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Home Affairs 

Downing Street  

PM’s speech at Munich Security Conference 
� we need to be absolutely clear on where the origins of where these terrorist attacks 
lie.  That is the existence of an ideology, Islamist extremism.  We should be equally clear 
what we mean by this term, and we must distinguish it from Islam.  Islam is a religion 
observed peacefully and devoutly by over a billion people.  Islamist extremism is a 
political ideology supported by a minority.  � It is vital that we make this distinction 
between religion on the one hand, and political ideology on the other.  Time and again, 
people equate the two.  They think whether someone is an extremist is dependent on 
how much they observe their religion.  So, they talk about moderate Muslims as if all 
devout Muslims must be extremist.  This is profoundly wrong.  Someone can be a devout 
Muslim and not be an extremist.  We need to be clear: Islamist extremism and Islam are 
not the same thing. � 
� the ideology of extremism is the problem; Islam emphatically is not.  Picking a fight 
with the latter will do nothing to help us to confront the former.  �  
� we must resolve the sources of tension, not least in Palestine , and yes, we should be 
on the side of openness and political reform in the Middle East .  � 
� when a white person holds objectionable views, racist views for instance, we rightly 
condemn them.  But when equally unacceptable views or practices come from someone 
who isn’t white, we’ve been too cautious frankly – frankly, even fearful – to stand up to 
them.  � This hands-off tolerance has only served to reinforce the sense that not enough 
is shared.  And this all leaves some young Muslims feeling rootless.  And the search for 
something to belong to and something to believe in can lead them to this extremist 
ideology.  Now for sure, they don’t turn into terrorists overnight, but what we see – and 
what we see in so many European countries – is a process of radicalisation. � 
� We must ban preachers of hate from coming to our countries.  We must also proscribe 
organisations that incite terrorism against people at home and abroad.  Governments 
must also be shrewder in dealing with those that, while not violent, are in some cases 
part of the problem.  We need to think much harder about who it’s in the public interest to 
work with.  Some organisations that seek to present themselves as a gateway to the 
Muslim community are showered with public money despite doing little to combat 
extremism.  As others have observed, this is like turning to a right-wing fascist party to 
fight a violent white supremacist movement. � 
� we must stop these groups from reaching people in publicly-funded institutions like 
universities � Now, some say, this is not compatible with free speech and intellectual 
inquiry.  Well, I say, would you take the same view if these were right-wing extremists 
recruiting  on our  campuses?   Would you advocate inaction  if Christian fundamentalists  
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who believed that Muslims are the enemy were leading prayer groups in our prisons?  
And to those who say these non-violent extremists are actually helping to keep young, 
vulnerable men away from violence, I say nonsense. � 
� The extremism we face is a distortion of Islam, so these arguments, in part, must be 
made by those within Islam.  So let us give voice to those followers of Islam in our own 
countries – the vast, often unheard majority – who despise the extremists and their 
worldview. � � we must build stronger societies and stronger identities at home.  
Frankly, we need a lot less of the passive tolerance of recent years and a much more 
active, muscular liberalism. �  
� At stake are not just lives, it is our way of life.  That is why this is a challenge we 
cannot avoid; it is one we must rise to and overcome.  
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/speeches-and-transcripts/2011/02/pms-speech-at-
munich-security-conference-60293  

 
 

Welsh Assembly 

Assembly Committee backs proposal to obtain powers to make laws on organ 
donation 
A Cross-Party group of Assembly Members has backed, in principle, a proposal to obtain 
powers that would allow the National Assembly to make laws on organ donation in 
Wales.  The proposed National Assembly for Wales (Legislative Competence) (Health 
and Health Services) Order 2011 would enable a new law to be proposed for a system of 
‘presumed consent’ for organ donation. The Welsh Government intends to use the 
powers to introduce a soft opt-out system of presumed consent.  This means that doctors 
would be able to remove organs from adults who live and then die in Wales where the 
law applies, unless a person has registered to opt out, but would adopt good practice by 
asking relatives for their agreement at the time of death. � 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-third-
assembly.htm?act=dis&id=209420&ds=2/2011  

 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Question 

Religious Education 
Mr B Wilson asked the Minister of Education what action her Department is taking to 
ensure that religious education in schools takes into account religions other than 
Christian-based faiths. (AQW 3638/11) 

Minister of Education: � The responsibility for delivering Religious Education 
(RE) rests with schools and the nature and content of that delivery is a matter for 
schools to determine in consultation with parents and in a way that reflects the 
particular ethos of the school. In order to ensure that teaching of RE is broad and 
balanced and integrated with other areas of learning within the revised curriculum, 
a Core Syllabus for Religious Education was developed and introduced into 
schools from 2007. 
That Core Syllabus reflect the predominantly Christian ethos of our schools while 
also recognising the increasing diversity of faith that is now part of, and I believe 
greatly enriches, our society.   
The revised curriculum also includes a specific focus on building tolerance and 
respect for difference. Within the Religious Education syllabus, World Religions 
are now specifically referenced. For example, at Key Stage 3, the syllabus 
provides for pupils are to be given opportunities to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of two world religions other than Christianity, with an emphasis on 
the beliefs, practices and lifestyles of their followers.  

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/qanda/2007mandate/writtenans/2010/110204.htm  
 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/speeches-and-transcripts/2011/02/pms-speech-at-munich-security-conference-60293
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/speeches-and-transcripts/2011/02/pms-speech-at-munich-security-conference-60293
http://www.assemblywales.org/cr-ld8395-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD8395%20-%20Legislation%20Committee%20No-1%253A%20Report%20on%20the%20Proposed%20National%20Assembly%20for%20Wales%20%2528Legislative%20Competence%2529%20%2528Health%20and%20Health%20Services%2529%20Order%202011
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-legislation/bus-leg-legislative-competence-orders/bus-legislation-lco-health2011.htm
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-legislation/bus-leg-legislative-competence-orders/bus-legislation-lco-health2011.htm
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-third-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=209420&ds=2/2011
http://www.assemblywales.org/newhome/new-news-third-assembly.htm?act=dis&id=209420&ds=2/2011
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Queen’s University, Belfast 

Opting Out of Religious Education: The Views of Young People from Minority Belief 
Backgrounds  (published October 2010) 
http://www.queens-
belfast.com/schools/SchoolofLaw/Research/researchfilestore/Filetoupload,218867,en.pdf  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Strong economy in Occupied Territories 'key to promoting peace, stability and 
prosperity.'  
Foreign Office Minister for the Middle East and North Africa Alistair Burt welcomes new 
economic plans for West Bank and Gaza and urges full implementation.  
Speaking today Alistair Burt said: “The British Government welcomes Friday’s 
announcement by Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and Quartet Envoy Tony Blair. 
 As Tony Blair said, the practical implementation of these measures will be key. We 
continue to encourage the Government of Israel to enable Gaza exports this year to 
attain the levels of 2007. We strongly echo Tony Blair’s call for an end to all attacks on 
Israel from Gaza. We will continue to work with the Quartet Representative, the 
Government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority to re-open Gaza for business. The 
British Government believes that a strong economy in the Occupied Territories is key to 
promoting peace, stability and prosperity. 
"More broadly, the continued occupation is hampering peace, economic prosperity and 
stability in the region. This is not in the interests of either the Israelis or the Palestinians. 
The window for peace in the Middle East is closing and, as the Quartet statement 
yesterday made clear, it is imperative the parties return to talks urgently to achieve a two 
state solution.” 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=545329982  
 
UK gives new aid to Palestinian refugees in Lebanon  
� The UK Government has announced funding of £1.5 million to the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) to help Palestinian refugees in Lebanon over the 
winter. � International Development Minister Alan Duncan said: "� This new UK 
support will help the most vulnerable refugee families during the cold winter months 
ahead. But the only long term solution for Palestinian refugees across the Middle East is 
a negotiated peace agreement with Israel. The UK is continuing to work with both parties 
and the international community to achieve a just and fair two state solution." � 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=545711282  
 
 

Middle East Quartet 

Middle East Quartet Statement 
� The Quartet took note of dramatic developments in Egypt and elsewhere in the region 
in recent days. � The Quartet reiterated its statements related to the Middle East, and in 
particular to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It strongly urged the parties on that basis to 
overcome current obstacles in the peace process. �  The Quartet reiterates its support 
for concluding these negotiations by September 2011.  
 

http://www.queens-belfast.com/schools/SchoolofLaw/Research/researchfilestore/Filetoupload%2C218867%2Cen.pdf
http://www.queens-belfast.com/schools/SchoolofLaw/Research/researchfilestore/Filetoupload%2C218867%2Cen.pdf
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=545329982
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=545711282
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� The Quartet regrets the discontinuation of Israel's ten month moratorium on settlement 
activity and strongly reaffirms that unilateral actions by either party cannot prejudge the 
outcome ofnnegotiations and will not be recognized by the international community. 
The Quartet condemned rocket fire from Gaza and stressed the need for calm and 
security for both peoples. � 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/119200.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
 

Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html   
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/044/amend/ml044-ir.htm 
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  

 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/119200.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/044/amend/ml044-ir.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf
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National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
** Equality Act: Draft Code of Practice for Schools in England and Wales and 
Draft Code of Practice for Schools in Scotland (closing date 22 April 2011) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-consultations/ 
 
** More effective responses to anti-social behaviour (closing date 3 May 2011) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/consultations/cons-2010-antisocial-behaviour/  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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