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Home Affairs 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Radicalism 
Mrs. Curtis-Thomas: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department with which 
civil society organisations his Department has entered into partnerships and agreements 
to support the delivery of policies related to extremism in the last five years. [300480] 

Mr. Hanson: Extremism may take many forms. As regards the community-based 
organisations undertaking work in support of the Prevent agenda, these are 
funded through Communities and Local Government. However, the Office for 
Security and Counter-Terrorism Prevent Interventions Unit have also sponsored 
Prevent work with a range of community-based organisations during the past five 
years. This includes the funding of projects based on sports, education and 
mentoring in various environments. 

Mrs. Curtis-Thomas: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what 
partnerships and initiatives designed to tackle the spread of extremism on the internet his 
Department has entered into with overseas authorities and agencies in the last 10 years. 
[300482] 

Mr. Hanson: The Government are actively engaged in multilateral and bilateral 
discussions to explore options available to tackle online violent extremist material. 
For example, we participated actively in a year-long European project which has 
just been completed and are currently discussing a follow-up project with 
European partners. The Government are also assisting with the development of a 
Europol hosted web portal which is available to investigating agencies across the 
EU, to share information on open access terrorism related websites and content. 
Law enforcement agencies have also engaged with partner organisations on 
operational matters. The internet hate crime action plan contains actions to 
improve co-operation with other states in addressing internet hate crime, including 
prejudice motivated extremism. 

Mrs. Curtis-Thomas: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what 
research his Department has evaluated on the root causes of extremism; and what steps 
he has taken to tackle them. [301467] 

Mr. Hanson: Extremism takes many forms. Our assessment is that the main 
violent extremist threat to the UK is from al-Qaeda or al-Qaeda inspired groups. 
Experience here and abroad has identified a range of factors that in combination 
can lead to individuals supporting or becoming violent extremists. The main 
objectives of the Prevent strand of CONTEST are informed by this work. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091207/text/91207w00
18.htm#09120758000044  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091207/text/91207w0018.htm#09120758000044
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091207/text/91207w0018.htm#09120758000044
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Students: Extremism 
Mr. Holloway: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what his Department's most recent assessment is of the level of threat to national 
security posed by foreign extremists, violent extremists and terrorists on student 
campuses in the UK. [303023] 

Mr. Lammy [holding answer 30 November 2009]: I have been asked to reply. 
Our assessment is that there is some extremist activity happening in Higher 
Education Institutions within the UK. The problem is not widespread but where it 
does occur it is serious. For national security reasons, we cannot release details of 
which institutions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091207/text/91207w00
06.htm#09120746000053  
 

HIV Infection: Circumcision 
Mr. Evans: To ask the Secretary of State for Health what research his Department has 
evaluated on the effects of male circumcision on the risk of contracting HIV. [304406] 

Gillian Merron: The Expert Advisory Group on AIDS, which provides the 
Department with expert scientific advice on HIV, keeps the evidence on the effect 
of male circumcision on prevention of HIV transmission under review. 
Male circumcision has been demonstrated to reduce heterosexual (female-to-
male) transmission of HIV by around 60 per cent. in randomised controlled trials in 
Africa. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091207/text/91207w00
33.htm#09120767000116  

 
Prisoners: Ethnicity and Religion 

Lord Lester of Herne Hill: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is the ethnic and 
religious composition of those serving prison sentences; and what it was 10 years ago. 
[HL89] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord Bach): 
Data for 2008 was published in July 2009 in Offender Management Caseload 
Statistics on the MoJ website.  
(http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/prisonandprobation.htm) 
Data for 1999 was published in July 2000 in Prison Statistics England and Wales. 
A copy may found at the following website at  
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/prischap6.html. 
Both publications may also be found in House Libraries. 
The religious composition of all prisoners in June 1999 and June 2008 is in the 
table below. Religion is self-declared. 

 1999 2008 

All Christian 39,547 41,839 

Anglican 27,095 23,039 

Free Church 1,144 1,213 

Roman Catholic 11,308 14,296 

Other Christian * 3,291 

Buddhist 307 1,737 

Hindu 256 434 

Jewish 185 220 

Muslim 4,339 9,795 

Sikh 437 648 

Other religious groups 1,294 448 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091207/text/91207w0006.htm#09120746000053
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091207/text/91207w0006.htm#09120746000053
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091207/text/91207w0033.htm#09120767000116
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091207/text/91207w0033.htm#09120767000116
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/prisonandprobation.htm
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/prischap6.html
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Non recognised * 347 

No religion 18,157 27,710 

Not recorded 7 17 

Total 64,529 83,194 
* Data not categorised in this way in 1999. 
 

The ethnic composition of all prisoners in June 1999 and June 2008 are in the 
tables below. Data on ethnicity of prisoners in 1999 was based on 1991 census 
categories. Since 2004, the categories in the 2001 census have been used. The 
figures are therefore not strictly comparable. Ethnicity is self-declared. 

 
 
 
 

 1999 

White 52,377 

Black 7,964 

South Asian 1,929 

Chinese & 
Other 2,225 

Unrecorded 34 

Total 64,529 

 2008 

White 60,196 

Mixed 2,691 

Asian or Asian British 5,804 

Black or Black British 12,557 

Chinese or Other ethnic group 1,354 

Not Stated 312 

Unrecorded 36 

1991 Census ethnic codes 244 

Total 83,194  

These figures have been drawn from administrative IT systems, which, as with 
any large-scale recording system, are subject to possible errors with data entry 
and processing. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/91207w0003.htm#0912
0728000463  

 
 
Communities and Local Government 

New measures to increase the effectiveness of the Prevent programme 
Communities Secretary John Denham today re-affirmed the importance of the 
Government supported Prevent programme and set out measures to further improve its 
effectiveness. Prevent works by bringing the weight of the vast majority of Muslims who 
reject Al-Qaida inspired extremist violence to bear on the minority who would give the 
tacit support or verbal justification which can create the space in which terrorists recruit 
and act. Work like this has been an essential element of anti-terrorist work in many 
different contexts around the world. … 
Mr Denham made clear that Prevent cannot work as a Government programme imposed 
on Muslim communities - they need to feel ownership of the community based parts of 
Prevent and work as full partners in it. … 
Mr Denham said … "In many ways, community cohesion - building a strong society with 
shared values and a strong sense of shared identity - is a broader and more ambitious 
aim involving every part of every community equally, not just Muslim communities." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1406235  
 
To read the full transcript of the speech see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/corporate/nationalpreventconf  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/91207w0003.htm#09120728000463
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/91207w0003.htm#09120728000463
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1406235
http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/corporate/nationalpreventconf
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Community Relations 
UK Parliamentary Question 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what recent 
steps he has taken to reduce the incidence of anti-Semitism in (a) football and (b) other 
sports; what recent representations he has received on that matter; what recent meetings 
he has had with the Football Association on that matter; and if he will make a statement. 
[303921] 

Mr. Sutcliffe: While I have received no recent representations or held any recent 
meetings on the issue of tackling anti-Semitism in sport, I remain fully committed 
to a sporting landscape free from all forms of discrimination. To this end: 

(a) Football treats anti-Semitism as it does all forms of racism as an offence 
under the ground regulations, giving the clubs and Police powers to deal 
with it should it occur. The Football Association's (FA) close working 
relationship with the clubs, the Police and the Crown Prosecution Service 
also ensures that all incidents of discrimination in football are brought to 
justice. In addition, The FA's anti-Semitism and Islamophobia working 
group, chaired by my hon. Friend the Member for Bassetlaw (John Mann) 
and established in July 2008, continues to explore the issues and make 
recommendations to the FA Board. With the Premier League and the 
Professional Footballer's Association, the FA also provides funding for the 
"Kick It Out" campaign, which tackles anti-Semitism and other forms of 
discrimination. 
(b) Other sports that receive Government funding through Sport England 
and UK Sport do so on the basis of their compliance with the Equality 
Standard for Sport. The standard forbids discrimination on the grounds of 
gender, marital status, race, colour, religion, disability, age, occupation, 
religion or political opinion other than that in accordance with legal 
justification. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091207/text/91207w00
21.htm#09120767000008  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 
UK Ministerial Statement 

General Affairs Council and Foreign Affairs Council 
The Minister for Europe (Chris Bryant): The General Affairs Council (GAC) and 
Foreign Affairs Council (FAC) have replaced the General Affairs and External Relations 
Council (GAERC) under the provisions of the Lisbon treaty, which came into force on 1 
December 2009. The GAC and FAC will be held on 7 and 8 December in Brussels. My 
right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary will represent the UK. … 
Middle East Peace Process  Ministers will discuss developments in the Middle East, 
including the Israeli announcement of a limited 10-month moratorium on settlement 
building in the West Bank. The presidency plans conclusions that are likely to reaffirm the 
EU's commitment to a two state solution and support of US efforts. The UK will be 
arguing for the EU to make clear its position on the importance of a two-state solution. … 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091207/wmstext/91207
m0001.htm#0912073000012  

TOP 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091207/text/91207w0021.htm#09120767000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091207/text/91207w0021.htm#09120767000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091207/wmstext/91207m0001.htm#0912073000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091207/wmstext/91207m0001.htm#0912073000012
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Children, Schools and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html  
 

 
Constitutional Reform and Governance Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/constitutionalreformandgovernance.html  
 
Crime and Security Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/crimeandsecurity.html 
 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/equality.html  
 
Flood and Water Management Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/floodandwatermanagement.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 

Census (Scotland) Order 2010 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/pdf/sdsi_9780111007037_en.pdf 
 

Executive Note    
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/en/sdsien_9780111007037_en.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant Draft 
Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment (Scotland 
only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09 
 
** Communities and Local Government: Creating a Single Equality Scheme for 
2010 – 2013 (closes 28 February 2010) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/corporate/pdf/987402.pdf  
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