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Home Affairs 
Home Office 

Criminal Records Bureau reduces fees 
The Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) has reduced the fee for Standard Disclosures. 
Following a pricing review, the government agency has agreed to reduce the fee charged 
for a Standard Disclosure from £31 to £26. The change will come into effect from today. 
For the third year running the CRB has refused to increase its fees. The planned fee 
reduction has been made possible due to an expected increase in the volume of 
disclosure applications being processed as the new Vetting and Barring Scheme comes 
into place from 12 October. Checks for volunteers will continue to be free of charge 
which provided a saving to the voluntary sector of approximately £27m in 2008/09. 
Lord Brett said … 'In 2008 a further 18,000 unsuitable people were prevented from 
gaining access to children and vulnerable adults as a direct result of a CRB check, 
bringing the total to around 98,000 in the past five years.' … 
To read the full press release see 
http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/criminal-records-fees  
 

 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
Surface water drainage charges break for community groups 
Scout groups, faith groups, village halls, amateur sports clubs and other community 
groups were today offered a reprieve from large increases in charges they face for 
surface water drainage, Environment Secretary Hilary Benn announced.  
“Some churches, sports clubs and youth groups have been hit by huge increases in their 
water bills for surface drainage.  It isn’t right.  So I can tell you today that we will legislate 
to allow water companies to run concessionary schemes for these organisations so they 
can get on with the great job they do in our communities, instead of worrying about 
unaffordable bills.” Environment Minister Huw Irranca-Davies said: “… increases in bills 
of several hundred percent or more are clearly unaffordable for community and voluntary 
groups, and we cannot be in a position where this would force them to close. So the 
Government’s new laws will allow water companies to apply concessionary charges for 
community organisations such as scout groups, amateur sports clubs and faith groups. 
… 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2009/090928a.htm  

TOP 
 

 

http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/criminal-records-fees
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2009/090928a.htm


 
2 

 

Community Relations 

Department for Children, Schools and Families 

Ed Balls announces a review into current provisions against promoting racism in 
schools  
Maurice Smith, formerly HM Chief Inspector of Schools and currently Director of 
Education for the Church of England Manchester Diocese [will] lead the review and 
deliver his report in January 2010. 
The review will look specifically at: 

§ Whether existing safeguards are sufficient (taking into account current duties on 
schools and local authorities, and the powers of the GTCE).  

§ Whether there is a case for further measures to maintain trust in the teaching 
profession and protect children and young people from indoctrination and 
discrimination. Particularly, whether there is a case for affiliation to an organisation 
that promotes racism being grounds for barring from the profession.  

§ Whether the current safeguards, or further measures deemed necessary, should 
extend more widely across the school workforce. 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2009_0172  

 
 
Department for Communities and Local Government 

2007-08 Citizenship Survey: Empowered Communities Topic Report 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1345295.pdf  
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Israel 

United Nations 

Head of UN rights probe into Gaza conflict urges accountability for war crimes 
The head of the United Nations fact finding mission into the Gaza conflict today urged an 
end to impunity for human rights violations committed there earlier this year, given 
evidence that both Israeli forces and Palestinian militants are guilty of serious war crimes 
and breaches of humanitarian law, which may amount to crimes against humanity. … 
Justice Goldstone urged the 47-member Council to implement a number of measures, 
including referral of the mission’s report to the Security Council, since neither the 
Government of Israel nor the responsible Palestinian authorities have so far carried out 
any credible investigations into alleged violations.  … [The High Commissioner] referred 
to “the almost unbearable curtailment of Gazans’ right to work, their right to access to 
water, food, adequate housing and education, and their entitlement to the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental health. These conditions impair the life and 
dignity of the people of Gaza.” 
To read the full press release see 
 http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32339&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
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Other Relevant Information 
Department for International Development 

Faith in the marketplace 
The Tony Blair Faith Foundation, DFID, Islamic Relief, World Vision and Oxfam are 
working together to host 6 groundbreaking seminars to discuss the new perspectives 
emerging on Faith and Development. …The next seminar “Faith in the Marketplace?” will 
take place on Wednesday 30 September. This seminar will provide an opportunity for an 
open discussion around these key questions. Ken Costa, who has worked in investment 
banking for 30 years and is now Chairman of Lazard International and Tariq Ramadan, 
Professor of Islamic Studies at Oxford University, will be giving keynote addresses. Steve 
Chalke, founder of the Oasis Trust ,will chair the seminar and Reverend Giles Fraser 
Canon Chancellor, St Paul’s Cathedral and John Reynolds Church of England Ethical 
Investment Advisory Group are discussants.  
The next 4 seminars will explore the role faith communities play in conflict resolution, as 
healthcare and education service providers and as stewards of the environment. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/News-Stories/2009/Faith-in-the-marketplace/  
 
 

Welsh Assembly 

First Minister to step down  
The Right Hon. Rhodri Morgan AM, First Minister for Wales, has announced that he is to 
stand down as leader of the Labour Party in Wales.  For the Welsh Assembly 
Government, it is business as usual during the leadership selection process which is 
expected to last around seven or eight weeks. Throughout this period, the First Minister 
remains First Minister for Wales. This will be the case until the National Assembly 
nominates a new First Minister and that nomination is approved by Her Majesty the 
Queen. 
http://wales.gov.uk/news/latest/091001firstminister/?lang=en  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Reform of the House of Commons (closes 12 October 2009) 
http://news.parliament.uk/2009/09/committee-to-look-at-reform-of-the-commons/  
 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
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