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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the 
answer of 6 July 2010, Official Report, column 195W, on anti-Semitism, if she will make it 
her policy to collect details of (a) victims and (b) alleged offenders of anti-Semitic crime; 
and if she will make a statement. [38033] 

James Brokenshire: The Coalition programme for government included a 
commitment to improve the recording of hate crime offences. This has been 
implemented and the official collection of this data will begin in April 2011. This 
collection of data will cover the five 'monitored' hate crime strands and, at this 
time, it will not be possible to disaggregate this data down further. We will continue 
discussions with the police to see whether it is feasible to break this data down 
further so that anti-Semitic hate crime can be collected. These discussions will 
have to include whether the disaggregation of this data will add to the bureaucratic 
burden on police officers, which is something the Government have committed to 
reduce.   The Community Security Trust (CST) and the Association of Chief Police 
Officers (ACPO) National Community Tension Team (NCTT) collect data on 
reports of anti-Semitic hate crime and will continue to do so. The ACPO NCTT 
data, published on 30 November 2010 showed that there were 703 anti-Semitic 
hate crimes in calendar year 2009. The latest figures from the CST will be 
released in the near future. 

Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if she will 
commission a report from the Commissioner of Police for the Metropolis on allegations of 
anti-Semitic comments made at the National Campaign Against Fees and Cuts protest 
on 29 January 2011; whether any arrests have been made in consequence of such 
allegations; and if she will make a statement. [R] [38050] 

James Brokenshire: The Government deplore any instances of anti-Semitism 
and are committed to tackling it. We have no plans to commission a report from 
the Commissioner of Police for the Metropolis. The police are operationally 
independent of the Government so any questions on arrests at the National 
Campaign Against Fees and Cuts, which took place in Manchester, would need to 
be directed to the chief constable of Greater Manchester police. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110203/text/110203w0
002.htm#11020337000116  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110203/text/110203w0002.htm#11020337000116
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110203/text/110203w0002.htm#11020337000116
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Anti-Semitism 
Letter from Lord Henley in response to HL5420 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110110w0001.htm#110
11012000942 - included in Political Affairs Brief 11 Jan 2011) 
 

There is no place for racism of any form, such as anti-semitism, in higher education. 
Universities have access to a strong legislative framework and guidance to help them 
deal effectively with instances of intolerance, racism and harassment in their institutions. 
The Department has made no recent representations to institutions on these matters. My 
Rt hon Friend the Minister of State (Universities and Science) has met with 
representatives from the Jewish community to continue a dialogue on these important 
issues. 
The Government would expect institutions to vigorously tackle these issues when they 
arise and has supported them in tackling these matters with key guidance on promoting 
good campus relations in the sector. 
The former Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills provided updated and 
revised guidance to higher education institutions on ‘Promoting Good Campus Relations, 
Fostering Shared Values and Preventing Violent Extremism in Universities and Higher 
Education Colleges’ {available here www.dius.gov.uk/publications/extremismhe.pdf). This 
provided detailed guidance to help institutions address issues concerning violent 
extremism, applicable to any form this might take on campus. This also included 
guidance on issues that might arise in terms of external speakers on campus. Institutions 
also take advice about external speakers from their local police forces when needed. 
The sector has produced guidance which offers institutions practical strategies to deal 
with instances of hate crimes and intolerance on campus, including anti-semitism. 
http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2011/DEP2011-0164.pdf 

 
Religious Education 

Mr Knight: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what his policy is on the 
requirement for religious education to be a compulsory subject in all maintained schools. 
[33977] 

Mr Gibb: Religious education holds a unique position as a statutory subject in the 
basic curriculum for all pupils in maintained schools in England. It is not a part of 
the National Curriculum, which means that there are no statutory national 
programmes of study, attainment targets or assessment arrangements. The 
nature of RE is such that local authorities and schools, who know their 
communities, are best positioned to design a syllabus which reflects local 
traditions and needs. The locally agreed syllabus, which is designed by Standing 
Advisory Councils on Religious Education SACRE and adopted by the local 
authority, is statutory, and that means that local authorities must provide such a 
syllabus and that maintained schools must follow it. Schools with a religious 
character can either follow the locally agreed syllabus, or use a syllabus which 
has been agreed by their governing body. It is the responsibility of the head 
teacher, governors and local authorities (LAs) to make the necessary provisions 
for RE in all maintained schools.  We are firmly committed to maintaining the 
strong position of RE in the basic school curriculum and we do not intend to 
change the current statutory arrangements. 

Mr Burrowes: To ask the Secretary of State for Education whether his Department's 
review of the national curriculum will include the status of religious education. [34862] 

Mr Gibb: Religious education (RE) is a statutory part of the basic curriculum of 
maintained schools in England, but not a part of the national curriculum. There are 
a number of important components of a broad and balanced school curriculum for 
which, as is currently the case, it would be inappropriate to prescribe national 
programmes of study. RE falls into this category, and therefore, falls outside the 
scope of a review of the national curriculum. 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110110w0001.htm#11011012000942
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110110w0001.htm#11011012000942
http://www.dius.gov.uk/publications/extremismhe.pdf
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The nature of RE is such that local authorities and schools, who know their 
communities, are best positioned to design a syllabus which reflects local 
traditions and needs. The locally agreed syllabus, which is designed by Standing 
Advisory Councils on Religious Education and adopted by the local authority, is 
statutory, and that means that local authorities must provide such a syllabus and 
that maintained schools must follow it. The Government do not intend to make 
any changes to the statutory basis for RE. 

Caroline Nokes: To ask the Secretary of State for Education for what reasons he has 
excluded religious studies from the humanities list of the English Baccalaureate. [36031] 

Mr Gibb: For the purposes of the 2010 performance tables the humanities 
element of the English Baccalaureate measure was either history or geography. 
We have not included religious education (RE) as fulfilling the humanity 
requirement of the English Baccalaureate because it is already a compulsory 
subject. One of the intentions of the English Baccalaureate is to encourage wider 
take up of geography and history in addition to, rather than instead of, compulsory 
RE. 
However we recognise, as many schools do, the benefits that religious education 
can bring to pupils. This is why the teaching of RE remains compulsory 
throughout a pupil's schooling. Success in all subjects studied at GCSE will also 
continue to be recognised by other performance table measures, as it has in the 
past. We are open to arguments about how we can further improve the measures 
in the performance tables and will review the precise definition of the English 
Baccalaureate for the 2011 tables. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110203/text/110203w0
004.htm#11020337000211  
 

TOP 
 

 

 
 

 

Holocaust 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
steps the Government took to mark Holocaust Memorial Day 2011; and if he will make a 
statement. [38049] 

Andrew Stunell: Holocaust Memorial Day 2011 was marked at over 500 local 
events around the United Kingdom, as well as at the national commemoration in 
the Royal Horticultural Halls which the Secretary of State for Communities and 
Local Government, my right hon. Friend the Member for Brentwood and Ongar 
(Mr Pickles) addressed on behalf of the Government. 
The Government supported the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust to organise the 
national commemoration and its associated educational programme, and to 
encourage local events. We have indicated that we will continue to meet the costs 
of Holocaust Memorial Day for a minimum of a further two years, during which 
time my Department will assist the trust to optimise its business model so that it is 
able to continue its crucial work in the most effective way possible. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110203/text/110203w0
001.htm#11020337000046  
 

TOP 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110203/text/110203w0004.htm#11020337000211
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110203/text/110203w0004.htm#11020337000211
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110203/text/110203w0001.htm#11020337000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110203/text/110203w0001.htm#11020337000046
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Israel 

UK Parliament Questions 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they have to recognise 
Palestine as a sovereign state. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, we are aware of the steps that some 
countries have taken in recognising the state of Palestine. However, we are clear 
that the only way to achieve a sovereign, viable and contiguous Palestinian state 
is through negotiations with Israel. Equally, the best way Israel can ensure its 
peace and security is through negotiations with the Palestinians. We urge both 
parties to return to talks urgently to reach agreement by September on all final 
status issues, leading to the creation of a Palestinian state. 

Baroness Tonge: Does my noble friend agree that recent leaks about the 
Israel/Palestine negotiations in the past show that Israel has had no intention of making 
peace and continues to acquire more Palestinian land illegally, particularly in East 
Jerusalem? Does he also agree that, in order to put the two parties on a more equal 
footing, we should join the 109 countries, including Brazil, that recognise Palestine as a 
sovereign state and define its borders internationally as based on the Green Line? If we 
do not enforce this, does he agree that the two-state solution is dead and that, as a 
consequence, Israel's days will be numbered? 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, the noble Baroness asks a large number of 
questions and I will try to answer some of them. The expansion of the settlements 
across East Jerusalem is illegal under both international and Israeli law, and we 
deplore that. We recognise the current push for the recognition of a Palestinian 
state, but such a state needs to be in control of its own territory and to have 
secure borders. Palestine is still under Israeli occupation and Israel is still the 
occupying power. 

Lord Wright of Richmond: My Lords, the reports to which the noble Baroness referred 
make it abundantly clear that, at the moment, Mr Netanyahu's Government are not 
prepared to make any moves on a Middle East peace process in spite of some 
remarkable compromises apparently made by the Palestinian negotiators. Does the 
Minister not agree that it is time to recognise publicly that a two-state solution is the only 
possible remedy for the future of the Israeli and Palestinian peoples? Please may I ask 
one specific question? There have been press reports that the Government are 
considering upgrading the status of the Palestinian General Delegation in London to that 
of a full diplomatic mission. Can the Minister tell us where that now stands and will he do 
what he can to make it urgent? 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, that was also a large number of questions. 
As the noble Lord will understand, it is not the policy of Her Majesty's Government 
to comment on leaked documents. The status of the Palestinian papers is still not 
entirely clear. It remains the settled policy of this Government, as it was of 
previous British Governments, that a two-state solution of a viable Palestinian 
state with secure boundaries is the only way to secure a peaceful solution 
between the two sides. 
On the question of the Palestinian General Delegation in London, we are aware of 
the steps that some other EU member states have taken to upgrade its status in 
their capitals to diplomatic missions. The same request has been made to the UK, 
which we are considering in accordance with our long support for Palestinian 
stakeholding. No decision has yet been taken. 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: My Lords, the entire House would wish to see created a 
Palestinian state living alongside a secure Israel. However, does the Minister agree that 
any recognition of such a state must accept previous agreements which call for a 
negotiated   settlement?   Does   he  further  agree  that   the  unilateral  delegations  and  
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declarations such as we have witnessed recently from Latin America serve no purpose in 
advancing the required and vital peace process? 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, none of us should underestimate the 
seriousness of the current situation in terms of the future of the Middle East peace 
process. I read in an Israeli newspaper some weeks ago a statement that we 
have to understand that if the peace process collapses, the war process will start. 
That is the danger we are now in and it requires active and rapid movement from 
both sides. 

Baroness Morris of Bolton: My Lords, I declare an interest as chairman of the 
Conservative Middle East Council and a trustee of the Disability Partnership, which helps 
severely disabled children in the West Bank. Does my noble friend agree that, while the 
talks are going on, the Palestinians are in limbo, without the normal courtesies that we as 
citizens of this country are able to enjoy? If Israeli citizens-and there are many of them-
protest against what is happening in the West Bank, they are treated with courtesy; if the 
Palestinians protest, they are thrown in prison. What are we doing to monitor some of the 
more brutal acts of the Israeli army in the West Bank? 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, there are allegations and, indeed, proven 
occasions of brutality on both sides. I do not wish to go into that now but will re-
emphasise where we are. Given the expansion of settlements, the achievement of 
an acceptable two-state solution is increasingly difficult. I noted that Ehud Barak, 
who is still in the Israeli Government, said nearly two years ago that the Israelis 
want three things-for Israel to be a Jewish state, to be a democracy and to include 
all the land between the Mediterranean and the River Jordan. The problem is that 
they have to choose which two of those three they can have, because all three 
are not possible. 

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: My Lords, I associate these Benches with 
everything that the Minister said in his opening Answer. Does he share the widespread 
dismay at the stagnation of the Middle East peace process? Does he also believe that 
the current state of turmoil in the Middle East-particularly in Egypt and, to a lesser extent, 
in Jordan-serves to undermine the peace process and causes intense worry throughout 
the region about the future of the peace process? 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, the current turmoil across a number of 
middle eastern states clearly has serious implications for both the peace process 
and Israel's future security. I reiterate that this Government, as were our 
predecessors, are strongly committed to the view that a secure Israel, associated 
with a secure Palestine, is the only answer to the current tensions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110203-
0001.htm#11020329000348  
 

 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

UN Human Rights Chief to visit Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory  
The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, will visit Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory from 6-11 February 2011. J Pillay will meet J Israeli 
President Shimon Peres, Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and Prime 
Minister Salam Fayyad. Pillay is also scheduled to meet a number of ministers on both 
sides, members of the Israeli Knesset and the president of the Supreme Court of Israel. 
The High Commissioner will use the opportunity to meet Israeli and Palestinian human 
rights defenders, the Palestinian Independent Commission on Human Rights, and UN 
agencies working on the ground. J 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=10708&LangID=E  
 

TOP 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110203-0001.htm#11020329000348
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http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=10708&LangID=E
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
 

Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
  

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/pro1260302p.21-24.html  
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/044/amend/ml044-i.htm  
 
** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/pro1160302p.57-63.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1160302a.461
-467.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 
 

Stage 1 debate 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/apps2/business/orsearch/ReportView.aspx?r=6077&
mode=html#iob_54543  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 

National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/pro1260302p.21-24.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/044/amend/ml044-i.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/pro1160302p.57-63.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1160302a.461-467.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1160302a.461-467.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/apps2/business/orsearch/ReportView.aspx?r=6077&mode=html#iob_54543
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/apps2/business/orsearch/ReportView.aspx?r=6077&mode=html#iob_54543
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf
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National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
 

TOP 
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