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Home Affairs 

House of Lords 

Prorogation speech 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91112-
0004.htm#09111248000036  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Crime: Religiously Aggravated Offences 
Lord Vinson: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many cases of religiously 
aggravated crime against (a) Christians, (b) Jews, (c) Muslims, (d) Sikhs, (e) Buddhists, 
(f) Hindus, and (g) persons of no religious belief, were recorded in each year since April 
2003; and how many of those crimes involved violence. [HL6189] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of 
Spithead): The information requested is not collected centrally. The Home Office 
collects statistics on recorded racially or religiously aggravated offences for some 
specific categories of offence. However, it is not possible to determine from the 
police recorded crime data whether an offence was of a racial or religious nature 
because the data received is in aggregate form. In addition, the recorded crime 
data series does not collect any information on the religion of victims. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91112w0005.htm#0911
1249001153  

TOP 
 

http://tinyurl.com/y9y8vs6
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91112-0004.htm#09111248000036
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91112-0004.htm#09111248000036
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91112w0005.htm#09111249001153
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91112w0005.htm#09111249001153


 
2 

 

 

Community Relations 

Communities and Local Government 

Interfaith Week: speech by John Denham 
 … There are those who believe that government has an instrumentalist view of faith. 
That we are only interested in faith groups when we have a problem to solve. By 
contrast, they want faith to be respected in its own right; not as a prop to Government. 
I agree. Government should respect - should value, prize and celebrate - those things 
which matter to its citizens. And for many citizens in this country, their faith shapes and 
defines who they are. Any government which treats that lightly will govern badly. 
But I also believe that our relationship, though starting with respect, can also properly be 
deeper. … 
We can't - and shouldn't try to legislate and regulate for every aspect of behaviour. So 
good government is understandably and sensibly interested in the factors which motivate 
and drive them. 
We must understand and appreciate the forces and institutions which shape people's 
attitudes and values, and how that is reflected in their behaviour. 
It matters to government what shapes the obligations of parents to children and children 
to parents. How they perceive their responsibilities to the world beyond our shores. How 
altruism shapes the part they play in their community of their interest in volunteering. 
Of course, faith groups aren't the only sources of such values - nor is it necessary to 
have faith to be deeply moral and profoundly altruistic. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/corporate/interfaithweek2009  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

Celebration as Holocaust Bill is given Royal Assent 
The Government have warmly welcomed the giving of Royal Assent to the Holocaust 
(Return of Cultural Objects) Private Member’s Bill, as proposed by Andrew Dismore MP. 
… [he] said “Once it becomes an Act, the Bill will right a long-standing injustice by giving 
powers to museums and galleries to return pieces of art and cultural objects taken from 
their rightful owners during the period of the Nazi regime. 
“Whilst I do not envisage the Act having to be used very frequently, this is an important 
moral step, to ensure that we can close yet a further chapter on the appalling crimes of 
the Holocaust.” … 
Culture Minister Margaret Hodge, said: 
“This is a wonderful day, both for Andrew and those who will benefit from this change in 
legislation.  For too long, families who had heirlooms stolen from them by the Nazis were 
unable to reclaim them, although they were the rightful owners.  This new Act will restore 
the possibility for families who suffered so terribly during the Nazi era, to get some justice 
by getting back their heirlooms.”      
Lord Janner of Braunstone Q.C., who supported this Bill through the Lords, said: 
“The issue of restitution is of vital importance to me.  My entire family in Lithuania and 
Latvia were murdered by the Nazis, the killers stole all of their property.  This bill will at 
least give families of some holocaust victims the power to reclaim some of their family 
property, which is in Britain. … 
Anne Webber, Co-chair of the Commission for Looted Art in Europe, said: 
“This is a great step forward and confirms Britain’s commitment to providing justice even 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/corporate/interfaithweek2009
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at this late stage.  Objects taken by the Nazis have immense meaning to the families 
concerned and returning them provides some small measure of justice and consolation 
for the lives that were destroyed.  We greatly appreciate the role of ministers and officials 
at the DCMS and particularly of Andrew Dismore MP who introduced and spearheaded 
this bill, and hope other countries which have not yet made restitution possible will follow 
Britain’s lead.” 
Scottish Government Culture Minister Michael Russell said: 
 “The Royal Assent to the Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill is a significant 
moment and demonstrates the importance the Scottish Government and the UK 
Government place on this issue.   
“Introducing this legislation alongside the rest of the UK, ensures that should any 
instances arise, Scotland’s National Institutions will have the ability to return cultural 
objects that were looted during the Holocaust era to their rightful owners.  I firmly believe 
this is the right thing to do.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/media_releases/6438.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Foreign Visits 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what facilities his Department offered Ehud Barak during his visit to the UK in September 
2009; and what meetings took place between Mr. Barak and representatives of the 
Government. [299217] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis [holding answer 10 November 2009]: We adhere to our 
international legal obligations to implement appropriate security measures for all 
visits by foreign dignitaries to the UK to ensure their safety and dignity are not 
compromised, but we do not discuss the details of any protection arrangements 
that may be provided for public figures as to do so may compromise their safety. 
Mr. Barak met my right hon. Friends the Prime Minister, the Foreign Secretary and 
the Defence Secretary. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091112/text/91112w00
46.htm#0911136000337  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they, the 
European Union and United Nations agencies have made to the Government of Israel 
about persons under 18 arrested in the West Bank and convicted by military tribunals on 
confession evidence obtained in the absence of parents or legal advisers; whether such 
representations referred to the number of education or family visits during their 
sentences in Israeli prisons; and what replies have been received. [HL6285] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Kinnock 
of Holyhead): We are extremely concerned by aspects of the Israeli military 
justice and detention system, including allegations of Palestinian children being 
detained and interrogated without access to a lawyer or to visits by family 
members; and allegations that they are subjected to treatment that breaches the 
UN Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman, and Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment of 1984, in order to obtain confessions. 
The Government expressed their concern about this issue at the Human Rights 
Council in November 2008. It was also one of several concerns highlighted in a 
report, published in May 2009, by the UN Committee Against Torture. Israel is a 

http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/media_releases/6438.aspx
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091112/text/91112w0046.htm#0911136000337
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091112/text/91112w0046.htm#0911136000337
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state party to both the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989 and the 
UN Convention against Torture of 1984. Israel has also stated it takes seriously its 
periodic reports before the treaty bodies, using them as an opportunity for in-depth 
self-examination. We strongly urge Israel to abide by its obligations in the UN 
conventions and other relevant rules of international law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91112w0006.htm#0911
1249001168  
 

Origin Marking: Israel 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 16 July 2009, Official Report, column 568W, on origin marking: 
Israel, for what reasons the proposals on labelling of goods originating from Israeli 
settlements have not been published for public consultation; and when he expects the 
proposals to be published. [299874] 

Jim Fitzpatrick: It has not been possible to reply to the hon. Member in the time 
available before Prorogation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091112/text/91112w00
02.htm#09111261000026  
 

 
United Nations 

Council must do more to protect civilians in armed conflict – UN rights chief 
The United Nations human rights chief today called on the Security Council to put more 
muscle into protecting civilians in armed conflict, citing Israel’s war in Gaza and the 
situations in Darfur, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Afghanistan as 
examples of the need to end impunity. …“Israeli forces killed well over 1,000 civilians and 
attacked homes, schools, mosques, food and water installations, and UN facilities,” she 
said, noting also the indiscriminate launching of rockets and mortars into southern Israel 
by armed Palestinian groups in Gaza, killing Israeli civilians and causing terror and 
trauma among communities in disregard of international law.  
“Collective punishment, as evidenced by the crippling Israeli blockade and the 
devastating military offensive, is a violation of international human rights and 
humanitarian law, as are the forcible evictions of Arabs, the demolition of homes, and the 
expropriation of occupied East Jerusalem lands for Israeli settlements,” she added. 
“Until meaningful steps are taken to end impunity for these violations and assert the 
applicability of international law, peace and security will remain illusive for all the people 
of the region,” she said, urging the Council to embrace the report’s recommendations to 
secure accountability for all perpetrators, and to fully integrate human rights guarantees 
into peacemaking efforts.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32922&Cr=armed+conflict&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Prorogation 
Both Houses of Parliament officially prorogued on 12 November and will meet again for 
the State Opening of Parliament on 18 November. Marking the formal end to the 
parliamentary year, prorogation is the period between the end of a session of Parliament 
and the State Opening which begins the next session. 
During the prorogation announcement the following13 Bills became Acts of Parliament: 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91112w0006.htm#09111249001168
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91112w0006.htm#09111249001168
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091112/text/91112w0002.htm#09111261000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091112/text/91112w0002.htm#09111261000026
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32922&Cr=armed+conflict&Cr1
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• Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Bill 
• Autism Bill 
• Coroners and Justice Bill 
• Driving Instruction (Suspension and Exemption Powers) Bill 
• Green Energy (Definition and Promotion) Bill 
• Health Bill 
• Holocaust (Return of  Cultural Objects) Bill 
• Law Commission Bill 
• Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Bill 
• Marine and Coastal Access Bill 
• Perpetuities and Accumulations Bill 
• Policing and Crime Bill 
• Welfare Reform Bill 

 
 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Commons consideration of Lords amendment 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091112/debtext/91112-
0006.htm  
 

Proceeding 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/169/pro1691211p.497-
498.html  
 

Returned to Lords from Commons with agreement to Lords amendment 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91112-
0004.htm#09111245000303  
  
** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

Joint Committee on Human Rights Report: Legislative Scrutiny: Equality Bill 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200809/jtselect/jtrights/169/169.pdf  
 

  
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
  
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
  
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html 
 

Commons consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091112/debtext/91112-
0009.htm#09111250000002  
 

Proceeding 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/168/pro1681211p.499.html  
 

Returned to Lords from Commons with agreement to Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91112-
0004.htm#09111245000304   
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant Draft 
Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment (Scotland 
only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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