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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Embassies 
Mrs Ellman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the effectiveness of vetting procedures in respect of the 
appointment of locally-engaged staff at the British Consulate in Jerusalem. [33218] 

Alistair Burt: Before taking up employment, all our locally engaged staff undergo 
appropriate levels of security vetting in accordance with the Government's 
Security Policy Framework. We are confident in this process, but we keep our 
security procedures under constant review, and will take recent events into 
account as appropriate. 

Mrs Ellman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will commission an investigation into a recent incident involving two employees of the 
British consulate in Jerusalem. [34109] 

Alistair Burt: The two members of local staff of the Jerusalem consulate general 
arrested in December 2010 by Israeli authorities are subject to an ongoing legal 
process. Subject to the outcome of that process, we are conducting an internal 
investigation into the original circumstances of their employment. We are also 
reviewing whether current vetting procedures are appropriate and being applied 
correctly in all our posts. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110121/text/110121w0
001.htm#11012147000051  
 
Overseas Trade: Middle East 
Thomas Docherty: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills 
what estimate he has made of the monetary value of (a) exports and (b) imports, 
including the monetary value of tourism, between the UK and (i) Lebanon, (ii) Syria, (iii) 
Jordan, (iv) Egypt and (v) Israel in the last year for which figures are available. [35164] 

Mr Prisk: Overseas Trade Statistics data for UK trade in goods with the named 
countries are shown in the following table: 
£ million 
 UK exports of goods 2009 UK imports of goods 2009 
Lebanon 342 34 
Syria 147 77 
Jordan 245 40 
Egypt 945 656 
Israel 1,099 1,047 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110121/text/110121w0001.htm#11012147000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110121/text/110121w0001.htm#11012147000051
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Table 9.13 of the UK Balance of Payments "Pink Book" gives the following figures 
for UK trade in services with the named countries: 
£ million 
 UK exports of services 2009 UK imports of services 2009 
Lebanon 83 32 
Syria 54 19 
Jordan 106 42 
Egypt 595 706 
Israel 527 324 
 

Office for National Statistics (ONS) do not publish separate travel services data for 
these countries in the "Pink Book", but tables 2.10 and 3.10 of "Travel Trends" 
give the following figures for spending in the UK by overseas residents, and UK 
residents' spending abroad: 
£ million 
 Spending in the UK by visitor' 

s country of residence 2009 
UK residents' spending 
abroad by country of visit 
2009 

Egypt 78 436 
Israel 117 85 
Other Middle East 675 302 
Note: 
'Other Middle East' covers: 
Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, United Arab Emirates and the Yemen. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110121/text/110121w0
001.htm#11012147000022  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary meets with Israeli Foreign Minister 
G The Foreign Secretary stressed the British government’s commitment to a strong 
bilateral relationship with Israel. The UK, and the Foreign Secretary personally, sees 
Israel as a close friend of longstanding. The Foreign Secretary underlined the UK’s 
opposition to efforts to delegitimise Israel. They welcomed efforts to deepen economic 
and scientific co-operation between the UK and Israel, and confirmed that the next 
meeting of the UK/Israel Strategic Dialogue would take place in Jerusalem on 17 March. 
G The Ministers’ discussions centred on the Middle East Peace Process. The Foreign 
Secretary made clear that while the UK understands Israel’s security concerns, the 
current freeze in the Peace Process is not in the interests of Israelis, Palestinians or the 
wider region. He stressed that the window for peace in the Middle East is closing, and 
that continued occupation is eroding Israeli security and international support for Israel, 
and hampering the region’s economic potential.   
The Foreign Secretary made clear again the British Government’s view that the 
construction of settlements is illegal, an obstacle to peace, and should stop. He 
underlined the need for Israel and the Palestinian Authority to find a way back to 
negotiations as soon as possible in order to reach a lasting two state solution. 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=538756982  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110121/text/110121w0001.htm#11012147000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110121/text/110121w0001.htm#11012147000022
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=538756982
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Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Gaza conflict: reconfigured committee following up on “Goldstone Report” to meet 
in Geneva  
The new membership of the UN Committee of Independent Experts* will meet for the first 
time in Geneva from 24-28 January to define its plan of action and establish contacts with 
relevant parties. G 
Justice Mary McGowan Davis, a member of the original three-member panel, will now 
chair the committee, joined by a new member, Justice Lennart Aspegren, who was 
appointed to replace two outgoing members of the original Committee by UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay. 
The two independent experts have been tasked by the UN Human Rights Council to 
present a report on the efforts undertaken by the state of Israel and the Palestinian side, 
during its 16th session in Geneva in March 2011. G 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 
** Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1262111a.3-4.html  
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/026/amend/ml026-xir.htm  
 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 

TOP 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/126/amend/pbc1262111a.3-4.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/026/amend/ml026-xir.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm


 
4

 

 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 

 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/ 
 
** Marital Property Agreements (closing date 11 April 2011) 
http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/docs/cp198.pdf  
 
National Curriculum Review (closing date 14 April 2011) 
http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consul
tationId=1730&external=no&menu=1  
 
Localism Bill (no closing date listed) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/january/localism-bill-second-reading/ 
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