong supporters of this work including through UK 
funding of £113.45 million from 2008 to 2010. Mr Burt announced a further £17 
million funding during his recent visit. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#110
21670000726  
 

Palestine 
4. Mr Robin Walker (Worcester) (Con): What development support his Department 
provides to the Palestinian Authority and to Israeli non-governmental organisations 
working in the west bank. [40974] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr Alan 
Duncan):   We  provide   financial  and  technical   assistance  to  the   Palestinian  
 
 

Authority. In this financial year, our support will total £31.1 million. DFID also co-
funds the UK conflict pool, which supports five Israeli human rights NGOs 
operating in the west bank. 

Mr Walker: I recently took part in a delegation to Jerusalem and the occupied Palestinian 
territories of the west bank, and I refer the House to my related entry in the register. 
During the visit, we met many Israeli human rights organisations and NGOs involved in 
the peace process, some of which receive financial support from the UK Government. All 
of them were concerned at moves by elements of the nationalist right to crack down on 
and embarrass organisations in receipt of overseas funding, no matter how legitimate- ? 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#11021670000714
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#11021670000714
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#11021670000726
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#11021670000726
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Mr Duncan: My hon. Friend refers to a proposed panel of inquiry on the Israeli 
side, to look into the funding of its NGOs. Our ambassador to Tel Aviv discussed 
the issue with the Israeli ambassador to the UK, Ron Prosor, shortly after the 
Knesset vote on the issue. Officials raised the matter with one of the two 
members of the Knesset who had pressed for such funding investigation. We do 
not want such investigations to impede the legitimate work of NGOs in the west 
bank and elsewhere in the Palestinian territories. 

Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): In light of the Minister's reply, does 
he share the concern expressed by Norwegian Foreign Minister Støre about the Israeli 
Foreign Minister's comments, which appear to delegitimise the work of brave NGOs such 
as B'Tselem and Physicians for Human Rights? It is important that the voices of those 
organisations, which are Israeli Jewish but express a different view from the Israeli 
Government, should continue to be heard. 

Mr Duncan: I think that I can give the hon. Gentleman the assurance that he 
seeks. We are watching closely the treatment of the five NGOs concerned and we 
will do our utmost to ensure that they remain free to do their good work, even 
though some of their conclusions might disagree with the those of the Israeli 
Government. 

Robert Halfon (Harlow) (Con): Is the Minister aware that an increasing amount of aid to 
the Palestinian territories ends up in the hands of extremists and is used for extremist 
purposes? Will he take steps to stop that and ensure that aid gets to the Palestinians 
who need it most? 

Mr Duncan: I do not share my hon. Friend's conclusion. We are very careful how 
we spend our money in the occupied Palestinian territories and have done our 
utmost to support the legitimate government of Salam Fayyad with, I think, great 
success. We would abhor any money falling into the hands of extremists, and we 
do everything possible to ensure that such an accusation can never be verified or 
proved valid. 

Rushanara Ali (Bethnal Green and Bow) (Lab): The Minister will know that many in the 
House and beyond continue to be deeply concerned about the desperate situation in 
Gaza. What efforts are the Government making to ensure that Israel lifts the blockade of 
Gaza, which leaves many dependent on UN aid? Given the situation in Egypt, will the 
Minister update us on the position at the Rafah crossing, and on what action will be taken 
to ensure that humanitarian aid can be delivered to those who need it most? 

Mr Duncan: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary and all Ministers make 
our views clear on this matter. Prime Minister Netanyahu and Tony Blair 
announced a package covering the west bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem on 4 
February. Gaza measures included new reconstruction project approvals and a 
timetable for exports. We have welcomed that, but implementation in practice will 
be the key. 

Simon Hughes (Bermondsey and Old Southwark) (LD): The Department's work on 
conflict prevention and resolution is much appreciated. Can the Minister assure the 
House that this work in the middle east-Palestine, Israel and elsewhere-will be continued 
in the forthcoming years, and that the budget for it will be protected, and perhaps grown, 
even given the wider budget obligations? 

Mr Duncan:  I absolutely share the views of my right hon. Friend.  This is a crucial 
part of DFID's agenda, and essential to all the work we are doing in such a 
sensitive part of the world, so the answer is an unequivocal yes. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110216/debtext/11021
6-0001.htm#11021651000022  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made 
of the impact of the political situation in Egypt on the humanitarian situation in Gaza and 
the population's access to essential goods. [HL6897] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110216/debtext/110216-0001.htm#11021651000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110216/debtext/110216-0001.htm#11021651000022
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Baroness Verma: Further to my Answer of 15 February 2011 (Official Report col. 
WA136), the UN reports that the transfer of goods, including fuel, via tunnels 
between Egypt and Gaza resumed on 6 February. 
The official crossing point between Gaza and Egypt at Rafah was closed on 30 
January by the Egyptian authorities and, as of 15 February, remains closed. The 
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that authorities in 
Gaza estimate a few thousand authorised travellers are waiting either to exit or 
enter Gaza through Rafah. Around 1,000 people have permission to leave Gaza, 
including 150 people with chronic conditions who need medical treatment. We are 
unaware of any reports that the situation in Egypt has affected the volume or 
range of goods entering Gaza from Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#110
21670000701  
 

Gaza: Airport 
Lord Cope of Berkeley: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they plan to assist 
the reopening of Gaza International Airport.[HL6552] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Howell of 
Guildford): We are not aware of plans by the Palestinian Authority to reopen 
Gaza's airport at this time. Should we receive requests for assistance, we will 
consider them in the normal way. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#110
21670000702  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

General Affairs Council/Foreign Affairs Council 
The Minister for Europe (Mr David Lidington): The Foreign Affairs Council and General 
Affairs Council will meet in Brussels on 21 February. ? 
Freedom of Religion 
Following discussion at the 31 January FAC, we expect conclusions to be adopted on the 
issue of "Intolerance, discrimination and violence on the basis of religion or belief". We 
believe these conclusions should send a strong statement of the Council's concern at 
instances of persecution or discrimination based on religion and its commitment to 
upholding the right to freedom of religion or belief.  ? 
Middle East Peace Process 
Baroness Ashton is likely to provide an update on preparations for the March Quartet 
meeting and report on her recent visit to the middle east. There is also likely to be a 
discussion of the implications of wider developments in the region for the MEPP. ? 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110216/wmstext/110216
m0001.htm#11021645000014  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#11021670000701
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#11021670000701
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216w0001.htm#11021670000702
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110216/wmstext/110216m0001.htm#11021645000014
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
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Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1261702m.1
55-161.html  
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-
11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html 
 

Ping Pong: Lords consideration of Commons reasons and amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216-
0001.htm#11021657001761 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216-
0003.htm#11021678000023  
 

Ping Pong: House of Commons consideration of Lords message 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110216/debtext/11021
6-0004.htm#11021666000002  
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110216/debtext/11021
6-0004.htm#11021711000004  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html 
 

Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/pro1161502p.115-
120.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1161702m.7
27-730.html  
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/protectionoffreedoms.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes tomorrow 
Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1261702m.155-161.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1261702m.155-161.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216-0001.htm#11021657001761
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216-0001.htm#11021657001761
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216-0003.htm#11021678000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110216-0003.htm#11021678000023
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/pro1161502p.115-120.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/pro1161502p.115-120.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1161702m.727-730.html
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** closes tomorrow 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
Review of Crime Statistics (closing date 10 March 2011) 
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/ns-reports--reviews-and-
guidance/national-statistician-s-reviews/national-statistician-s-review-of-crime-
statistics.html 
 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consult
ationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/ 
 
More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
 
Protection of Freedoms Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://publicreadingstage.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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