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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Tony Blair Faith Foundation 
Mr. Moore: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what funding his 
Department has provided to the Tony Blair Faith Foundation; for which events run by the 
Foundation his Department has provided sponsorship; and if he will make a statement. 
[293764] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: The Department for International Development (DFID) 
has not provided any funding directly to the Tony Blair Faith Foundation (TBFF). 
We have provided £30,000 to World Vision, who are co-sponsoring a seminar 
series with the TBFF focusing on the theme of faiths in development. Oxfam and 
Islamic Relief have also contributed funds to the series. These seminars are taking 
place at the Royal Society of Arts in London from 7 September to 12 November. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w00
24.htm#09102248000057  

 
 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Mike Gapes (2145) BBC and the British National Party – That this House believes that 
the BBC are profoundly wrong to argue that just because the modern heirs of Hitler, the 
holocaust-denying racists of the BNP, have the support of six per cent. of the UK 
population they should be treated as a normal party and invited onto the main television 
political programme Question Time; notes that no previous BBC Director General made 
such a judgement and that neither Martin Webster, who polled 16 per cent. in a by 
election in 1973, John Tyndall, Colin Jordan or Oswald Mosley were treated in the same 
way; and further believes that this significant change of policy by Mark Thompson, 
Director General of the publicly-funded, poll tax-financed BBC further calls into question 
the judgement of BBC management and the role of the pusillanimous BBC Trust. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=39379&SESSION=899  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0024.htm#09102248000057
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0024.htm#09102248000057
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=39379&SESSION=899
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UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Independent Faith Schools 
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families (Ed Balls): On 9 March 
2009, I informed the House that I had asked Ofsted to carry out a survey of independent 
faith schools’ work to promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) 
development. The purpose of the survey was to gather evidence on current practice with 
a view to considering whether the independent school regulations on SMSC are fit for 
purpose. The survey focused on practice in faith schools in view of the particular context 
a faith ethos provides. 
Ofsted has today published the results of the survey. It found that practice in all of the 51 
schools visited was at least good with pupils demonstrating a strong sense of identity and 
belonging to their faith, their school and to Britain; and with a clear commitment to 
promoting the values of good citizenship. Ofsted has concluded that the current 
regulations are fit for purpose but recommends various ways in which we can work with 
the sector to improve pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development further and 
support consistently high standards across the sector. 
I very much welcome the report. I asked Ofsted to carry out this survey because some 
concerns had been expressed about whether all independent faith schools were 
effectively preparing pupils for life in British society. While we will always take any 
specific allegations very seriously, this survey shows that the regulatory regime for 
independent schools is fit for purpose and that provision across the sector is good. 
I would like to thank the schools and the representatives of different faith organisations 
who took part in Ofsted’s survey. I look forward to working with them and with other 
practitioners from across the sector to take forward Ofsted’s recommendations and 
promote excellent opportunities for all pupils. 
Ofsted has made recommendations in three areas: 
1) Provide greater clarity in the meaning of the five strands of the SMSC regulations. 
The independent school regulations are designed to offer flexibility to allow schools to 
provide a distinctive education in line with their faith ethos while at the same time 
preparing pupils to lead successful lives as responsible citizens in wider British society. 
While schools want to retain this flexibility, Ofsted has found that they would welcome 
greater clarity about what is meant by aspects of the regulations. 
I will be setting up a new independent schools practitioners group to work with us on 
revised guidance to promote consistently high standards right across the sector. This will 
include encouraging schools to provide pupils with opportunities to learn about the 
different cultures and faiths practised in the UK, alongside developing a deep 
understanding and sense of belonging to their own community. 
2) Encourage more interfaith and partnership working between independent schoolsand 
with the maintained sector. 
Ofsted has found that some of the best practice occurs where schools work in 
partnership with local communities and with other schools to support the professional 
development of staff and build mutual respect and understanding. 
There are lots of excellent examples of good partnership working already taking place. I 
have asked Pat Langham, Chair of the Independent-State School Partnership Group 
(ISSP) for that group to consider how the sector could encourage this further. 
Around 70 faith schools from the maintained and independent sectors are already 
embarking on linking projects through the DCSF funded national Schools’ Linking 
Network (SLN). Last week I announced an additional £50,000 support for the national 
Schools' Linking Network to work in partnership with the Three Faiths Forum to provide 
high quality advice and training for Local Authorities and schools to encourage 
successful interfaith linking projects and links between maintained and independent 
schools. 
3) Ensure teaching resources are accurate and unbiased. 
Religious Education (RE) has a very important role to play in promoting cohesion through 
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developing understanding of different faiths and cultures and exploring the role faith 
plays in society, and it is important that teachers have access to high quality and 
accurate resources. In a minority of the schools visited, Ofsted found that while the 
pupils’ understanding was good, there were examples of inaccurate or biased materials 
being used to teach about religions. 
We know that the availability of high quality resources for RE is an issue in both 
maintained and independent sectors and I would urge all schools to review the resources 
they are using. As part of a drive to improve RE provision in all schools, we have 
commissioned Warwick University to carry out research to look at the RE materials that 
are currently being used. This work will help to inform work with the RE council, local RE 
curriculum advisors, teachers and schools to make sure that all pupils have access to 
high quality learning materials. We will publish this research in the New Year. 
Note that the information in this statement applies only to England and Wales 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/wmstext/91022
m0001.htm#09102219000013  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Temple Mount 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of stones being thrown at a group of Christian tourists entering 
the site of the Temple Mount on 27 September 2009; what recent discussions he has 
had with the Palestinian Authority on this issue; and if he will make a statement. [293288] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We are very concerned by the recent tensions and clashes in 
Jerusalem. We continue to call on all sides to refrain from proactive action. This 
holy city is important to Israelis and Palestinians, and to people of three great 
faiths. Incitement from any quarter does not serve the cause of peace, and must 
stop. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w00
16.htm#09102243000061 
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mrs. Riordan: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he plans to seek endorsement by the United Nations Security Council of the 
recommendations for action contained in the report of the United Nations Fact Finding 
Mission on the Gaza conflict. [294027] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: As my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary said on 20 October 
2009, Official Report, column 762, the report 
“did not do enough to recognise Israel's right to self-defence but,... did raise 
serious issues that democratic governments should address through ... [a] full and 
independent inquiry”. 
Given our concerns about the report, we will not be seeking its endorsement by 
the UN Security Council. But we will continue with our international partners to 
condemn Hamas' use of terrorism and press Israel to conduct a proper 
independent inquiry. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w00
15.htm#09102243000049 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/wmstext/91022m0001.htm#09102219000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/wmstext/91022m0001.htm#09102219000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0016.htm#09102243000061
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0016.htm#09102243000061
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0015.htm#09102243000049
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0015.htm#09102243000049
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Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of progress in restarting negotiations on the Middle East 
Peace Process; and if he will make a statement. [293785] 

David Miliband: The US Administration, from the President down, have made 
clear their commitment to restarting negotiations and continue to work towards 
that goal. We are offering them our full support, as I made clear to US Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton on 11 October 2009. While significant obstacles undoubtedly 
remain, the alternatives to credible negotiations towards a two-state solution are 
far worse. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w00
15.htm#09102243000051  
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Moore: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development pursuant to the 
answer of 28 January 2009, Official Report, column 611W, on the Middle East: peace 
negotiations, whether his Department plans to second further staff to support the 
Quartet's Special Envoy from January 2010; and if he will make a statement. [293782] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: The Department for International Development does not 
have plans to second further staff after January 2010. 

Mr. Moore [294336]: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assessment he has made of the effectiveness of the work of the Quartet Special Envoy, 
Tony Blair on the development of the Palestinian Territories; and if he will make a 
statement. 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: The Department for International Development (DFID) 
continues to support the work of the Quartet Representative, Tony Blair. He is 
making a strong contribution to Palestinian state building and economic growth 
which has been commended by the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee. 
The Quartet Envoy’s work to relieve movement and access restrictions by acting 
as a focal point for international lobbying on these issues has been particularly 
important. The recent decision by the Israeli Government to remove 35 obstacles 
in the West Bank has already cut some journey times by half; and the IMF has 
predicted that the West Bank may see economic growth of 7 per cent. in 2009 
should these movement and access constraints continue to be lifted. 
The Quartet Representative has also made significant progress in mobilising 
funding for development projects from Arab and Western donors and has played a 
leading role in the high level investment conferences that took place in London 
and Bethlehem in 2008. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w00
23.htm#09102248000054  
 

Gaza: Borders 
Mrs. Riordan: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent steps he has taken to seek (a) the ending of restrictions on access to Gaza 
imposed by the Israeli authorities and (b) to ensure that international law is observed in 
that area. [293990] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: My right hon. Friend the Prime Minister spoke to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu on 15 October 2009. He clearly expressed the UK's concerns 
regarding the current situation in Gaza and urged unimpeded access for 
humanitarian aid. Although there is no permanent physical Israeli presence in 
Gaza, Israel maintains a significant degree of control, including control of Gaza's 
borders, airspace arid territorial waters. The UK does not consider that Israel's 
obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention 1949 have ceased to apply in 
respect of Gaza and we continue to make this clear. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w00
15.htm#09102243000041  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0015.htm#09102243000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0015.htm#09102243000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0023.htm#09102248000054
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0023.htm#09102248000054
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0015.htm#09102243000041
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0015.htm#09102243000041
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Middle East: Gas 
Mr. Mullin: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent representations he has received on the proposed agreement between British Gas 
and the Israel Electric Corporation to purchase gas from the Gaza Marine Field; and if he 
will make a statement. [293092] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We have not received any recent representations on this issue. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w00
15.htm#09102243000050 

 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 
General Affairs and External Relations Council 

The Minister for Europe (Chris Bryant): The General Affairs and External Relations 
Council (GAERC) will be held on 26-27 October in Luxembourg. My right hon. Friend the 
Foreign Secretary and I will represent the UK. The agenda items are as follows: … 
Middle East Peace Process  Following a briefing to Ministers from the Presidency and 
High Representative Solana, the GAERC is likely to reiterate EU support for: a two-state 
solution in accordance with previous agreements between the parties; the need for a 
comprehensive, regional approach; and urgent access to Gaza. We expect Ministers to 
review US efforts to launch negotiations between the parties and reaffirm the EU’s 
readiness to work in close co-operation with the US and other international partners 
towards achieving a sustainable and lasting peace. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/wmstext/91022
m0001.htm#09102219000017  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/wmstext/91022
m0002.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 
UK Parliamentary Question 

Iran: Religious Freedom 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the human rights situation of the Jewish community in Iran 
since July 2009; and if he will make a statement. [293293] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The situation of the Jewish community in Iran has long been of 
concern to us. Its members have suffered discrimination under the Islamic 
Republic: for example, Iranian Jews are barred from running for President, and 
from a number of professions, such as the armed forces. President Ahmadinejad's 
repeated denials of the Holocaust— most recently at the UN General Assembly in 
September—only serve to increase our concern. 
We have been disturbed by the Iranian authorities' response to the protests that 
followed the disputed June 2009 presidential election, and in particular by the 
death and imprisonment sentences handed down in recent days. One of those 
convicted was the Jewish teenager, Yaghoghil Shaolian. He has been sentenced 
to two and a half years in prison. We are seeking more information about his case, 
as well as those of the other defendants, and will raise our concerns with the 
Iranian authorities, since those convicted and sentenced appear to have been 
denied a fair trial. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w00
15.htm#09102243000046  

TOP 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0015.htm#09102243000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0015.htm#09102243000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/wmstext/91022m0001.htm#09102219000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/wmstext/91022m0001.htm#09102219000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/wmstext/91022m0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/wmstext/91022m0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0015.htm#09102243000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091022/text/91022w0015.htm#09102243000046
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/069/amend/ml069-ii.htm  
 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
** Closes in 3 
 days 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
 
Counter-terrorism policy (closes 30 October) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/home_affairs_committee/091001.cfm  
 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 

TOP 
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