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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Council Tax: Ministers of Religion 
Mrs. Spelman: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
what recent guidance his Department has given to billing authorities on (a) the categories 
of duty which a minister of religion should be able to demonstrate in order to be eligible 
for a Class E or Class H council tax exemption, (b) the definition of a minister of religion 
and (c) the religions which are recognised for the purpose of this exemption. [292708] 

Barbara Follett: On 21 September 1994 the then Department of Environment 
sent to chief finance officers of billing authorities the following guidance: 
“Under class E of S1 1992/551, the owner of a dwelling is liable to pay the council 
tax in respect of it if it is 
“a dwelling which is inhabited by a minister of religion of any religious 
denomination as a residence from which he performs the duties of his office.” 
Under class H of SI 1992/558, a dwelling is exempt from the council tax if it is 
“an unoccupied dwelling which is held for the purpose of being available for 
occupation by a minister of any religious denomination as a residence from which 
to perform the duties of his office.” 
The term “minister of religion” is not defined in the Act. Neither is the concept of 
occupying a property as a residence from which to conduct the duties of the office 
of a minister of religion. Authorities must consider the facts of each case in 
determining whether or not the person who inhabits, or for whom a property is 
held, is a minister of religion, and whether or not the property is used or held for 
use as a residence from which a minister of religion conducts the duties of his 
office. 
In the Department's view a person might normally be considered a minister of 
religion if his duties include at least some of the following: 

• conducting religious worship; 
• providing pastoral care, especially to those who are sick, distressed or 

needy; 
• conducting weddings, funerals or baptisms (or their equivalent); 
• providing leadership to local members of his denomination; 
• overseeing the ministry of others who perform these functions, providing 

them with support and pastoral care. 
It is also the Department's view that, in considering whether or not a minister 



 
2 

conducts his duties from a property, regard may normally be had to whether he is 
available at that property to provide pastoral care, or whether business relating to 
his role as minister is conducted there. It is the Department's view that it would not 
normally be sufficient for a minister merely to reside in the property and undertake 
his private worship there.” 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091016/text/91016w00
03.htm#0910169000044  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Israel: Military Aid 
Clare Short: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence what official links there are 
between UK and Israeli armed forces; and if he will make a statement. [293011] 

Reply from Bill Rammell: Our defence relationship with Israel is in line with 
HMG's policy in support of the Middle East Peace Process of having a balanced 
relationship with the Israelis and the Palestinians. We periodically have formal 
strategic level dialogue and engagement with Israeli military and civilian defence 
staff counterparts, including some direct contact in support of our equipment 
procurement programmes. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091016/text/91016w00
10.htm#0910169000107  

 
 
Downing Street Press Briefing 

Israel 
Asked how many conversations the PM had had with the Israeli PM, whether these 
conversations were robust, and for the Prime Minister’s view on the Goldstone Report 
and prospects for Middle East peace, the PMS replied that the Prime Minister’s priority 
throughout these negotiations had been to move the peace process forward. The PMS 
pointed out that all parties sought a balanced text in relation to the Goldstone Report. 
The PMS confirmed the Prime Minister had spoken to Netanyahu on Wednesday 
evening and again this morning. The PMS pointed out that the Middle East process was 
a flexible and fast moving situation, and a vote would be likely to take place in Geneva 
this afternoon. The important elements of any text that emerged would be the question of 
whether Israel could have done more to avoid civilian casualties, second the question of 
progress toward opening Gaza crossings, third, progress toward a genuine settlement 
freeze and lastly a text that recognised Israel’s right to self defence. 
Asked for further details of the Prime Minister’s conversation with Netanyahu, the PMS 
replied that the assembled press would not expect him to report in detail on discussions 
between the Prime Minister and other international leaders. 
Asked to characterise the Prime Minister’s conversations with Netanyahu, the PMS 
replied that the conversation had centred on Netanyahu’s request that the UK revise its 
position on the possible vote. The PMS pointed out that the UK had available the text, 
the report and the opportunity for further discussions before the vote took place. 
Asked for the Prime Minister’s view on Netanyahu’s request, the PMS said the Prime 
Minister would like to reach a position where parties were comfortable with a text that 
would make further progress in achieving the peace process. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page21022  
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United Nations 
Endorsing Gaza war report, UN Human Rights Council condemns Israel 
The Human Rights Council today strongly condemned a host of Israeli measures in the 
occupied Palestinian territory and called on both sides to implement the 
recommendations of a United Nations commission that found evidence that Israel and 
the Palestinians committed serious war crimes in the three-week Gaza war nine months 
ago. … In a resolution, adopted by 25 votes in favour, six against, and 11 abstentions, 
the Council recommended that the General Assembly consider the Goldstone report 
during the main part of its current session, requested Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to 
submit a report on the implementation of its recommendations to the Council in March, 
and condemned Israel’s refusal to cooperate with the commission. The Goldstone report 
concluded that, while the Israeli Government sought to portray its operations as a 
response to rocket attacks in the exercise of its right to self defence, the Israeli plan had 
been directed, at least in part, at the people of Gaza as a whole. … The destruction of 
food supply installations, water sanitation systems, concrete factories and residential 
houses had been the result of a deliberate and systematic policy by the Israeli armed 
forces and not because those objects had presented a military threat, it said. 
It also found that Palestinian armed groups caused terror within Israel’s civilian 
population through the launch of thousands of rockets and mortars into Israel since April 
2001, determining that both sides may thus have committed serious war crimes and 
possible crimes against humanity.  
Much of today’s resolution was devoted to other Israeli activities, particularly in 
Jerusalem, including condemnation of limits to Palestinian access to properties and holy 
sites based on national origin, religion, sex, age or other grounds, calling this a grave 
violation of the Palestinian people's civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32578&Cr=palestine&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/069/amend/am069-f.htm  
 

  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/048/amend/ml048-v.htm  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Food Safety Authority 

Project to develop Animal Welfare Risk Assessment Guidelines on Stunning and 
Killing 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/cs/BlobServer/External_Rep/cfp_ahaw_2007_01_final.pdf?ss
binary=true   
 
Annex 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/cs/BlobServer/External_Rep/cfp_ahaw_2007_01_Annex.pdf?
ssbinary=true  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
** Closes in 7 days 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
 
Counter-terrorism policy (closes 30 October) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/home_affairs_committee/091001.cfm  
 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
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