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Home Affairs 

Prime Minister's Questions 

Mr. Cameron: …two years ago I asked the Prime Minister about the extremist group 
Hizb ut-Tahrir and why, despite an explicit promise by Tony Blair that it would be banned, 
it still has not been banned. Hizb ut-Tahrir’s constitution states that non-Muslims are  

“combatants in the battlefield” and that their 
“blood is…lawful…as is their property”. 

Although he has not been able to ban Hizb ut-Tahrir, can the Prime Minister at least 
assure me that this extremist group has not received any public money? 

The Prime Minister: I am not aware of Hizb ut-Tahrir receiving any public money. 
If the right hon. Gentleman has evidence of that, perhaps he will give it to me. 

Mr. Cameron: … two schools have been established by an extremist Islamist foundation, 
the ISF or Islamic Shaksiyah Foundation, which is a front organisation for Hizb ut-Tahrir. 
The ISF has secured a total of £113,000 of Government money, some of which was from 
the pathfinder scheme, whose objective is meant to be preventing violent extremism.  … 

The Prime Minister: … this will be looked into in every detail. I am told that the 
two schools that the right hon. Gentleman referred to have been inspected. I will 
look at the results of those inspections and write to him. We are dealing with 
grants of £113,000 of public money, as he said, and two schools that I do not 
know the names of, and I shall look at this matter very carefully. 

Mr. Cameron: … there can be no doubt that the organisation that I mentioned is a front 
organisation for Hizb ut-Tahrir. Two of its four trustees are members of Hizb ut-Tahrir, 
and the head teacher and proprietor of one of the schools—a school in Slough—are 
members of Hizb ut-Tahrir.  … 

The Prime Minister: … Let me also say—let us be clear about this—that the vast 
majority of Muslims in our country are part of the law-abiding majority of this 
country. I do not want it to be said that those people who are citizens of our 
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country who hold the Muslim faith are to be held responsible for acts of terrorism. 
Where there is abuse, it will be investigated. In the case of Hizb ut-Tahrir, we have 
investigated and looked at it. It is not a proscribed organisation and if the right hon. 
Gentleman has new evidence that should make us proscribe it, we shall look at it 
again. … 

Mr. Cameron: … This is an organisation that said Jews should be killed “wherever you 
find them”. That is what that organisation says. Let me ask the Prime Minister about 
another organisation because there is a sense that this Government have just not got a 
grip on the issue of Islamic extremism. Take the group Islam for the UK. The leader of 
this group, Anjum Chaudri, claims that the 9/11 bombers were “magnificent” people 

“carrying out their Islamic responsibility”. 
The group has apparently called for 

“blood on the streets of London and New York”. 
… Is it not the case that people will see that we have a Government who say they want 
to prevent extremism, yet their money is funding extremists; that we have a Government 
who say we should not have extremist-led schools, yet we have those schools? … 

The Prime Minister: To proscribe an organisation, we need full evidence and that 
evidence needs to be looked at in detail in the cold light of day, and I think the 
right hon. Gentleman may regret some of the remarks he has made this morning. 
… We are doing everything in our power to deal with the terrorist threat in this 
country and I thought it was a matter of all-party consensus that proscription 
should be on the basis of evidence, which was clearly proven, of advocating 
violence. That is the position that both parties accepted; that is the position that we 
will continue to follow. 

To read the full transcript see 
http://www.parliament.the-stationery-
office.co.uk/pa/cm/cmtoday/cmdebate/02.htm#hddr_3  

 
 
 
Scotland Office 

UK Government agrees new powers to strengthen Devolution    
The overall size of Scotland's budget will be decided in Scotland in future under the most 
radical change to the nation's finances since the Barnett Formula 30 years ago, the UK 
Government announced today. 
Income tax levels will be set in Scotland and other tax powers such as stamp duty, 
landfill tax and aggregates levy will be devolved to Holyrood … the UK Government is 
taking forward action on 39 of the 42 Calman recommendations that are its responsibility. 
The tax proposals from the UK Government would give the Scottish Parliament 
responsibility for raising a significant proportion of its budget - around £4.5bn at current 
rates. 
The new income tax power means the basic and higher rates of income tax set by the 
UK Government will be reduced by 10 pence in the pound in Scotland. The block grant 
from the UK will be reduced accordingly. It will then be for the Scottish Parliament to 
make an annual decision on the  Scottish rate of income tax. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotlandoffice.gov.uk/scotlandoffice/13041.html 
 
 
White Paper 
Scotland's Future in the United Kingdom 
http://www.scotlandoffice.gov.uk/scotlandoffice/files/Scotland%27s%20Future%20in%20t
he%20United%20Kingdom.pdf  
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Scottish Government 

Timetable for Calman changes    
… Any further delay would be inexcusable. The argument that the 'Calman package' 
must be implemented as a whole has already been shown to be specious, not least by 
Sir Kenneth himself. … The First Minister has written to the Prime Minister proposing that 
these Orders be considered at a Privy Council meeting as soon as possible, paving the 
way for legislative change early next year. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/11/25154238 

 
 
Wales Office 

No Westminster veto on referendum, pledges Peter Hain 
 … Mr Hain said: “I give this pledge to this Assembly today.  If I am the Secretary of State 
in receipt of an Assembly request to call a referendum, I would not veto that 
request. More than that, I would vote YES for the powers I have long believed in and 
indeed legislated for in 2006.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.walesoffice.gov.uk/2009/11/25/no-westminster-veto-on-referendum-pledges-
peter-hain/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Israel: EU External Trade 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer whether HM Revenue and 
Customs has had contact with its Dutch counterpart in relation to its investigation into 
whether Ahava products originate in whole or in part from the Palestinian Occupied 
Territories. [300307] 

Mr. Timms: There has been no contact. 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer what (a) volume and (b) monetary 
value of Ahava products was imported to the UK in the last 12 months; and what 
proportion of such imports was eligible for the trading preference under the EU-Israel 
Trade Agreement. [300308] 

Mr. Timms: Commercial confidentiality makes it inappropriate to provide this 
information for an individual supplier. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091124/text/91124w00
11.htm#09112464000020  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Children, Schools and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html  
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/11/25154238
http://www.walesoffice.gov.uk/2009/11/25/no-westminster-veto-on-referendum-pledges-peter-hain/
http://www.walesoffice.gov.uk/2009/11/25/no-westminster-veto-on-referendum-pledges-peter-hain/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091124/text/91124w0011.htm#09112464000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091124/text/91124w0011.htm#09112464000020
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html
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Constitutional Reform and Governance Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/constitutionalreformandgovernance.html  
 
Crime and Security Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/crimeandsecurity.html 
 
** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmbills/005/amend/pbc0052411a.3-
8.html  
 
Flood and Water Management Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/floodandwatermanagement.html  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes in 6 days 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant Draft 
Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment (Scotland 
only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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