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Israel 

Department for International Development 

Gaza humanitarian crisis – one year on 
The most recent conflict in Gaza ended on 18 January 2009. It accelerated the decline of 
already serious humanitarian conditions. The international community responded swiftly. 
The UK was at the forefront of this response. We pledged nearly £47 million pounds to 
support immediate humanitarian needs, early recovery and reconstruction activities. 
Responding to the crisis has been complicated and difficult for the many aid agencies, 
UN organisations and governments involved.  Nearly twelve months on from the launch 
of hostilities and with winter now setting in, public attention is turning back to Gaza.  This 
is important. The crisis of human dignity which we see today in Gaza remains 
unacceptable, unsustainable and in the long-term interests of nobody. 
We accept that much remains to be done. However, the UK response continues to make 
a real difference to ordinary Gazans.  
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/News-Stories/2009/Gaza---one-year-on-feature/  

 
 
 
UK Border Agency 

Eight illegal Israeli workers removed from the UK 
Eight Israeli illegal workers have been removed from the UK after they were caught 
selling hair and beauty products … all eight were in the UK on visitor visas which did not 
give them the right to work. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/newsarticles/2009/december/eight-israeli-
workers-removed  
 
 

European Commission 

Occupied Palestinian Territory: Commission boosts humanitarian funding by €7 
million 
The European Commission is increasing its funding by €7 million to provide relief to the 
most vulnerable populations in the occupied Palestinian territory. The funds will be 
channelled from the Commission's Humanitarian Aid department through non-
governmental and international organisations including United Nations agencies. 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/News-Stories/2009/Gaza---one-year-on-feature/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/newsarticles/2009/december/eight-israeli-workers-removed
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/newsarticles/2009/december/eight-israeli-workers-removed
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Karel De Gucht, Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid, said "2009 has 
been one of the worst years in recent times for the people of the Gaza Strip. This crisis 
has attracted a lot of international attention, but we mustn't forget that vulnerable 
communities in the West Bank are also struggling to survive because of the severe 
access restrictions and the fragmentation of their territory. While according to 
International Humanitarian Law the prime responsibility in terms of assistance lies with 
the occupying power, an urgent response is needed to assist communities affected by 
the separation barrier who have exhausted all their coping mechanisms. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1992&format=HTML&ag
ed=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en 

 
 
Oxfam 

Gaza’s civilians, still unable to rebuild one year after Operation Cast Lead, ‘betrayed’ by 
international community 
The international community has betrayed the people of Gaza by failing to back their 
words with effective action to secure the ending of the Israeli blockade which is 
preventing reconstruction and recovery, say a group of 16 leading humanitarian and 
human rights groups in a new report released today ahead of the anniversary of the start 
of Israel’s military offensive in Gaza. … Amnesty International UK Director Kate Allen 
said: … “Israel’s responsibility to protect its citizens does not give it the right to punish 
every man, woman and child of Gaza. All states are obliged under international law to 
intervene to put an end to this brutal blockade but their leaders are failing in this 
fundamental measure of their own humanity. … 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressrelease/2009-12-22/gaza-civilians-rebuild-one-
year-operation-cast-lead  
 
 
Failing Gaza: No rebuilding, no recovery, no more excuses 
http://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/failing-gaza-no%20rebuilding-no-
recovery-no-more-excuses.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 
Children, Schools and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html  
 

 
Constitutional Reform and Governance Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/constitutionalreformandgovernance.html  
 

 
Crime and Security Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/crimeandsecurity.html 
 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/equality.html  
 
Flood and Water Management Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/floodandwatermanagement.html  
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1992&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1992&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressrelease/2009-12-22/gaza-civilians-rebuild-one-year-operation-cast-lead
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressrelease/2009-12-22/gaza-civilians-rebuild-one-year-operation-cast-lead
http://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/failing-gaza-no%20rebuilding-no-recovery-no-more-excuses.pdf
http://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/failing-gaza-no%20rebuilding-no-recovery-no-more-excuses.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/constitutionalreformandgovernance.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/crimeandsecurity.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/floodandwatermanagement.html
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?item=5&portal=hbkm&action=html&highlight=&sessionid=41024125&skin=hudoc-pr-en
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?item=5&portal=hbkm&action=html&highlight=&sessionid=41024125&skin=hudoc-pr-en
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Scottish Parliament 

Census (Scotland) Order 2010 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/pdf/sdsi_9780111007037_en.pdf 
 
 

Executive Note    
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/en/sdsien_9780111007037_en.pdf 
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Other Relevant Information 

European Court of Human Rights: Grand Chamber judgment 

Prohibiting a Roma and a Jew from standing for election to the House of Peoples of the 
Parliamentary Assembly and for the State Presidency amounts to discrimination and 
breaches their electoral rights  
.... the Court concluded by 14 votes to 3 that the applicants’ continued ineligibility to stand for 
election to the House of Peoples of Bosnia and Herzegovina lacked an objective and reasonable 
justification and had therefore breached Article 14 taken in conjunction with Article 3 of Protocol 
No. 1. 
… The Court reiterated … that, for the reasons put forward with regard to the elections to the 
House of Peoples, the constitutional provisions under which the applicants were ineligible for 
election to the Presidency had also to be considered discriminatory. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?item=5&portal=hbkm&action=html&highlight=&sessio
nid=41024125&skin=hudoc-pr-en  
 
For more background information see PAB 17-12-2009 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant Draft 
Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment (Scotland 
only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09 
 
Communities and Local Government: Creating a Single Equality Scheme for 2010 – 
2013 (closes 28 February 2010) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/corporate/pdf/987402.pdf  
 

 
 

Proposal to amend the Licensing Act 2003 to simplify the procedures for 
Licensing Statements; Interim Authority Notices; and Temporary Event Notices 
(closes 9 February 2010) 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/consultations/6498.aspx  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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