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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Census: Religion 
Mr. Stewart Jackson: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office what account was taken 
of the process and results of the 2001 Census in deciding which religions to list on the 
2011 Census; what criteria were used to determine the list; and if she will make a 
statement. [295047] 

Angela E. Smith: The information requested falls within the responsibility of the 
UK Statistics Authority. I have asked the authority to reply. 
Letter from Jil Matheson, dated October 2009: 
As National Statistician I have been asked to reply to your recent Parliamentary 
Question asking what account was taken of the process and results of the 2001 
Census in deciding which religions to list on the 2011 Census; and what criteria 
were used to determine the list. (295047) 
The religion question was introduced in the 2001 Census as a voluntary question 
and has been designed to collect information on religious affiliation, which is 
required by many users of census statistics for monitoring equality and planning of 
services. 
Question development for the 2011 Census began in 2005 and since then the 
Office for National Statistics (ONS) has consulted and engaged with a large 
number of census users including those from central, regional and local 
government, academia, community groups and organisations to determine their 
requirements for topics and questions in the 2011 Census. In addition, a. detailed 
specific consultation was conducted in 2006/7 to refine the user requirements for 
information on ethnic group, national identity, religion and language questions for 
the 2011 Census. As a suite of questions they provide the opportunity for 
individual respondents to indicate their identity in the ways they consider most 
appropriate, and which ONS will be able to measure in the most statistically 
relevant way to meet the expressed needs of users. Consultation revealed a high 
demand for a religion question and the majority of responses indicated a 
requirement for comparability with the 2001 Census question. 
The tick-box categories used in the 2001 Census continue to represent the largest 
religious groups and have been repeated in all testing of the religion question. The 
‘none’ tick-box has been renamed ‘no religion’ and been put first in the list to 
ensure that people who do not have a religious affiliation are aware that the 
question provides an appropriate response category. There is insufficient space 
on the questionnaire to include additional tick-boxes. However, Census outputs 
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based on the write-in answers for those religions not specifically identified by tick 
boxes will be produced to meet user requirements. Consultation on the form and 
content of outputs from the 2011 Census is now underway. 
The Draft Census (England and Wales) Order setting out the information to be 
collected in the 2011 Census was laid before Parliament on 21 October. To 
coincide with the laying of the Census Order, additional material covering the 
recommendations for questions to be asked in the 2011 Census has been placed 
on the census website at: 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/20ll-census-questionnaire-
content/question-and-content-recommendations-for-2011/index.html 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w00
19.htm#09102956000008  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Temple Mount 
Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on recent incidents of disorder on the Temple Mount, 
Jerusalem. [296628] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We are extremely concerned by recent disturbances on the 
Temple Mount/Haram al-Sharif. Our Consulate General in Jerusalem is 
monitoring the situation on the ground extremely closely. We call on all parties to 
show restraint, and refrain from provocative actions in order to prevent the 
situation escalating. The EU presidency made this clear to both Israeli and 
Palestinian authorities on 26 October 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0
006.htm#09102942000073  
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs which 
members of his Department attended the meeting of the United Nations Human Rights 
Council to (a) discuss and (b) vote on the report of the UN Fact-Finding Mission on the 
Gaza Conflict; and if he will make a statement. [296572] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The UK was represented by our Permanent Representative to 
the United Nations in Geneva, Mr. Peter Gooderham. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received of progress in bringing Fatah and Hamas together to 
create a unified Palestinian negotiating position; and if he will make a statement. 
[296617] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to the 
Egyptian Foreign Minister, Ahmed Aboul Gheit, on 16 October 2009. We 
understand, despite Fatah agreeing to Egypt’s proposals, Hamas has not. The 
Foreign Minister stated that the original deadline and further repeated deadlines 
for reaching agreement among the Palestinian factions will not be met. 
The UK continues to favour any reconciliation which supports peace negotiations 
and enhances efforts to improve governance, security and the economy in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs for 
what reasons the UK did not vote in the UN Human Rights Council on the motion 
relating to the report of the UN Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict; and if he will 
make a statement. [296619] 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/20ll-census-questionnaire-content/question-and-content-recommendations-for-2011/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/20ll-census-questionnaire-content/question-and-content-recommendations-for-2011/index.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0019.htm#09102956000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0019.htm#09102956000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0006.htm#09102942000073
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0006.htm#09102942000073
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Mr. Ivan Lewis: We have made absolutely clear that the Goldstone report raised 
very serious issues that we wanted to see addressed. We also made clear that 
the resolution did not adequately address Hamas’ actions and Israel’s right to 
protect its citizens. 
We did not vote because we were in the middle of detailed discussions about 
three key issues: the establishment of an independent inquiry, access for 
humanitarian aid to Gaza and how to restart the peace process. We were 
pursuing these at the highest level, between my right hon. Friend the Prime 
Minister, President Sarkozy of France and Prime Minister Netanyahu of Israel. 
The vote was called in the middle of those discussions and we did not wish to 
compromise the detailed work on those fundamental issues. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent representations he has made to the government of (a) Iran and (b) Syria on 
their support for Hezbollah and Hamas; and if he will make a statement. [296627] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We have made clear on a number of occasions to Iran, and will 
continue to do so, that we have serious concerns about their ongoing support for 
Hezbollah and Hamas. Such support is unacceptable and only serves to 
undermine regional security. 
With Syria, we raise regularly at ministerial and senior official meetings that 
support for Hezbollah and Hamas is inconsistent with regional stability and 
peace. I raised this during my visit in August 2009. The issue is also raised 
frequently by our British ambassador to Syria in the course of his meetings with 
Syrian Ministers and officials, most recently on 27 October 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0
006.htm#09102942000067  
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with the government of Israel on the building of 
settlements in the West Bank; and if he will make a statement. [296639] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Settlements are illegal and an obstacle to peace. We raise the 
issue frequently with Israeli Ministers. My right hon. Friend the Prime Minister has 
pressed the Israeli Prime Minister on this several times, most recently in his joint 
letter of 16 October 2009 with French President Sarkozy. I also raised 
settlements with my counterpart on 27 October 2009. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of progress in negotiations on the matter of 
Israeli settlement-building in the West Bank; and if he will make a statement. [296641] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We are extremely concerned by ongoing settlement activity both 
in the west bank and east Jerusalem, including the Israeli Government's approval 
in September of new tenders for settlement projects. 
We wholeheartedly support the US effort to restart peace talks. Settlements are 
illegal and an obstacle to peace. My right hon. Friend the Prime Minister has 
pressed the Israeli Prime Minister on this several times, most recently in his joint 
letter of 16 October 2009 with French President Sarkozy. However, it will be for 
the US to announce what they have agreed with the parties. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0
006.htm#09102942000070  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he (a) has taken in the last six months and (b) plans to take in the next 12 months 
to assist the Egyptian Government to stop the smuggling of offensive weapons into 
Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [296575] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Since the Gaza conflict, officials from nine countries (Canada, 
Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, the UK, and the US) 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0006.htm#09102942000067
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0006.htm#09102942000067
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0006.htm#09102942000070
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0006.htm#09102942000070
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have met several times to discuss how to support action against arms smuggling. 
Officials met most recently in Ottawa on 10-11 June 2009. However, the tools the 
international community has at its disposal are limited and the challenges of 
interdiction high. 
We continue to discuss all aspects of the situation in Gaza—including arms 
smuggling and action to combat it—with international partners. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent reports he has received on the number of rocket attacks from Gaza aimed 
at southern Israel; and if he will make a statement. [296626] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: According to the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs there have 
been 122 rockets fired from Gaza since Operation Cast Lead. The UK condemns 
all such attacks and continues to call on those responsible to renounce violence. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the allegations of war crimes made in respect of each 
party to the recent conflict in Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [296640] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: There are allegations of serious concern which cannot be 
ignored. Rocket attacks by Palestinian militants targeted at innocent civilians in 
southern Israel constitute a breach of international humanitarian law. There are 
also serious allegations about Israeli conduct and we urge the Israeli 
Government to carry out full, credible and impartial investigations. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of the likelihood of military action against Iran by 
(a) Israel and (b) other states in the event of Iran making further progress towards the 
development of (i) long range missiles and (ii) nuclear weapons; and if he will make a 
statement. [296652] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We regularly review and monitor a range of threats to security in 
the middle east. We are aware of speculation about military action against Iran. 
This underlines the urgency of finding a diplomatic solution to Iran's nuclear 
programme and we are working intensely with international partners to achieve 
this. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0
006.htm#09102942000066  
 

Middle East: Water 
Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent reports he has received on proposals to share water supplies from the 
River Jordan; and if he will make a statement. [296629] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We have not received any recent reports on proposals to share 
water supplies in Jordan. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0
006.htm#09102942000068  
 

Turkey: Israel 
Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the implications for UK policy of the state of relations 
between Turkey and Israel; and if he will make a statement. [296616] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Relations between Israel and Turkey are primarily a matter for 
those two countries. We work closely with both on a wide range of issues and will 
continue to do so. In particular, achieving a comprehensive peace in the Middle 
East remains one of UK's top priorities and both Israel and Turkey have key roles 
to play in achieving this. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0
006.htm#09102942000074  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0006.htm#09102942000066
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0006.htm#09102942000066
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0006.htm#09102942000068
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091029/text/91029w0006.htm#09102942000074
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Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-5090 Bill Wilson: Support for the UN Goldstone Report—That the Parliament 
welcomes reports that the UN General Assembly will debate, from 4 November 2009, 
the UN report, Human Rights In Palestine And Other Occupied Arab Territories, Report 
of the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict, which found both 
Israeli and Palestinian forces guilty of human rights violations; deplores the fact that the 
Government of Israel refused to cooperate with the UN mission; notes that Israeli 
violations listed in the report include the destruction of industrial infrastructure, food 
production, water installations, sewage treatment plants and housing, the use of white 
phosphorus, the use of civilians as human shields, reprisals against civilians, the 
collective punishment of civilians in Gaza for the detention of Gilad Shalit, the 
repression of dissent in Israel, including the restriction of access to information and the 
ill-treatment of human rights defenders, and also notes that the mission was "of the view 
that the Israeli system overall presents inherently discriminatory features that make the 
pursuit of justice for Palestinian victims very difficult" and that "the current constitutional 
structure and legislation in Israel leaves very little room, if any, for Palestinians to seek 
compensation"; further notes that Palestinian violations listed include not according 
Gilad Shalit his rights as a prisoner of war, internal violence and targeting of Fatah 
affiliates by security services under the control of the Gaza authorities and reprisals 
against civilians in the form of rocket attacks that have, among other things, adversely 
affected the right to education of children and adults living in southern Israel; calls on all 
member governments to support this comprehensive report, produced by a team 
headed by internationally respected Justice Richard Goldstone, and hopes that the 
Uniting for Peace Resolution (UNGA 377A) will be invoked, thus giving the General 
Assembly the same enforcement powers as those normally exercised by the Security 
Council where it can be said that US vetoes have consistently shielded Israel, and calls 
on all parties to cease human rights violations and make reparations for their past 
actions. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17606  

 
 
United Nations 

General Assembly to consider UN probe into Gaza conflict next week 
The General Assembly will meet on 4 November to consider the report of the United 
Nations fact-finding mission on the Gaza conflict, which found evidence that both Israel 
and the Palestinians committed serious war crimes during the hostilities earlier this 
year. … Next Wednesday’s meeting follows a request from the Arab Group in New 
York, supported by the 118-member Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), to consider the 
report in the Assembly during the first week of November, according to a note issued by 
the spokesperson for the Assembly President. 
Mr. Ban has called on both Israel and the Palestinians to carry out “full, independent 
and credible investigations” in accordance with the recommendations of the mission.  
He said he was aware both were now going to have their own investigations. “I have not 
received any further details, but that is positive, I would say,” he told a news conference 
at UN Headquarters on Wednesday. “I have been repeatedly urging the Israeli 
Government to institute a credible domestic investigation process.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32780&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91029-0003.htm  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 

TOP 
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