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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Britain-Israel Research and Academic Exchange 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assistance his Department has provided to the Britain-Israel Research and Academic 
Exchange partnership in the last 12 months; what assistance he plans to provide to that 
organisation in the next six months; and if he will make a statement. [R] [298348] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Britain-Israel Research and Academic Exchange was 
announced jointly by UK and Israeli Prime Ministers in July 2008. The Government 
have contributed £20,000 in the last 12 months. The funding given has already 
been put to good use, to pay for start-up costs. Representatives from the British 
Council and our embassy in Tel Aviv are members of the scheme’s administrative 
committee. We intend to continue our support and have earmarked £5,000 for the 
current financial year. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091110/text/91110w00
35.htm#09111081000114  
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Lindsay Roy: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
his most recent assessment is of the state of relations between Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority; and if he will make a statement. [298971] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Relations between Israel and the Palestinian Authority are 
currently under strain because of disagreements over how to relaunch the peace 
process and who is to blame for the lack of progress. 
The Government, from my right hon. Friend the Prime Minister down, work closely 
with them, and our international partners, to find a way to launch a credible 
process with a credible prospect of achieving a two-state solution. 
We have made it clear that we fully support US President Barack Obama's 
initiative to kick-start political negotiations. We believe urgent progress is essential 
to build confidence throughout the region. 

Lindsay Roy: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with the US administration on progress towards peace in 
the Middle East. [298972] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The US Administration, from the President down, have made 
clear their commitment to restarting negotiations and continue to work towards 
that goal. We are offering them our full support, as my right hon. Friend the 
Foreign Secretary made clear to US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on 11 
October and Senator George Mitchell on 28 October 2009. 
While significant obstacles undoubtedly remain, the alternatives to credible 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091110/text/91110w0035.htm#09111081000114
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091110/text/91110w0035.htm#09111081000114
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negotiations towards a two-state solution are far worse. We believe urgent 
progress is essential to build confidence throughout the region. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091110/text/91110w00
35.htm#09111081000119  

 
Gaza 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government how much of the £20 million pledged by 
them in March 2009 at Sharm el-Sheikh for relief and reconstruction in Gaza and 
economic development has been spent; and how much they have spent so far in 2009—
10 in the West Bank and Gaza. [HL6008] 

Lord Brett: The UK pledged £30 million at the Sharm el-Sheikh conference, of 
which £20 million was allocated for reconstruction and £10 million for early 
recovery. We are already funding a number of early recovery projects, such as 
cash for work schemes employing people to clear rubble and repair agricultural 
roads, and expect to spend the full £10 million allocated for this purpose by March 
2010. However, due to restrictions on the entry of building materials into Gaza, the 
UK has not yet been able to spend any of the funding earmarked for 
reconstruction. We stand ready to provide support as soon as the situation 
improves, and continue to press the Israeli Government for improved access to 
Gaza for aid, aid workers and reconstruction materials. 
The UK has spent £16.9 million in the West Bank and Gaza so far this financial 
year, including £5.2 million in humanitarian assistance to Gaza, and £10 million in 
support to the Palestinian Authority to enable it to provide essential public 
services. We have also provided nearly £20 million to the UN Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) to provide support to Palestinian refugees, of which around half 
is allocated to Gaza and the West Bank. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91110w0004.htm#0911
1072000640  
 

Syria: Overseas Aid 
Jeremy Corbyn: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assistance his Department has provided to Syria (a) directly and (b) through multi-lateral 
agencies for assistance to Palestinian refugees in each year since 2002. [299219] 

Mr. Michael Foster: Department for International Development (DFID) support to 
Palestinian refugees in Syria is through the UN Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) who assist more than 450,000 refugees providing them with education, 
health care, social support and microfinance opportunities. Most of our assistance 
is core funding to UNRWA's budget of which approximately 8.5 per cent. is spent 
in Syria. An annual breakdown is in the following table. In 2007 the UK committed 
£100 million over five years in core funding to UNRWA. 

£ million 

 UK funding to UNRWA general  
fund (calendar year) 

Estimated UNRWA spend  
in Syria (per calendar year) 

2002 13 1.10 

2003 15.5 1.31 

2004 8.5 0.72 

2005 13 1.10 

2006 16.2 1.37 

2007 15.6 1.33 

2008 19 1.61 

2009 20 1.70 
 

In addition to this funding, the Department for International Development provided 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091110/text/91110w0035.htm#09111081000119
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091110/text/91110w0035.htm#09111081000119
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91110w0004.htm#09111072000640
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91110w0004.htm#09111072000640
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a total of £2.6 million between 2001 and 2006 to help develop UNRWA's 
education system by strengthening management from headquarter to school level. 
This support helped improve the education provided to all Palestinian refugee 
children across the region, including in Syria. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091110/text/91110w00
08.htm#09111066000082  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Promoting tolerance in the Middle East  
Ivan Lewis met with youth leaders from One Voice, a grass roots organisation which 
promotes tolerance, dialogue and moderation in the Middle East … Ivan Lewis asked 
them about their day to day experiences of life in the Middle East and what they thought 
the Government can do to promote these messages of moderation, both in the UK and in 
the region. The visit was part of the One Voice educational tour of the UK which runs 
from 9-20 November. 
The minister praised the One Voice delegation for making the case that the only route to 
peace is not the constant adversarial conflict, war and violence, mistrust and hatred, but 
the building of a peace settlement via that two state solution.  
Following the meeting Ivan Lewis said:   
 "We’re proud to be friends of both the Palestinians and the Israelis. We believe that the 
meeting I’ve had today with a young Palestinian and young Israeli under the banner of 
One Voice is an example: here you have two young people who are representing hope 
both in promoting the concept of peace in the United Kingdom, but also saying the only 
route to peace is a two state solution. There is no other alternative game in town. A 
viable Palestinian state and a secure Israel."  … 
To read the full press release and watch a short video see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=21165016  
 
Ivan Lewis meets members of the Israeli Knesset  
Ivan Lewis met with five members of the Israeli Knesset to stress the importance of UK-
Israel bilateral relations and express concern that some Israeli actions in East Jerusalem 
were unnecessarily provocative.  
During his meeting on Monday 9 November, Mr Lewis stressed the importance of the 
UK-Israel bilateral relationship and the importance that the British Government attached 
to launching a process towards a credible Middle East peace. He expressed his deep 
concern that some Israeli actions in East Jerusalem were unnecessarily provocative. He 
also stressed the Government's opposition to efforts by some to boycott Israel, saying 
that such moves were counterproductive and did not help make progress towards 
peace. Mr Lewis also made clear UK concerns about Iran's intentions, and diplomatic 
efforts to resolve the issue. 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=21158944  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Anti-Semitism: Poland 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on incidents of anti-Semitism in Poland since July 2009; what 
recent discussions he has had with the government of Poland on the matter; and if he will 
make a statement. [298344] 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091110/text/91110w0008.htm#09111066000082
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091110/text/91110w0008.htm#09111066000082
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=21165016
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=21158944
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Chris Bryant: We have not received any reports regarding violent anti-Semitic 
incidents in Poland since July 2009 and we have not had any recent discussions 
with the Polish Government on this matter. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091110/text/91110w00
35.htm#09111081000113  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Proceedings, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/160/pro1600911p.485-
490.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/080/amend/ml080.1-7.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

  
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
  
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
  
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html 
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/079/amend/ml079-i.htm  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant Draft 
Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment (Scotland 
only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09  
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