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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Charities: Regulation 
Mr. Evennett: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office what steps the Government are 
taking to reduce the burden of regulation on charities. [304988] 

Angela E. Smith: The changes we have made to charity law and accounting and 
reporting thresholds have resulted in savings for up to 50,000 charities and up to 
£5 million per year. The new Charitable Incorporated Organisation, planned for 
next year, will give charities the advantages of incorporation without the burden of 
dual regulation by both the Charity Commission and Companies House. 
Departments are also cutting red tape for third sector organisations and will be 
reporting on further progress later this month. The Government and National Audit 
Office (NAO) have produced guidance to reduce red tape associated with the £12 
billion a year the sector gets from Government. The Government have introduced 
further measures to facilitate the use of Gift Aid, with particular support for smaller 
charities, including reforms to simplify the record keeping and auditing process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w00
01.htm#09120949000012  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Prisoners 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received of the detention by the Israeli authorities of Mohammed 
Othman from Jayyous; and whether he has made representations to the government of 
Israel on the subject. [304705] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We are concerned by Mr. Othman's treatment and long detention 
without charge. Foreign and Commonwealth Office Minister of State, Ivan Lewis, 
raised UK concerns over Othman's case with the deputy Israeli Foreign Minister, 
Danny Ayalon on 27 October 2009. Our embassy in Tel Aviv, and our consulate-
general in Jerusalem, continue to follow his case closely. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0001.htm#09120949000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0001.htm#09120949000012


 
2 

More generally, we continue to monitor the situation with regard to all Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli prisons. We are very concerned about cases of administrative 
detention: we call on the Israeli government to take immediate action to ensure 
that all cases are reviewed by a court in accordance with fair procedures, and that 
detainees' rights are upheld. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w00
02.htm#09120960000016  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Derek Wyatt: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of Israel's compliance with its obligations under article 23 of 
the Fourth Geneva Convention in respect of free passage into Gaza of consignments of 
(a) medical and hospital objects, (b) food and (c) clothing. [304882] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Government have made clear their view that in light of the 
control that Israel continues to exercise over Gaza, Israel remains bound by 
obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 in respect of Gaza. 
Those obligations include article 23 of that convention. We are deeply concerned 
about the situation in Gaza and continue, bilaterally and with our EU partners, to 
urge Israel to allow reconstruction and humanitarian supplies into Gaza. 

Derek Wyatt: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has made representations to the Israeli government on the payment of 
compensation to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees 
in the Near East following the shelling of its compound in Gaza City in January 2009. 
[304909] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Government were deeply concerned by reports of incidents 
involving UN property/personnel during the Gaza conflict. UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon set up the UN Board of Inquiry to investigate certain incidents 
involving UN property/personnel during the Gaza Conflict. The Board reported 
back on 5 May. The UN Secretariat are taking this forward-including the issue of 
compensation-directly with the Israeli Government. 

Derek Wyatt: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations the Government has made to the Israeli government on the alleged 
shelling with high explosive and white phosphorus munitions of the United Nations 
compound in Gaza on 15 January 2009. [304910] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Our embassy in Tel Aviv raised concerns over this incident 
directly with the Israeli Government on the day it took place. 
We have been clear from the beginning of the Gaza conflict that all allegations of 
breaches of international humanitarian law committed by both sides must be 
properly investigated. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon set up the UN Board of 
Inquiry to investigate certain incidents involving UN property/personnel during the 
Gaza Conflict. The Board reported back on 5 May 2009. The UN Secretariat are 
now taking this forward with the Israeli Government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w00
02.htm#09120960000017  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they plan to draft a resolution 
for the United Nations Security Council about existing and additional Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank and east Jerusalem, to recognise and give membership to Palestinian 
lands and to set dates for implementation. [HL405] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Kinnock 
of Holyhead): The Government have no plans to draft such a UN Security Council 
resolution. We continue to support efforts to kick-start urgent negotiations which 
will lead to the creation of a viable Palestinian state alongside a secure Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/91209w0002.htm#0912
0948000310  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0002.htm#09120960000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0002.htm#09120960000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0002.htm#09120960000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0002.htm#09120960000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/91209w0002.htm#09120948000310
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/91209w0002.htm#09120948000310
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Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they plan to ask the United 
Nations Security Council to define the precise future boundaries of Israel and Palestine. 
[HL400] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Kinnock 
of Holyhead): The Government have no plans to take such action. We are 
committed to achieving a negotiated solution in the Middle East. We believe that 
negotiations are the best way to bring about a just and lasting peace between the 
Israelis and the Palestinians. 
We are clear that a final settlement should consist of a two-state solution based on 
1967 borders; a democratic state of Israel, secure from attack, recognised by-and 
at peace with-all its neighbours; alongside a peaceful, democratic and territorially 
viable state of Palestine that accepts Israel as its friend and partner; with 
Jerusalem the capital for both, and a just and agreed settlement for refugees. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/91209w0002.htm#0912
0948000316  
 

Palestinians: Education 
Mr. Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
steps his Department is taking to seek to ensure adequate education provision for 
children in Gaza. [304766] 

Mr. Michael Foster: The Department for International Development (DFID) 
supports both the Palestinian Authority (PA) and the UN Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) to provide education in Gaza. 
Our budget support to the PA was £50 million in 2008 and £18.5 million so far in 
2009. This funding contributes to the salaries of public sector workers, including 
teachers and the provision of basic services such as education. Approximately 50 
per cent. of PA spending goes to Gaza. 
UNRWA schools in Gaza are attended by over 200,000 children. Through our core 
funding to UNRWA, DFID has contributed £100 million over five years (2007 to 
2012) towards teacher salaries. 
DFID continues to press Israel to allow reconstruction materials into Gaza so that 
schools destroyed and damaged in Operation Cast Lead can be repaired, and to 
lift all restrictions on the imports of stationery, textbooks and school furniture. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w00
01.htm#09120949000020  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Mr. Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
steps his Department is taking to provide medical assistance to those in refugee camps 
in Gaza. [304763] 

Mr. Michael Foster: Medical assistance to Palestinian refugees in Gaza and 
elsewhere in the region is the responsibility of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA). The Department for International Development is 
providing £100 million to UNRWA in core funding over five years (2007-12) which 
the Agency can allocate to areas of most urgent need: this year we gave UNRWA 
nearly £20 million. About 5 per cent. of UNRWA's overall budget is allocated to 
healthcare in Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w00
01.htm#09120949000021  
 

Deportation: Palestinians 
Chris Huhne: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people 
who have given their nationality as Palestinian have been deported to each country in 
each year since 1997. [303938] 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/91209w0002.htm#09120948000316
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/91209w0002.htm#09120948000316
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0001.htm#09120949000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0001.htm#09120949000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0001.htm#09120949000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0001.htm#09120949000021


 
4 

Alan Johnson: The following table shows the number of removals and voluntary 
departures by destination for nationals of the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
between 2004 and 2008. Destination data prior to 2004 are not available. 
Published statistics on immigration and asylum are available from the Library of 
the House and from the Home Office Research, Development and Statistics 
Directorate web site at: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration-asylum-
stats.html 
Removals and voluntary departures( 1,2,3) for nationals of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories by country of destination, 2004 to 2008 

Number of departures( 4) 

 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008( 5) 2004-08( 5) 

Total removals and voluntary 
departures 

170 140 175 355 320 1,155 

of which: Country of destination(6)       

France 120 65 95 220 215 710 

Lebanon 5 15 15 25 15 75 

Italy 5 10 * 20 15 55 

Occupied Palestinian Territories * 10 5 30 10 50 

Jordan 10 5 15 15 10 50 

Belgium - 5 5 15 15 40 

Ireland * - 15 5 5 30 

Egypt * * 5 5 15 25 

Germany 5 5 5 * * 20 

Greece 5 * 5 5 5 20 

Netherlands * 5 - * - 10 

Sweden * 5 * * * 10 

Spain 5 * - * * 5 

Syria * * * * - 5 

Austria * 5 - - * 5 

United States of America 5 - - - - 5 

Saudi Arabia - - - * * 5 

United Arab Emirates * - * - * 5 

Other and not known 5 10 5 5 10 30 
(1) Figures are rounded to the nearest 5 (- = 0, * = 1 or 2) and may not sum to the totals shown 
because of independent rounding. 
(2) Includes enforced removals, persons departing voluntarily after notifying the UK Border Agency of 
their intention to leave prior to their departure, persons leaving under Assisted Voluntary Return 
Programmes run by the International Organisation for Migration and since January 2005 persons 
who it has been established left the UK without informing the immigration authorities. 
(3) Figures include dependants. 
(4) Removals and voluntary departures recorded on the system as at the dates on which the data 
extracts were taken. 
(5) Provisional figures. Figures will under record due to data cleansing and data matching exercises 
that take place after the extracts are taken. 
(6) Destination as recorded on source database. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w00
15.htm#09120968000053  

TOP 
 

 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration-asylum-stats.html
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration-asylum-stats.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0015.htm#09120968000053
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0015.htm#09120968000053
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

USA: Anti-semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received of incidents of anti-Semitism in the US; whether he has 
had recent discussions with the US administration on that matter; and if he will make a 
statement. [305396] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: I have not received any recent reports of anti-Semitism in the US. 
For a more detailed explanation of ongoing discussions between the UK and US 
on the issue of anti-Semitism, I refer the hon. Member to my answer of 3 
December 2009, in which I said that we continue to work closely with the US 
administration and other partners to combat anti-Semitism wherever it occurs. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w00
03.htm#09120960000023  
 

Religious Freedom 
Andrew Mackinlay: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs on how many occasions each UK mission has raised the question of persecution 
or discrimination in relation to (a) the Christian faith, (b) the Islamic faith, (c) Judaism, (d) 
Sikhism, (e) Hinduism, (f) Buddhism and (g) other religious faiths in each of the last 12 
months; and if he will make a statement. [304445] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The UK condemns all instances of persecution and discrimination 
against individuals and groups because of their faith or belief, wherever they occur 
and whatever the religion of the individual or group concerned. 
All the Foreign and Commonwealth Office's (FCO) overseas missions have a 
responsibility to monitor and raise human rights in their host countries. Our 
embassies raise freedom of religion or belief in a variety of different contexts. We 
take action on individual cases where persecution or discrimination has occurred; 
lobby for changes in discriminatory practices and laws; raise freedom of religion or 
belief in bilateral and EU human rights dialogues; and work in the UN and other 
international organisations to uphold universal standards. The FCO does not keep 
statistics on our lobbying on religious persecution or indeed on broader human 
rights issues. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w00
03.htm#09120960000020  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Children, Schools and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html  
 

 
Constitutional Reform and Governance Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/constitutionalreformandgovernance.html  
 
Crime and Security Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/crimeandsecurity.html 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0003.htm#09120960000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0003.htm#09120960000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0003.htm#09120960000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091209/text/91209w0003.htm#09120960000020
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/constitutionalreformandgovernance.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/crimeandsecurity.html
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Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/equality.html  
 
Flood and Water Management Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/floodandwatermanagement.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 

Census (Scotland) Order 2010 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/pdf/sdsi_9780111007037_en.pdf 
 

Executive Note    
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/en/sdsien_9780111007037_en.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant Draft 
Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment (Scotland 
only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09 
 
Communities and Local Government: Creating a Single Equality Scheme for 2010 – 
2013 (closes 28 February 2010) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/corporate/pdf/987402.pdf  
 
Proposal to amend the Licensing Act 2003 to simplify the procedures for 
Licensing Statements; Interim Authority Notices; and Temporary Event Notices 
(closes 9 February 2010) 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/consultations/6498.aspx  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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