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Home Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Sex Discrimination (Religious Organisations) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/halltext/91111
h0001.htm#09111144000001  
 

includes: 
col 80WH  Dr Harris: … By allowing exemptions for religious organisations to seek to 
discriminate, we have the balance broadly right. We do not allow it on racial grounds. 
There have been religions across the world that have sought to have racial discrimination 
in their outlook, and they would run into difficulties here. There would be a clear clash of 
their right to believe with the right to non-discrimination set out in our equality law. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/halltext/91111
h0002.htm  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Counter-Terrorism 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many 
people have received assistance from the Channel project for vulnerable individuals at 
risk of extremism since 1 January 2009; how many such people were under (a) 16 years 
and (b) 12 years old; how many such people were not Muslim; what evaluation of the 

http://tinyurl.com/y9y8vs6
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/halltext/91111h0001.htm#09111144000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/halltext/91111h0001.htm#09111144000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/halltext/91111h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/halltext/91111h0002.htm
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outcomes of the programme has been undertaken; what proportion of people assisted by 
the Channel project were found to have been at risk of becoming violent extremists; and 
on what grounds such findings were made. [296635] 

Mr. Hanson [holding answer 2 November 2009]: We hold the following data on 
Channel which covers the period April 2007-December 2008: 
Between April 2007-December 2008: 

• 228 referrals were made to the Channel Project 
• The known age range of those referred to Channel as potentially vulnerable 

to violent extremism and in need of multi-agency support was seven-50 
years. 

• The majority of referrals were aged between 15-24 years; 
• Of those referred to Channel as potentially vulnerable to violent extremism 

and in need of multi-agency support 93 per cent. were male. 
We will be publishing, shortly, a guidance document on Channel for partnerships. 
This document will include and reflect feedback and the implementation lessons 
learned from some of the longest running sites. 
There is no single profile of a violent extremist. There are a range of factors and 
vulnerabilities that may facilitate the process of radicalisation. Delivering the 
Prevent Strategy: An Updated Guide for Local Partners includes a description of 
the factors that might make a person more susceptible to exploitation by violent 
extremists. These include: open support for violent extremist causes; possession 
of violent extremist material and behavioural change. Local partners work together 
and use their professional judgement to assess an individual’s vulnerability to 
being drawn in to violent extremism. 
Referrals are made on the basis of this assessment. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w00
14.htm#09111184000032  
 

Crimes Against Humanity: Prosecutions 
Andrew Rosindell: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice what recent representations 
he has received on the prosecution of (a) genocide and (b) war crimes in UK courts. 
[298213] 

Claire Ward: We have received representations recently from a number of 
sources, including from non-government organisations, parliamentarians and 
members of the public, about genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. 
We have introduced new measures in the Coroners and Justice Bill to strengthen 
the law on these categories of crimes. Firstly, the provisions amend the 
International Criminal Court Act 2001 so as to cover the offences of genocide, war 
crimes and crimes against humanity to 1 January 1991 as far as the legal 
principles applicable to retrospection allow. Secondly, we are providing more 
certainty to the term “UK resident” in the 2001 Act by adding a list of specific 
categories of people who are to be treated as UK residents to the extent this 
would not otherwise be the case. These include those in custody and those in the 
UK applying for asylum (including failed asylum seekers). We have also included a 
non-exclusive list of factors that a court must have regard to in determining 
whether a person is a UK resident, including the purpose of being in the UK and 
family and other connections. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w00
25.htm#09111186000049  
 

Faith Schools: Finance 
Paul Holmes: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what 
grants his Department has made to independent faith schools in the last 12 months. 
[297849] 

Ms Diana R. Johnson [holding answer 5 November 2009]: There are more than 
900 independent faith schools registered with the Department for Children, 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w0014.htm#09111184000032
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w0014.htm#09111184000032
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w0025.htm#09111186000049
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w0025.htm#09111186000049
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Schools and Families. A school can seek faith designation at any time, so an 
answer to this question could be provided only by examining the date at which 
individual schools sought designation, and the payments made after that time. 
Therefore this question could be answered only at disproportionate cost. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w00
34.htm#0911126000018  

TOP 
 

 
 

Community Relations 

Communities and Local Government 

Government wants to engage with faith communities on social challenges 
Recognising the important role that faith plays in the lives of individuals, at the national 
launch of England's first-ever Inter Faith Week, Communities Secretary John Denham 
will invite the views of faith communities on how to tackle some of the big challenges 
facing society, like parenting and the environment. … Mr Denham believes that the 
values which faith groups share - justice, equality, engagement - and the aim of Inter 
Faith Week to bring people of faith and no faith together, could be a starting point for 
building consensus for a stronger, fairer society. …  
Mr Denham welcomes the practical value to society in having faith groups work closely 
together to overcome social division, promote cohesion and build social capital. The 
efforts of faith groups to build relationships at a local level - not only amongst 
themselves, but also with the police, politicians and councils - has helped manage 
tension in the face of extreme provocation from right-wing extremists. 
To support this, faith communities around the country are set to receive £2m to 
encourage more local inter faith activity, helping to bring people from different 
backgrounds together to tackle shared problems. … "I am confirming that we are making 
£2m available through the Faiths in Action programme; which faith, inter faith, voluntary 
and community sector groups can bid for to support projects which will bring people of 
faith and without faith together to overcome social division and promote cohesion. Faith 
is a strong and powerful source of honesty, solidarity, generosity - the very values which 
are essential to politics, to our economy and our society." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1381169  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

Israel 
includes 
Baroness Deech: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they will take to make 
the Trades Union Congress aware of their position on boycotts of Israel. 
 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Kinnock of 
Holyhead): My Lords, we discuss policy frequently with a wide range of stakeholders, 
including the TUC. I chair a regular meeting with TUC leaders as part of this dialogue. 
We agree on a great many issues, especially the need to achieve a just, two-state 
solution. As part of this dialogue, we have made very clear the Government’s stance on 
boycotts. 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w0034.htm#0911126000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w0034.htm#0911126000018
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1381169
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Baroness Deech: … Does she agree that British unions display an unbalanced fixation 
in calling for boycotts of Israel in the light of extensive human rights violations and 
occupations, including security fences, in other countries, such as Sri Lanka, Saudi 
Arabia, Morocco in relation to Western Sahara, Iran and northern Cyprus, which do not 
elicit such calls? 
Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead: … I reiterate that the United Kingdom believes that 
disinvestment, sanctions and boycotts directed at Israel would be counterproductive. 
Isolation of Israel would advance neither Britain’s influence nor, most important, the 
prospects of peace in the Middle East.  … 
 

Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead: … the British Government have been very clear at all 
times on the issue of illegal settlements, which we see as an obstacle to peace. The 
Government are exploring the possibility of improving the labelling of produce from the 
West Bank. We are also working with the European Union to ensure that goods from 
settlements do not benefit from the EU trading agreements with Israel. We believe that 
this is an issue of individual choice and that all retailers and consumers should have the 
information that they need to decide what produce they wish to buy. I say to my noble 
friend that we have worked very well with the TUC on this initiative in the past and hope 
to continue to do so in the future. 
Lord Wright of Richmond: My Lords, does the Minister accept that many, if not all, calls 
for boycotts of Israel reflect genuine and justifiable concern about the constant erosion of 
Palestinian rights in the Occupied Territories, not least the continuing expansion of illegal 
settlements in both the West Bank and Jerusalem …? 
Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead: My Lords, settlement activity is illegal. It prejudges 
peace talks and must be halted immediately. This includes, of course, in east Jerusalem, 
to which the noble Lord alluded. … 
Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, does the Minister accept that the sympathy and 
support that many of us have for the security of the state of Israel rest on our 
understanding that Israel is a democracy with a deep commitment to the rule of law? If 
we are asked, as the noble Baroness, Lady Deech, suggested, to judge Israel by the 
standard only of Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka and Morocco, Israel is in severe danger of 
losing that moral advantage. … 
 

To read the full transcript see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91111-
0001.htm#09111141000671  

 
 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

British-Israel Research and Academic Exchange 
Mr. Willetts: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills 
how many UK-based academics have participated in the British-Israel Research and 
Academic Exchange (BIRAX) scheme since 2008; and what level of funding has been 
provided by his Department for the scheme. [299734] 

Mr. Lammy: The Britain Israel Research and Academic Exchange partnerships 
scheme (BIRAX) is largely privately funded with a start-up contribution of £20,000 
from the Government including £15,000 from the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills. The first round of awards was announced by the British 
Council in October 2009. A total of 15 projects have been successful in obtaining 
BIRAX grants and these will involve 44 UK-based academics in the current 
academic year. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w00
53.htm#0911126000170  
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91111-0001.htm#09111141000671
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91111-0001.htm#09111141000671
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w0053.htm#0911126000170
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w0053.htm#0911126000170
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Gilad Shalit 
Mr. Lidington: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent representations he has made to governments of Arab states to secure the 
release of Gilad Shalit. [298555] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We continue to call on Hamas to release Gilad Shalit without 
further delay or conditions. I met Noam Shalit, Gilad's father, in Tel Aviv in August 
2009 to demonstrate our ongoing support. On the same visit, I also stressed the 
need for his immediate release to those I met within the Palestinian Authority. 
Since then, in discussions at the UN, we have also made clear to Arab 
governments and others the need for his immediate release. 

Mr. Lidington: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with human rights organisations on Gilad Shalit since July 
2009; and if he will make a statement. [298561] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: During recent exchanges with non-governmental organisations 
on the Goldstone report, we have continued to stress the need for Hamas to 
release Gilad Shalit without further delay or conditions. 

Mr. Lidington: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has had recent discussions with representatives of the Arab League on Gilad 
Shalit. [298562] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We continue to call on Hamas to release Gilad Shalit without 
further delay or conditions. In recent discussions at the UN, we have made clear to 
all concerned, including the Arab League, the need for his immediate release. 

Mr. Lidington: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether (a) he, (b) ministerial colleagues and (c) officials of (i) his Department and (ii) 
other Government Departments have had recent discussions with representatives of (A) 
the Palestinian authority, (B) Hamas and (c) Hezbollah on Gilad Shalit. [298563] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We continue to call on Hamas which is holding Gilad Shalit to 
release him without further delay or conditions. While we welcome the videotape 
released by Hamas on 2 October 2009 as part of a prisoner-swap deal, the 
continued captivity of Gilad Shafit is utterly unacceptable. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w00
43.htm#0911126000075  
 

 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Martin Caton (2270) Berlanty Azzam and Bethlehem University – That this House 
congratulates Bethlehem University on its scheme to bring students from Gaza to the 
university to study; is shocked, however, to learn that one student, Ms Berlanty Azzam, 
who is in her fourth year majoring in business administration, was arrested by the Israeli 
military, blindfolded, handcuffed and transferred from Bethlehem to Gaza in the middle of 
the night; recognises that whilst the Israeli-controlled population registry lists Ms Azzam 
as residing in the Gaza Strip, she has lived in Bethlehem since 2005; calls on the Israeli 
authorities to allow her to complete her degree; and urges the Government to protest 
against the unjust Israeli policy that bans Palestinian residents of Gaza from studying in 
the West Bank. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=39534&SESSION=899  

TOP 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w0043.htm#0911126000075
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w0043.htm#0911126000075
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=39534&SESSION=899


 
6 

 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Anti-Semitism: Eastern Europe 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with his EU counterparts on levels of anti-Semitism in (a) 
Ukraine, (b) Latvia and (c) Estonia since January 2009; what plans he has to hold further 
such discussions; and if he will make a statement. [R] [298345] 

Chris Bryant: We and our EU partners continue to attach high importance to the 
issue of anti-Semitism. Respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and the 
rights of people belonging to minorities in line with international standards are core 
EU values. 
Ukraine must abide by these standards and values if it is to deepen its relationship 
with the EU. In Ukraine, we have raised our concerns with the authorities and will 
continue do so whenever necessary. 
In Latvia, our embassy in Riga maintains a positive dialogue with the Latvian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Jewish community and likeminded partners, 
focused on the resolution of claims relating to the restitution of Jewish property 
and the demarcation of Jewish sites. 
We are not aware of any current issues in Estonia but continue to work closely 
with all EU partners to combat all forms of racism, including anti-Semitism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w00
41.htm#0911126000066  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Lords consideration of  Commons reasons and amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91111-
0005.htm#09111141000679  
 

Lords amendment in lieu, insistence and reasons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/169/09169.1-6.html  
 

Commons consideration of Lords Message 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/169/amend/pbc1691211m.15
65-1566.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

  
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
  
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w0041.htm#0911126000066
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091111/text/91111w0041.htm#0911126000066
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91111-0005.htm#09111141000679
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91111-0005.htm#09111141000679
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/169/09169.1-6.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/169/amend/pbc1691211m.1565-1566.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/169/amend/pbc1691211m.1565-1566.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
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** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html 
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91111-
0004.htm#09111141000678  
 

Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/168/2009168.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes on Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/168/en/2009168en.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Parliament 

** Criminal Justice and Licensing Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/24-CrimJustLc/index.htm  
 

Stage 1 report: Non-invasive post-mortem 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/reports-09/jur09-18-03.htm#61  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Centre for Social Cohesion 

Anwar Al-Awlaki: the UK conncetion    
http://www.socialcohesion.co.uk/files/1257955617_1.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant Draft 
Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment (Scotland 
only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91111-0004.htm#09111141000678
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91111-0004.htm#09111141000678
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/168/2009168.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/168/en/2009168en.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/24-CrimJustLc/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/reports-09/jur09-18-03.htm#61
http://www.socialcohesion.co.uk/files/1257955617_1.pdf
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/charging09/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/charging09/
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolidationconsultation.aspx
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolidationconsultation.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-families/pvglegislation/Consultation09
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-families/pvglegislation/Consultation09
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