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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Virendra Sharma (2128) British National Party appearance on Question Time – That 
this House believes that the BBC is wrong to allow the racist and fascist British National 
Party (BNP) to appear on its political flagship programme Question Time as it will convey 
a spurious legitimacy to the BNP that it does not deserve and risks normalising this 
poisonous, abnormal political party; further believes that Question Time is not the forum 
to scrutinise the odious racist views of the BNP and regards other television formats such 
as the forensic interview as more suitable for exposing their false and divisive views and 
signalling their place outside the political mainstream; calls on the BBC to drop the BNP 
from its programme; and urges all those who believe in equality and who campaign 
against racism and fascism to unite against the BNP in all communities throughout the 
United Kingdom. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=39362&SESSION=899  
 

 
UK Ministerial Statement 

Draft Census (England and Wales) Order 2009  
The Minister of State, Cabinet Office (Angela E. Smith): The Draft Census (England and 
Wales) Order 2009 in Council providing for a census to be taken in England and Wales 
on Sunday 27 March 2011 has, today, been laid before Parliament. This Order specifies 
the persons by whom, and with respect to whom, returns are to be made and the topics 
on which questions are to be asked, and gives effect to the United Kingdom statistics 
authority’s proposals which were set out in the Government’s White Paper, “Helping to 
shape tomorrow”, in December 2008. 
The Census is the most important source of demographic and social statistics available 
in the UK today. It provides the underlying information needed to inform a wide range of 
policy debates and is used extensively to plan services and allocate funds to local areas. 
The design for the new Census, as set out in the White Paper, builds upon the 
experience gained by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) from previous censuses 
and, in particular, from the lessons learned from the 2001 Census. The design takes 
account of the several formal recommendations from the Treasury Select Committee, the 
Public Accounts Committee and the former Statistics Commission. It also reflects the 
concerns more recently expressed by the Treasury Sub-Committee and others about the 
quality of national and local population statistics generally. 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=39362&SESSION=899
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Consequently, a number of major changes are proposed in the design for 2011 
compared with previous censuses. 

• Census forms will be delivered to households by post in the majority of cases. 
• There will be the facility to return the completed information online. 
• A central address register is being developed to facilitate improved form delivery 

and field management. 
• Tighter control of the field operation and the targeting of non-response follow-up 

will be facilitated by closer monitoring of the delivery of forms and receipt of 
returns through a questionnaire tracking system. 

• The recruitment, training and payment of field staff will be outsourced to specialist 
service providers. 

The topics proposed for the 2011 Census are set out in the Draft Order, and cover those 
issues where information is most needed by the major users of census information. The 
questions have been devised to produce reliable and accurate data. ONS has carried out 
extensive consultations and testing over a number of years to ensure that the questions 
are justified, both in terms of the need for the information and public acceptability. 
New questions are proposed on: national identity; citizenship; second residences; 
language; civil partnership status; date of entry into the UK and length of intended stay 
(for non-UK born); type of central heating; and number of bedrooms. 
Copies of the 2011 Census questionnaire will be included as part of the Census 
regulations to be made early in 2010 following the Census Order. 
Following devolution, separate legislative arrangements will be made in Scotland and 
Northern Ireland for the censuses there. However, the Census date proposed is common 
throughout the UK in order to maximise comparability, to minimise costs, and reduce 
public confusion. 
Note that the information in this statement applies only to England and Wales 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091021/wmstext/91021
m0001.htm#09102128000010  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Gilad Shalit 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had since July 2009 with Arab governments on (a) the imprisonment 
of Israeli Soldier Gilad Shalit by Hamas and (b) the refusal of Hamas to allow Gilad Shalit 
visits from the International Committee of the Red Cross; and if he will make a statement. 
[293287] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: I raised the continued captivity of Gilad Shalit and Hamas' refusal 
to allow humanitarian access with the Palestinian authorities during my visit to the 
region in August 2009. We have also made our position on these issues very clear 
in international meetings, most recently in the Security Council debate on the 
Middle East on 14 October 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091021/text/91021w00
16.htm#09102135000066  
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Moore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with his Quartet counterparts regarding the renewal of the 
tenure of the Quartet Special Envoy; and if he will make a statement. [293767] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has had no 
discussions with his counterparts about the tenure of the Quartet Representative. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091021/wmstext/91021m0001.htm#09102128000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091021/wmstext/91021m0001.htm#09102128000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091021/text/91021w0016.htm#09102135000066
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091021/text/91021w0016.htm#09102135000066
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91021-0002.htm#09102132001026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91021-0002.htm#09102132001026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91021-0012.htm#09102153000047
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91021-0012.htm#09102153000047
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/074/amend/am074-a.htm
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Mr. Moore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 23 February 2009, Official Report, column 381, on the Middle 
East: peace negotiations, how many staff his Department plans to second to support the 
role of the Quartet Special Envoy in 2010; what the (a) grades and (b) salary ranges of 
such staff will be; and if he will make a statement. [293768] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has currently seconded 
one higher executive officer equivalent (salary range £23,157 to £33,004) and one 
senior civil servant (salary range £58,200 to £117,750) to work in the Quartet 
Representative's office. There are no plans to change this. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091021/text/91021w00
16.htm#09102135000070  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91021-
0002.htm#09102132001026  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91021-
0012.htm#09102153000047  
 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/074/amend/am074-a.htm  
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Other Relevant Information 

Ofsted 

Faith schools prepare pupils to be good citizens 
Independent faith schools give pupils a strong sense of personal worth and help them 
understand the importance of being a good citizen according to a report published today 
by Ofsted, the Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091021/text/91021w0016.htm#09102135000070
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091021/text/91021w0016.htm#09102135000070
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The report, Independent faith schools, reveals that in all 51 independent faith schools 
visited this was nurtured through their ethos, the curriculum and in regular individual and 
communal prayers and thanksgiving. The schools visited, which included primary and 
secondary schools for children from Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist and Hindu 
religions, all taught explicitly that good citizenship was a requirement of a good believer 
and this meant pupils felt they belonged, as British citizens, to this country. 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/News/Faith-schools-prepare-pupils-to-be-good-
citizens 
 
Independent Faith Schools 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/content/download/10230/117400/file/Independent%20faith%20s
chools.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
** Closes in 4 days 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
 
Counter-terrorism policy (closes 30 October) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/home_affairs_committee/091001.cfm  
 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/News/Faith-schools-prepare-pupils-to-be-good-citizens
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/News/Faith-schools-prepare-pupils-to-be-good-citizens
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/content/download/10230/117400/file/Independent%20faith%20schools.pdf
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/content/download/10230/117400/file/Independent%20faith%20schools.pdf
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