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Israel 

Downing Street e-petitions 

We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to table a motion to expel Israel 
from the United Nations. 
When Israel was first admitted as a member of the United Nations in 1949, it was 
conditional of a declaration by it’s then government that it, “Unreservedly accepts the 
obligations of the United Nations Charter and undertakes to honour them from the day it 
became a member of the United Nations.” - General Assembly Resolution 273, 11 May 
1949. Since Israel out and out refuses to comply with several UN Resolutions stacked up 
against them, the time has now come to suspend them from the UN and place sanctions 
against them until they start to comply with International Law. 

Government response: The core UK goal for the Middle East Peace Process 
(MEPP) is a two-state solution, comprising two democratic states - Israel and 
Palestine - living side by side in peace, with secure and recognized borders.   
We believe that we need a robust dialogue with both Israelis and Palestinians to 
help bring this about.  We do not believe that sanctions or the suspension of Israel 
from international organisations would be productive.  Nevertheless, we will 
continue to take up with Israel the critical issues on which they need to move: 
settlements; movement and access in the West Bank; and humanitarian access to 
Gaza.  

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20352  
 
We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to resign in shame for watching the killing 
of hundreds of Gaza children by Israel and not stopping it, and if he does not wish to 
resign to explain to the world why he could not help these children. 
“Up to the 6th January 2009, 215 children have been reported to have been killed by 
Israeli forces, including at 3 UN schools. Also 89 women. This could have been stopped 
very easily by suspending diplomatic relations and suspending trade with Israel, or even 
threatening such. Just this action could have stopped the murder of these women and 
children. Around 1300 people were killed in Lebanon, again by Israel. Israel has killed 
thousands more civilians than AlQaida in 2001. Yet that sort of killing of civilians by Israel 
is not terrorism, it is self defense. Israel, having killed thousands of civilians without 
sanction, is teaching the children of the world how to terrorise people. Therefore Israel 
must be stopped. 

Government response: The UK government sincerely regrets the unnecessary 
loss of life, wherever it happens.  This is especially tragic when it involves children. 
We have been consistent and vociferous in our calls for Israel to abide by its 
commitments under international law.  We remain concerned by allegations of war 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20352


 
2 

crimes committed by both sides during the recent Gaza conflict.  The Foreign 
Secretary has been clear in his calls for all credible accusations to be promptly 
and fully investigated. 
In addition to our regret for unnecessary loss of life in Gaza, we have also been 
committed to helping improve the lives of Gazans in general.  Since the start of the 
recent Gaza conflict (27 December 2008) the UK has pledged £46.8m for 
immediate humanitarian assistance, early recovery activities (helping restore basic 
services and rebuild damaged and destroyed homes, schools and hospitals) and 
reconstruction. We have already committed over £20m, including £4m to United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), £4m to 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), £2.5m to the World Food 
Programme, and £1.2m to Oxfam. 
We are clear that the only way to permanently stop the suffering of both 
Palestinians and Israelis is to pursue vigorously a comprehensive peace, as 
foreseen by the Arab Peace Initiative and United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1850. 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20328  
 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Ivan Lewis visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories  
The Foreign Office Minister for the Middle East, Ivan Lewis, began a four-day official visit 
to the Occupied Palestinian Territories and Israel today …[he] will meet the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Dr. Riyad Al Malki. He will tour Qalqilya to see how the barrier is affecting 
the Palestinian community there, as well as parts of East Jerusalem. 
In Israel, the Minister will meet the Deputy Foreign Minister, Danny Ayalon, the 
Minister for Strategic Affairs, Moshe Ya’alon, and the Leader of the Opposition and 
Kadima Chair Tzipi Livni. 
Mr Lewis will also visit the southern Israeli town of Sderot where he will meet the Mayor 
David Buskila and visit a recently-dedicated park funded by JNF-UK. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=20705972  

 
 
United Nations 

New UN report spotlights humanitarian crisis triggered by blockade of Gaza 
The ongoing Israeli blockade of the Gaza Strip, now in its third year, has triggered a 
“protracted human dignity crisis” with negative humanitarian consequences, according to 
a new report released today by the United Nations relief wing.  
“At the heart of this crisis is the degradation in the living conditions of the population, 
caused by the erosion of livelihoods and the gradual decline in the state of infrastructure, 
and the quality of vital services in the areas of health, water and sanitation, and 
education,” adds the report, entitled “Locked In: The Humanitarian Impact of Two Years 
of Blockade on the Gaza Strip.” …It finds that the blockade has resulted in the 
devastation of livelihoods, rising food insecurity, a protracted energy crisis and a 
deterioration of water and sanitation infrastructure, among other issues.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31779&Cr=Gaza&Cr1=  
 
 

Locked In: The Humanitarian Impact of Two Years of Blockade on the Gaza Strip 
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/Ocha_opt_Gaza_impact_of_two_years_of_blockade_
August_2009_english.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 
 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/22187
8/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-consultation?view=Binary
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-consultation?view=Binary
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-consultation?view=Binary

	Contents
	Israel
	Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated
	Consultations           ** new or updated

