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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Radicalism 
Mr. Paul Goodman: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government what recent representations he has received on changing the level of 
priority accorded to tackling (a) violent extremism, (b) extremism perpetrated in the name 
of Islam, (c) extremism perpetrated in the name of neo-nazi and fascist causes and (d) 
extremism claimed by others; and if he will make a statement. [293389] 

Mr. Malik: We are clear that the threat from al-Qaeda influenced extremism 
remains the most significant terrorist threat to the UK, although we have recently 
been able to downgrade the official threat level from ‘severe’ (an attack is highly 
likely) to ‘substantial’ (an attack is a strong possibility). 
We are working to ensure that everyone has the opportunity to live in a safe, 
prosperous and healthy community and are determined to support communities by 
increasing their capacity to tackle the philosophy or practice of violence in their 
own communities. A number of related but distinct programmes contribute to this, 
including promoting community cohesion, preventing violent extremism and 
tackling hate crime and other forms of extremism. 
The level of priority accorded to different types of extremism will depend on the 
level of the problem in the local area. We are also seeking to work to eradicate the 
risk of far-right violent extremism. Our objective is to attempt to impact on 
extremist ideologies that threaten our communities irrespective of their source and 
origin. 
Ministers and officials have frequent formal and informal contact with communities 
and local authorities where issues and concerns presented by different forms of 
extremism are discussed. We do not record the number of these representations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091015/text/91015w00
19.htm#09101544000161  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Water charge exemptions (Scotland) 
Small charitable organisations are set to benefit from improvements to the Government's 
Water Services Charges Exemption Scheme. Cabinet Secretary for Finance and 
Sustainable Growth, John Swinney, announced the changes to the Exemption Scheme 
which will ensure that registered charities with a small income will continue to be eligible 
for exemption from water and sewerage charges from 2010 to 2015. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091015/text/91015w0019.htm#09101544000161
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091015/text/91015w0019.htm#09101544000161
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Any registered charity that moves premises from 1 April 2010, that continues to meet all 
other criteria, will retain its exemption. Any registered charity that has moved premises 
since 1 April 2006, and as a result lost its exemption, will, from 1 April 2010, be able to 
reapply for exemption. …The maximum income criteria will be increased from 1 April 
2010 from 50,000 pounds to 60,000 pounds, and will increase by 1500 pounds per 
annum thereafter. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/10/16112707  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Gilad Shalit 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had since July 2009 with the International Red Cross on (a) the 
imprisonment of Gilad Shalit by Hamas and (b) the refusal of Hamas to allow Gilad Shalit 
visits from the International Committee of the Red Cross; and if he will make a statement. 
[293292] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We maintain regular dialogue with the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, including on the captivity of Gilad Shalit. While we welcome the 
videotape released by Hamas on 2 October 2009 as part of a prisoner swap deal, 
the continued captivity of Gilad Shalit is utterly unacceptable. 
The UK shares the Shalit family's dismay at Hamas's refusal to allow the 
International Committee of the Red Cross access to Gilad Shalit. I met Noam 
Shalit, Gilad's father, in Tel Aviv in August 2009 to demonstrate our ongoing 
support. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091015/text/91015w00
09.htm#09101544000075 
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Bob Spink: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has made representations to the government of Israel on the findings of the 
United Nations Fact-Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict; and if he will make a 
statement. [292962] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis [holding answer 14 October 2009]: My right hon. Friend the Prime 
Minister spoke to Prime Minister Netanyahu on 18 September 2009 and again on 
14 October 2009. My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to Israeli 
Defence Minister Barak on 29 September 2009 and 13 October 2009. 
We have made clear that, while the Goldstone report has its flaws, there are 
serious allegations against both Hamas and Israel. Israel has undertaken a 
number of investigations. But we do not believe these have yet adequately 
addressed the concerns. We urge Israel to investigate allegations fully and 
credibly to ensure that there is full accountability for any breaches of the rule of 
law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091015/text/91015w00
09.htm#09101544000076 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/10/16112707
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091015/text/91015w0009.htm#09101544000075
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091015/text/91015w0009.htm#09101544000075
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091015/text/91015w0009.htm#09101544000076
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091015/text/91015w0009.htm#09101544000076
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
UN Human Rights Council session on Goldstone report  
The UN Human Rights Council has concluded its special session on the human rights 
situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and East Jerusalem and voted to endorse 
the UN commissioned report by Richard Goldstone. 
The UK did not participate in the vote. We were involved in intensive discussions with 
Israel and the Palestinians about potential substantive improvements in the situation on 
the ground. The UK had asked for a delay to the vote 
The session was attended by Peter Gooderham, the UK's Permanent Representative for 
the UK Mission to the UN in Geneva. Peter Gooderham delivered a statement during the 
meeting in which he said: 
"The report of the United Nations fact-finding Mission did have flaws. Neither the report 
nor the resolution reflected the right of Israel to protect its citizens or paid sufficient 
attention to Hamas's actions. It also made broad interpretation of international law, with 
which United Kingdom did not agree. Because Israel did not cooperate with the Mission, 
the report lacked an authoritative Israeli perspective. 
For these reasons, the United Kingdom could not fully endorse the report and its 
recommendations and could not vote for the resolution as tabled." 
On Wednesday 14 October, Sir John Sawers, UK Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative to the UN, delivered a statement during an open debate on the Middle 
East. 
"We must also address the conclusions of the UN Fact Finding Mission on Gaza.  They 
raise important issues that are of serious concern.  We believe that the Goldstone Report 
itself did not adequately recognise Israel’s right to protect its citizens nor did it pay 
sufficient attention to Hamas’s actions.  But the concerns raised in the Report cannot be 
ignored. 
Rocket attacks by Palestinian militants targeted at innocent civilians in Southern Israel 
constitute a breach of international humanitarian law.  It is deplorable that these acts 
continue.  They must cease immediately.   
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=21041659  
 
To read the Statement by Sir John Sawers, Permanent Representative of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the United Nations see 
http://ukun.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/?view=News&id=21037624  

 
 
United Nations 

Israelis, Palestinians continue to commit serious rights violations 
Strong evidence indicates that all parties in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, in different 
ways and with different effects, have committed and continue to commit serious 
violations of international human rights, a top United Nations official said today. 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay told a special session of the 
Human Rights Council on the situation in the occupied Palestinian territory that the 
situation in East Jerusalem and Gaza were matters of concern, with numerous clashes in 
and around the Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem in recent weeks. 
The stringent restrictions imposed by Israel on Palestinians wishing to enter the mosque 
must be lifted for Palestinians to exercise their right to worship, she said, adding that 
home demolitions in East Jerusalem continued in violation of international humanitarian 
law and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.  
Turning to Gaza, Ms. Pillay reiterated her support for the UN fact-finding mission into the 
fighting at the start of the year. … 
Israeli representative Aharon Leshno-Yaar called the Goldstone report biased and flawed 
in accusing Israel of war crimes for fighting Hamas, dubbing them war criminals who had 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=21041659
http://ukun.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/?view=News&id=21037624
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openly called for Israel’s destruction and had fired thousands of rockets against it. … 
Palestinian representative Ibrahim Khraishi said Israel had had imposed a blockade on 
East Jerusalem, preventing inhabitants from going to their houses and places of worship, 
arrested and killed scores of people, and continued to Judaize the holy city, altering its 
cultural identity.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32568&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 
To read the transcript of Navanethem Pillay's speech see 
http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view01/6781752DD0ED2F1DC12576500047
E3D3?opendocument  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
 
Counter-terrorism policy (closes 30 October) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/home_affairs_committee/091001.cfm  
 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
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