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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Daylight Saving 
Mr Ben Bradshaw (Exeter) (Lab): What assessment he has made of the likely effects 
on businesses of introducing daylight saving time. [33227] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and 
Skills (Mr Edward Davey): I am aware of a range of arguments regarding the 
effect of introducing daylight saving time on business and other areas of activity. 
There has been no recent Government assessment of the merits of those 
arguments. However, as the right hon. Gentleman will recall, in our recent debate 
on the private Member's Bill on this issue, I made it clear that Government are 
willing to publish a review of the available evidence of a move to central European 
time. That would, of course, include evidence of the effects on business. 

Mr Bradshaw: We know that this Government are having trouble reaching agreement on 
a lot of things, but on this issue, where there is overwhelming support from business and 
other organisations, cross-party support in the House for the private Member's Bill that 
the House debated before Christmas, and strong support and promises made by both 
the Prime Minister and the Deputy Prime Minister before the election, why is the Minister 
not moving more quickly? 

Mr Davey: This coalition Government of two parties can make more decisions 
more quickly than the previous Government, of one party, did, and I am surprised 
that the right hon. Gentleman disagrees with the Prime Minister's statement on 
this issue, in which he said that there should be consensus across the nations of 
the United Kingdom. That is a sensible approach to take, and we will follow it. 

Duncan Hames (Chippenham) (LD): I welcome the decision of the House to allow the 
Daylight Saving Bill to proceed into Committee. Has the Minister considered the 
possibility of changing the time in the year when the clocks change, so that British 
summer time can last longer, while still affording the benefits, which some people cite, 
that occur at times of the year when daylight hours are shortest? 

Mr Davey: I am looking forward to meeting the hon. Member for Castle Point 
(Rebecca Harris) on 20 January to discuss her Bill and how she wants to take it 
forward, and I am sure that that is one of the issues that she will want debated. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm110113/debtext/11011
3-0001.htm#11011368000021  
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Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Turkey 
includes: 
col 1541  Baroness Hussein-Ece: … Over the past few years, Ankara has established 
close ties with Iran and Syria and adopted a more proactive approach toward the 
Palestinians' grievances. Since Israeli commandos boarded the Turkish-owned, Gaza-
bound aid vessel, "Mavi Marmara", back in May last year, killing nine Turkish national 
civilians-some shot at point blank range-relations between Israel and Ankara have been 
damaged. The collapse of the strategic relationship with Turkey is bad news for Israel, 
which until the events in May last year relied on Turkey as its strongest ally in the region. 
The United Nations Human Rights Council's report into the incident makes damning 
reading. This has been compounded by the absence of any apology from Israel, which 
has caused huge anger amongst the Turkish civilian population. … 
 

col 1543  Lord Trimble: … One does not object to Turkey being a major player in the 
Middle East since its location, size and economic position points in that direction, and it is 
quite natural for Turkey to look to the areas of influence that are available to it there, but 
again we see elements of ambiguity. The noble Baroness referred to relations between 
Turkey and Israel. One positive aspect is that, only a year or so ago, the Turkish 
Government brokered talks between Israel and Syria. At the time it seemed a positive 
development, and we are delighted that the Turkish Government facilitated the indirect 
talks that took place. It seemed a positive step on the part of both the Israelis and the 
Turkish Government, and, one hopes, of the Syrians. The talks did not come to fruition 
but the fact that they occurred is worth noting. In that respect, Turkey was assisting the 
political process in the Middle East. On the other hand, when we look at Turkey's position 
with regard to Palestinian grievances, Turkey has tended to align itself with Hamas rather 
than with the Palestinian Authority. That is not going to advance the Middle East political 
process at all, so there is an ambiguity there. … 
 

col 1569  Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: … Prime Minister Erdogan's popularity 
in the Middle East increased enormously after the Gaza hostilities a year ago, when 
Ankara was openly critical of Israel. His position was further enhanced in the Middle East 
by Turkey's challenge to the Gaza blockade over the flotilla incidents. … But it has also 
led to a real shift in Turkey's relationships with the rest of the Middle East, which have 
strengthened markedly. As has been mentioned, it has also put great strains on the 
relationship with Israel. But let us not forget that Israel received a great deal of help from 
Turkey in fighting the recent forest fires, which has resulted in a renewal of direct talks 
with Israel in Switzerland. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldhansrd/text/110113-
0001.htm#11011372000788  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

UK concerned by decision to extend sentence of Palestinian human rights 
defender  
A Foreign Office Spokesperson today expressed concern about the decision to extend 
the sentence of Palestinian human rights defender, Abu Rahma, and its impact on non-
violent protest.  
“We are concerned by the Israeli military court’s decision to extend Abdallah Abu 
Rahma’s sentence on charges of incitement and organising and participating in 
demonstrations to 16 months. British Diplomats, including the Consul General Sir Vincent 
Fean, as well as diplomats from other EU Member states have continued to attend all 
hearings in Abu Rahma’s case.  In 2007 the Israeli Supreme Court ruled that the security 
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barrier in Abdallah’s village of Bi’lin must be rerouted, this order has not yet been 
implemented by the Israeli Authorities.  We remain concerned that his extended 
sentence is intended to prevent Abdallah and other Palestinians from exercising their 
right to non violent protest against the annexation of Palestinian land to Israel”. 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=534295882  

 
 
United Nations 

Illegal acts by Israeli authorities on the rise in the occupied West  
UN Special Rapporteur Richard Falk expressed concern over what he described as 
“series of illegal acts by Israeli authorities” in the occupied territories, namely the killing of 
four Palestinians in the West Bank in the past two weeks by Israel Defence Forces (IDF), 
as well as the demolition of the historic Shepherd Hotel in East Jerusalem, a Palestinian 
landmark, so as to make way for the construction of more Israeli settlements.  
“Together these events demonstrate a general and unacceptable Israeli disposition to 
use excessive force against Palestinians, who are already suffering from prolonged 
occupation,” the Special Rapporteur said. In his view, “it is impossible to separate this 
pattern of excessive use of force against Palestinians from the indiscriminate use of force 
against civilians in Israel’s larger occupation policy, as illustrated by the cruel punitive 
blockade that has been imposed on the people of Gaza for more than three years and by 
the illegal manner in which Israel carried out attacks for three weeks on the defenseless 
population of Gaza two years ago. It is time for the international community to step in and 
offer this long vulnerable Palestinian population protection against the violence 
perpetrated by Israeli authorities,” Mr. Falk stressed. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=10633&LangID=E 
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Daylight Saving Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/daylightsaving.html  
 
** Fixed Term Parliaments Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/fixedtermparliaments.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/119/amend/pbc1191301a.1363-
1364.html  
 
Localism Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism.html  
 
** Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/parliamentaryvotingsystemandconstituencies.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201011/ldbills/026/amend/ml026-ix.htm  
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** Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/policereformandsocialresponsibility.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmbills/116/amend/pbc1161301a.5-6.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Certification of Death Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/58-CertDeath/index.htm 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Improvements to Criminal Justice Statistics (closing date 18 February 2011) 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/consultations/statistics-cp171110.htm  
 
National statistics, published by the Department of Health about the experience of 
black and minority ethnic patients (closes 18 February 2011) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_121762  
 

 
DFID Match Funding Scheme (closing date 24 February 2011) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Working-with-DFID/Consultations/Match-Funding-Sceme/  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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