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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 
Radicalism 

Mrs. Curtis-Thomas: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what 
steps his Department is taking to encourage those affected by acts of extremism to 
report such events to the police. [300481] 

Mr. Alan Campbell: The Government, when meeting with individuals and groups 
who have been targeted by acts of extremism, will routinely advise them to report 
any crime to their local force. 
The Government are also spreading best practice on encouraging third-party 
reporting schemes where people are not confident enough or prepared to 
approach the police directly. This will contribute to achieving our objective of 
increasing the proportion of hate crime victims who report its occurrence. 

David Howarth: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) whether his 
Department plans to create a legal definition of the term domestic extremism for use by 
the police; [302128] 
(2) whether his Department plans to issue guidance to police forces on the definition and 
use of the term domestic extremism. [302129] 

Mr. Hanson: The Government have no plans to create a legal definition of 
domestic extremism. The website of the National Extremism Tactical Co-
ordination Unit already sets out guidance on the definition and use of domestic 
extremism, which is a term used to describe criminal acts in furtherance of a 
campaign. 
The Association of Chief Police Officers is currently updating public order 
guidance and training, and the Government will work with ACPO to ensure that 
revised guidance and training is clear on the use of the term domestic extremism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w00
28.htm#0912027000031  

 
 
Home Office 

White Paper: Protecting the public: supporting the police to succeed 
http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/police-reform/protecting-the-
public?view=Binary  
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Community Relations 
UK Parliamentary Question 

Schools: Racism 
Mr. Laurence Robertson: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and 
Families what requirements there are on schools to record alleged racist statements and 
actions which take place on their grounds; and if he will make a statement. [303553] 

Mr. Coaker: The Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 places a general duty on 
all public authorities, including schools, to eliminate unlawful racial discrimination; 
promote equality of opportunity; and promote good race relations. 
In 2006 the Department issued two guidance documents to schools on race 
relations. The first document, "Recording and reporting racist incidents guidance", 
states that a school must have a written race equality policy; advises on recording 
and investigating incidents; and recommends that schools should report all 
incidents to the local authority at least annually. The second document, "Tackling 
bullying around race, religion and culture", forms part of our overall guidance to 
schools on bullying, "Safe to Learn: Embedding Anti-bullying Work in Schools". 
The guidance recommends that schools should record all incidents of bullying and 
use the data to monitor their anti-bullying policies. 
In 2010, the DCSF intend to introduce a new statutory duty on schools to record 
incidents of bullying between pupils, racist incidents and incidents of verbal and 
physical abuse against school staff. We intend to consult later this year on 
whether the new duty should require schools to report all bullying incidents to their 
local authority, and whether types of bullying incident (eg racist, disablist, 
homophobic, etc.) should be included. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w00
33.htm#0912027000075  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East Peace Process 
Andrew Selous (South-West Bedfordshire) (Con): What his most recent assessment 
is of progress in the middle east peace process. [302603] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (David 
Miliband): There is more consensus in the international community than there has 
been for many years about the basis for a resolution of the dispute between Israel 
and the Palestinians, but the parties are moving further apart. Those Palestinians 
and Israelis who are committed to the idea of a Palestinian state based on 1967 
borders, with Jerusalem as the shared capital and a fair settlement for refugees, 
appear smaller in number and weaker in politics than ever before. However, the 
US Administration are engaged in a good-faith endeavour to bridge the gap. We 
will continue to support those efforts, because the alternatives for the people of 
Israel, Palestine and the rest of the region look so much worse. 

Andrew Selous: I am sure that the Foreign Secretary will agree that education and hope 
for the future are important for peace in the middle east so, to that end, may I ask him to 
have a word with his Israeli counterpart about the 8,000 desks that the UN has imported 
into Gaza for schoolchildren? They cannot be assembled because the Israelis will not let 
the nails come in. Will he commit to have a word on that subject? 

David Miliband: The hon. Gentleman raises a very important point, and I shall 
certainly raise it. We have raised many issues over the past year-or certainly since 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w0033.htm#0912027000075
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w0033.htm#0912027000075
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January and the end of Operation Cast Lead-about the grip that exists at the 
checkpoints, in terms of both the volume of trade and the items that are allowed in. 
I have never heard that item referred to before, but the hon. Gentleman raises a 
very important point and I shall certainly follow it up. 

Mrs. Louise Ellman (Liverpool, Riverside) (Lab/Co-op): What lessons does my right 
hon. Friend draw from Iran's recent attempt to send 500 tonnes of weapons to 
Hezbollah? The weapons were disguised as civilian cargo, and some of them as 
construction materials, but thankfully the attempt was intercepted and thwarted by the 
Israelis. 

David Miliband: We must learn two lessons. The first is that we must never 
underestimate the extent to which some will go to get further weapons into Gaza, 
and the second is that we must follow up every aspect of resolution 1860- [ 
Interruption. ] I beg my hon. Friend's pardon: she referred to Hezbollah and not to 
Gaza. We should never underestimate the extent to which some will go to arm 
terrorist groups all across the region. Secondly, we should not underestimate the 
extent to which the international community needs to come together to follow 
through on repeated resolutions, in the UN and elsewhere, to support all states in 
the region that are committed to coexistence. That is what we will certainly do. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/debtext/91201-
0003.htm#09120144000021  
 

Israel: Borders 
Mr. Crabb: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on changes in the levels of trading and economic activity on the 
West Bank following the removal by Israel of checkpoints and security barriers. [301840] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: There has not yet been a detailed assessment of the impact of 
the removal of some obstacles in the West Bank on levels of trading and 
economic activity, because the changes occurred too recently to have gathered 
comprehensive data. However, there is clear anecdotal evidence that the new 
permissive regime which allows Israeli Arabs to enter and shop in Palestinian 
areas (Area A in the West Bank) is boosting trade and service industries in these 
areas. There is also anecdotal evidence to suggest that Palestinians now have 
access to most places in the West Bank, although delays continue to be 
economically costly. There continue to be problems and delays for Palestinian 
businesses in the West Bank that wish to import or export goods; but there is 
anecdotal evidence to suggest that the volume of exports from the West Bank may 
have increased as a result of the extended commercial opening hours of the 
Allenby crossing. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w00
14.htm#0912021000042  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Crabb: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the number of Hezbollah (a) troops, (b) rockets and (c) 
training camps in southern Lebanon. [301836] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The latest UN report on United Nations Security Council 
Resolution (UNSCR) 1701 highlighted that Hizballah continues to maintain a 
substantial military capacity distinct from that of the Lebanese State, in direct 
contravention of UNSCRs 1559 and 1701. It also makes clear that Hizballah have 
not challenged allegations regarding its armament and increased military 
capability. All these reports are available on the UN website at: 
http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/sgrep09.htm 
This, combined with statements made by Hizballah officials, suggest that Hizballah 
has increased its military capacity. However, we lack definitive figures. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w00
14.htm#0912021000044  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/debtext/91201-0003.htm#09120144000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/debtext/91201-0003.htm#09120144000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w0014.htm#0912021000042
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w0014.htm#0912021000042
http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/sgrep09.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w0014.htm#0912021000044
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w0014.htm#0912021000044


 
4 

 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Crabb: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with his counterpart in the (a) EU, (b) US and (c) Russian 
Federation on the proposal for a Palestinian state made by the Palestinian Prime 
Minister. [301859] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We are supportive of Prime Minister Fayyad's two year plan to 
progress Palestinian governance and institutional capacity building efforts. 
Making progress on these issues is essential for the creation of a future 
Palestinian State. The UK therefore discusses them regularly with key partners: 
EU Foreign Ministers most recently pledged their support for the proposal at the 
General Affairs and External Relations Council on 17 November 2009; my right 
hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has regular conversations on the Middle East 
Peace Process with US Special Envoy to the Middle East, Senator George 
Mitchell; and on 2 November 2009, the Foreign Secretary released a joint 
statement with Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov where we urged: 
"the Palestinian National Authority to continue in its efforts to strengthen security 
and the rule of law, building on achievements reached so far". 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w00
14.htm#0912021000045  

 
Middle East Peace Process 

Andrew Gwynne: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what his most recent assessment is of progress in the middle east peace process; and if 
he will make a statement. [302616] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: This is a challenging time. People feel frustrated that negotiations 
have not yet been re-launched. But we must not give up hope. Negotiations are 
the only way to achieve a two-state solution. The US remains committed to this 
goal, and it has our full support. We want the recent Israeli announcement to 
become a step on the way to the resumption of meaningful negotiations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w00
13.htm#0912021000023  
 

Gaza 
Mrs. McGuire: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps his Department is taking to facilitate the opening of border crossings into 
Gaza. [302609] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The UK continues to call on the Government of Israel to open the 
crossings into Gaza more fully. The Prime Minister raised this directly with the 
Israeli Prime Minister on 15 October 2009; I did the same on 27 October 2009 with 
the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister. Securing better access to Gaza will remain a 
priority for the Government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w00
13.htm#0912021000019  
 

 
UK Parliament Early Day Motions 

Martin Linton (314) Draft European statement on East Jerusalem – That this House 
supports the proposed statement by the Council of the European Union drafted by the 
Swedish Presidency calling for negotiations on a two-state solution leading to an 
independent, democratic, contiguous and viable state of Palestine with East Jerusalem 
as its capital; welcomes the statement's clear reiteration that settlements are illegal under 
international law, as are the separation barrier on occupied land and the demolition of 
homes; agrees that all three constitute an obstacle to peace by threatening to make a 
two-state solution impossible; and asks the Secretary of State for Foreign and 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w0014.htm#0912021000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w0014.htm#0912021000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w0013.htm#0912021000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w0013.htm#0912021000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w0013.htm#0912021000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091201/text/91201w0013.htm#0912021000019
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Commonwealth Affairs to endorse this document at the meeting in Brussels on 7 
December 2009. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=39874&SESSION=903 
 
Martin Caton (312) Berlanty Azzam and Bethlehem University – That this House 
congratulates Bethlehem University on its scheme to bring students from Gaza to the 
university to study; is shocked, however, to learn that one student, Ms Berlanty Azzam, 
who is in her fourth year majoring in business administration, was arrested by the Israeli 
military, blindfolded, handcuffed and transferred from Bethlehem to Gaza in the middle of 
the night; recognises that whilst the Israeli-controlled population registry lists Ms Azzam 
as residing in the Gaza Strip, she has lived in Bethlehem since 2005; calls on the Israeli 
authorities to allow her to complete her degree; and urges the Government to protest 
against the unjust Israeli policy that bans Palestinian residents of Gaza from studying in 
the West Bank. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=39872&SESSION=903  

 
 
Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-5330 Bill Wilson: Mohammad Othman and Israel’s Use of Administrative 
Detention as a Substitute for Prosecution—That the Parliament, further to motion 
S3M-05062, notes reports that Israel not only continues to hold Mohammad Othman in 
administrative detention but has also threatened and pressured him into confessions and 
that no external evidence was brought to the military court that renewed his detention; 
understands that international human rights organisations and the United Nations have 
repeatedly condemned Israel’s recourse to military justice systems that do not meet 
international standards of due process, and condemns Israel for this and other breaches 
of human rights, believing that such actions do nothing to make the people of Israel safer 
in the long term but rather serve to perpetuate that country’s troubles. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17878 

 
 
United Nations 

UN’s Middle East envoy urges halt to demolitions, evictions in East Jerusalem 
The top United Nations envoy to the Middle East today reiterated Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon’s call for an immediate end to demolitions, evictions and the instalment of Israeli 
settlers in Palestinian neighbourhoods … 
“Provocative actions such as these create inevitable tensions, undermine trust, often 
have tragic human consequences and make resuming negotiations and achieving a two-
State solution more difficult,” read a statement issued by the spokesperson for the UN 
Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Robert Serry. 
Last week senior UN political official Haile Menkerios told the Security Council that 
Israel’s refusal to freeze settlement activity was one of several key challenges to the 
peace process. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33114&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Children, Schools and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html  
 

 
Constitutional Reform and Governance Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/constitutionalreformandgovernance.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmbills/004/amend/pbc0042611a.35.
html  
 
Crime and Security Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/crimeandsecurity.html 
 
** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/equality.html  
 

House of Commons consideration 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmbills/005/amend/pbc0050212m.99-
105.html  
 
Flood and Water Management Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/floodandwatermanagement.html  
 

 

Scottish Parliament 

Census (Scotland) Order 2010 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/pdf/sdsi_9780111007037_en.pdf 
 

Executive Note    
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2010/draft/en/sdsien_9780111007037_en.pdf 
 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Welsh Labour 

Carwyn Jones AM is new leader of Welsh Labour 
At a special event in the Wales Millennium Centre Carwyn Jones AM was announced as 
the winner of the election for the new Leader of Welsh Labour. The Bridgend AM polled 
51.9751% of the votes in the first round of counting in Welsh Labour's electoral college. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.welshlabour.org.uk/  

TOP 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes in 2 days 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant Draft 
Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment (Scotland 
only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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