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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Violent Extremism 
Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their response to the Institute 
of Race Relations report Spooked: How not to prevent violent extremism, which suggests 
that the Prevent programme for tackling extremism fosters division, mistrust and 
alienation. [HL5793] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of 
Spithead): Prevent, which is our long-term strategy to stop people becoming or 
supporting violent extremists, is an essential element of our counter terrorist 
strategy, CONTEST. We do not accept that it fosters division, mistrust or 
alienation. 
We are currently reviewing the report and will be providing a detailed response in 
due course. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91103w0005.htm#0911
03121000843  

 
Census 

Lord Laird: To ask Her Majesty's Government further to the Written Answer by Baroness 
Crawley on 13 July (WA 183—4), why providing options for Christian denominations in 
the 2011 census would not enable comparability with the 2001 census figures; what 
duties in relation to religious affiliation need to be fulfilled by public authorities under the 
Race Relations Act 1976; what are the extra Welsh religious categories that would be 
required were there a question on Christian denominations; whether religions other than 
Christianity have difficulty with their single question; and what form of equality monitoring 
and service planning users of census statistics undertake in relation to Christians and 
Buddhists. [HL5953] 

Baroness Crawley: … i) An expanded religion question would be likely to affect 
comparability with the 2001 Census data due to the different way that the question 
may be interpreted and answered. Testing of a religion question with expanded 
Christian denominations showed that some people thought of the new question in 
terms of religious practice rather than religious affiliation (which is the concept we 
are trying to measure) because of the specific tick-boxes for denominations, and 
there was evidence that some people chose ‘No religion’ when they would 
otherwise have picked ‘Christian’. … encouraging respondents to notice the 
Christian breakdown boxes could have the unintended effect of drawing 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91103w0005.htm#091103121000843
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91103w0005.htm#091103121000843
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respondents’ attention away from the remaining religion tick-boxes and making 
them less visible. This could lead to incomplete and incorrect data and a possible 
undercount for the remaining religions. … 
ii) Respondents to the Office for National Statistics 2007 consultation on user 
requirements for information on ethnicity, identity, language and religion from the 
2011 Census emphasised the use of religion data to enable better understanding 
of the social and economic position of different religious and ethnic groups, and to 
help to identify cases of social exclusion. This information would be used to inform 
policy development and monitoring and enable public bodies to meet their 
statutory obligations under the Race Relations Act and other equality legislation. 
… Definitions of what constitutes an “ethnic group” are subject to much 
discussion. This is because membership of any ethnic group is something that is 
subjectively meaningful to the person concerned, and can be based upon a 
combination of categories such as country of birth, nationality, language, skin 
colour, national/geographical origin, racial group and religion. 
Although the ethnic group question was designed to capture information relevant 
to the Race Relations Act including colour and ethnic and national origins other 
concepts or groups relevant to this Act and other pieces of legislation may be 
captured more easily with other questions creating a suite of ethnicity questions 
including country of birth, citizenship, national identity, religion and language. … 
iv) Some Census users expressed a requirement for information that would break 
down the Muslim category but there is no evidence of difficulty with a single 
category for religions other than Christianity. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91103w0001.htm#0911
03121000816  

 
 
Office for Security and Counter Terrorism 

Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000: Update on 2009 consultation  
Subject to minor changes set out in the summary, [The Minister of State for Security, 
Counter-Terrorism, Crime and Policing] intend to take forward the proposals for 
secondary legislation described in the consultation document as soon as possible. 
The secondary legislation, and the related codes of practice, will include measures to: 

a) clarify the test of necessity and proportionality so techniques will not be used for 
trivial purposes such as investigating dog fouling or people putting bins out a day 
early 
b) raise the rank of authorising officer for RIPA techniques in local authorities to 
senior executive at a minimum of ‘Director’ level 
c) give elected councillors a role in overseeing the way local authorities use covert 
investigatory techniques 
d) require constituents’ communications with MPs on constituency business to be 
treated as confidential information, and therefore subject to authorisation by a 
higher rank of officer 
e) treat covert surveillance of legal consultations as ‘intrusive’ rather than ‘directed’ 
surveillance, meaning that it can only be carried out by a very limited number of 
public authorities, primarily the police and intelligence agencies, and only with 
independent approval 
f) clarify how provisions currently in the Policing and Crime Bill will reduce 
bureaucracy relating to RIPA in police collaborative units comprising two or 
more forces 

To read the full press release see 
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/news-speeches/update-on-the-2009-
cons  
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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Anti-Semitism 
John Mann: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families how 
many meetings of the cross-departmental working group on tackling anti-Semitism his 
Department’s official responsible for pupil safety and school responsibility has attended. 
[295894] 

Ms Diana R. Johnson: There have been 10 meetings of the Inter-Departmental 
Working Group to Tackle Anti-Semitism since June 2007, of which seven have 
been attended by officials from the Department for Children, Schools and 
Families. Officials advising on security in maintained schools have not attended 
but have briefed the secretariat directly or through their colleagues. A security 
official is expected to attend the next meeting. During the last two years DCSF 
Ministers have directly discussed concerns about security in Jewish schools on 
several occasions with, among others, representatives of the Community Security 
Trust and the Board of Deputies of British Jews. Relevant decisions have taken 
such concerns into account. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091103/text/91103w00
37.htm#09110418000005  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Nuclear Weapons 
Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to his oral answers to the hon. Members for Islington North and Lewes of 20 
October 2009, Official Report, columns 757 and 773, what steps he is taking to persuade 
Israel to (a) abandon its nuclear capability and (b) sign the nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty. [295576] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We are clear in our call, both privately and publicly, on Israel to 
accede to the nuclear non-proliferation treaty as a non-nuclear weapon state. We 
also call on Israel to ratify the comprehensive test ban treaty. 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Permanent Under Secretary, Peter Ricketts, 
emphasised our commitment to a Middle East free of weapons of mass 
destruction in meetings during his visit to Israel earlier this month. 
We continue to believe that a negotiated solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
delivering a viable Palestinian State alongside a secure Israel, is a critical part of 
achieving peace and security in the region. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091103/text/91103w00
36.htm#0911043000118  
 

Israel: Natural Gas 
Mr. Mullin: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills 
what recent representations he has received regarding a proposed agreement between 
the Israel Electric Corporation and British Gas to purchase gas from the Gaza Marine 
Field; and if he will make a statement. [293093] 

Ian Lucas: Ministers from the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills 
(BIS) have received no recent representations on a proposed agreement between 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091103/text/91103w0037.htm#09110418000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091103/text/91103w0037.htm#09110418000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091103/text/91103w0036.htm#0911043000118
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091103/text/91103w0036.htm#0911043000118
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the Israel Electric Corporation and BG Group to purchase gas from the Gaza 
Marine field. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091103/text/91103w00
46.htm#09110418000055  
 

Middle East: Overseas Aid 
Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
his most recent assessment is of the effectiveness of funding provided by (a) the 
Government and (b) the EU which has contributed to the Palestinian economy in the 
latest period for which figures are available; and if he will make a statement. [296651] 

Mr. Michael Foster: I have been asked to reply. 
The UK contributes to the Palestinian economy through budget support to the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) and support to the development of the private sector. 
Since March 2008, the UK Government have provided £53.5 million in budget 
support to the PA through the World Bank Trust Fund. The European Commission 
also provided £281 million to the Palestinian Authority (PA) through its PEGASE 
mechanism in 2008. The funding provided through the World Bank Trust Fund and 
PEGASE has enabled the PA to stabilise its finances and catch up with arrears of 
salary payments. This has helped stabilise the economy, reduce household debt 
and improve investor confidence. 
In May 2008 we set up the £3.3 million Facility for New Market Development to 
enable Palestinian businesses to develop new products and research new 
markets for their goods. This project has helped over 180 companies in both the 
West Bank and Gaza. The UK has also funded two conferences to encourage 
investment in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. These have resulted in the 
construction of a £25 million hotel development in Ramallah, the establishment of 
the Palestine British Business Council, and training courses for Palestinian IT 
professionals in Ramallah by Google. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091103/text/91103w00
36.htm#0911043000119  
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what steps he is taking to contribute to peace and stability in the Middle East; and 
what recent discussions he has had with the (a) Palestinian and (b) Israeli authorities on 
that matter. [296501] 

Chris Bryant [holding answer 2 November 2009]: From my right hon. Friend the 
Prime Minister down, we work closely with the Israeli and Palestinian authorities, 
and our international partners, to promote efforts towards a comprehensive peace 
in the Middle East. Most recently, the Prime Minister spoke to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu on 15 October, and my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke 
to Defence Minister Barak on 13 October and to Prime Minister Fayyad on 28 
October. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
support the UK is giving to the Palestinian Authority to improve its policing and security 
systems; and if he will make a statement. [296623] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The UK provides considerable support for security sector reform 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
Since March 2008, we have been funding a £1.16 million project to provide the 
Palestinian civilian police with information technology and communications 
equipment, and to help fund their criminal investigation training. 
We also support the work of the US Security Coordinator General Dayton. This 
includes advice to the Palestinian Ministry of the Interior, and support to a Senior 
Leadership Course which trains future leaders of the Palestinian security sector. 
A strong and reformed Palestinian security sector is central to the peace process 
and the establishment of a successful Palestinian state. The reforms undertaken 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091103/text/91103w0046.htm#09110418000055
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091103/text/91103w0046.htm#09110418000055
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091103/text/91103w0036.htm#0911043000119
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091103/text/91103w0036.htm#0911043000119
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by the Palestinian Authority have helped improve Israeli and US confidence in the 
capability of the Palestinian security forces, and delivered economic benefits for 
ordinary Palestinians. We will continue to work with the Palestinian Authority to 
build on these successes and further improve the security situation in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091103/text/91103w00
36.htm#0911043000120  

 
 

United Nations 
Ban calls on Israel to halt eviction of Palestinians in East Jerusalem 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today called on Israel to halt what he called 
“provocative” actions after another Palestinian family in East Jerusalem was evicted from 
their home, the latest in a series of similar incidents. In a statement issued by his 
spokesperson, Mr. Ban voiced dismay at continued Israeli actions in occupied East 
Jerusalem, including the demolition of Palestinian homes, the eviction of Palestinian 
families and the insertion of settlers into Palestinian neighbourhoods. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32834&Cr=&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/077/amend/am077-b.htm  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91103-
0010.htm#091103143000356  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91103-
0014.htm#091103162000147  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/074/amend/ml074-ii.htm  
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Other Relevant Information 

Ministry of Justice 

Government response to Equality and Human Rights Commission human rights 
inquiry report 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/about/docs/equality-human-rights-response-website.pdf  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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