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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

Awards to honour exceptional local people tackling crime and anti-social 
behaviour 
The Community Crime Fighter awards are part of the government’s Justice Seen, Justice 
Done programme which is all about engaging the public in the fight against crime, 
informing the public of their rights on crime and justice and giving them the best possible 
local services. Community Crime Fighters are experienced local volunteers who are 
given the skills and training to work alongside police and local authorities to help make 
their areas safer. 
The awards have two categories: 

§ people who have taken a stand against anti-social behaviour or supported those 
affected by it. This will include newly trained Community Crime Fighters who have 
made a significant contribution to support crime reduction in their neighbourhoods 

§ local workers, nominated by Community Crime Fighters, for delivering a high 
quality, responsive local service such as police and housing officers. 

To read the full press release see 
http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/awards-honour-people  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

New guidance to help local councils put community cohesion at the heart of their 
services 
…The new guidance sets out how cohesion can be built into frontline services such as 
housing, schools, services for old people, recreation and culture. It also suggests how 
best to ensure that it is part of the council's day to day work - the importance of training 
frontline staff, reviewing current structures and working with partners including local 
media, voluntary groups and local employers. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1303700  
 
Guidance for local authorities on how to mainstream community cohesion into 
other services 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1303527.pdf  
 

http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/awards-honour-people
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1303700
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1303527.pdf
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The economic case for cohesion 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1303560.pdf  
 

------------------------------- 
 
Safeguarding Online: Explaining the risk posed by Violent Extremism 
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/general/Officers-
esafety-leaflet-v5.pdf?view=Binary  

 
 
UK Border Agency 

Certificates of approval - policy for the return of application fees 
On 9 April 2009 the UK Border Agency suspended the fee for applications to obtain a 
certificate of approval - a document that is required by many migrants who are subject to 
immigration control and who want to get married or register a civil partnership in the 
United Kingdom. 
If you applied for a certificate of approval between 1 February 2005 and 8 April 2009, you 
may now be eligible to have the fee returned to you if you can demonstrate that payment 
of the fee caused you real financial hardship. 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/newsarticles/2009/july/coa-return-
application-fees?area=allNews  
 

Certificate of Approval Fee Refund guidance notes   
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/partners-other-
family/coa-refund-guidance 
Certificate of Approval Fee Refund Application Form   
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/partners-other-
family/coa-refund-form 

 
 
FAWC 

Proceedings of the open meeting - 8 July 2009 
…The next FAWC report on future welfare strategy, to be published in late summer 
2009, would for the first time present the ethical position advocated by the Council.  The 
first question was whether man had any rights to use farm animals.  That man has the 
right to use farm animals was decided by Parliament in 1911 but the report would also 
cover what uses of farm animals were acceptable or unacceptable and what were the 
minimum standards for the treatment of farm animals.  FAWC’s precautionary principle 
was that animal welfare should be forefront, and that the animal should be given the 
benefit of the doubt. … 
…FAWC [said] All slaughtermen should be demonstrably competent and this should 
include a five yearly review.  The Shochet involved in Shechita slaughter had seven 
years training and regular reviews. … 
To read the complete note of the meeting see 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/meetings/090708.htm  
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Community Relations 

Downing Street e-Petition 

We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to update harassment laws to prohibit 
religious bullying aimed at children.  
The current laws on harassment are not sufficient to protect children from the sort of 
bullying that religious groups use every day to coerce children into obedience and belief. 
Threatening an adult with eternal torture may be distasteful but is not likely to result in 
psychological damage. This is not the case with children. The effects of religious bullying 
can be long-term and serious, from nightmares and depression to anxiety disorders and 
even suicide. The fact that threats of damnation, torture and other extreme punishment 
are used routinely is clear evidence that existing laws are insufficient. We call on the 
Prime Minister to clarify the existing harassment laws by adding clauses outlawing any 
form of threat, supernatural or otherwise, aimed at children; and to provide guidance to 
the police and other authorities on the enforcement of these laws.” 

Government response 
The Government has a range of measures in place already for preventing and 
addressing bullying in schools and in the community. 
Every maintained school by law must provide Religious Education (RE) which 
helps pupils to learn about the concept of religion and belief and its significance to 
peoples’ lives and society.  Schools are also under a statutory duty to determine 
measures which promote good behaviour, respect for others and prevent all forms 
of bullying, including bullying related to race, religion, culture, sexual orientation, 
disability, gender or gender identity. This provision was enacted in the School 
Standards and Framework Act in 1998 and was re-enacted in the Education and 
Inspections Act 2006.  In addition the Government has introduced a statutory duty 
on schools to promote community cohesion, which came into effect from 
September 2007.  
The community cohesion duty requires schools to achieve a situation where 
children:  

§ understand others, value diversity, apply and defend human rights and are 
skilled in participation and responsible action;  

§ fulfil their potential and succeed at the highest level possible, with no 
barriers to access and participation in learning and to wider activities, and 
no variation between outcomes for different groups;  

§ have real and positive relationships with people from different backgrounds, 
and feel part of a community, at a local, national and international level.   

In terms of discrimination legislation and the expression of religious view in 
schools, all schools, have a responsibility for the welfare of the children in their 
care and to adhere to curriculum guidance including that for Religious Education. 
If religious beliefs are explained in an appropriate way in an educational context 
that takes into account existing guidance on the delivery of RE, then schools 
should not be acting unlawfully under discrimination legislation. However, if a 
school conveyed its belief in a way that involved haranguing or berating a 
particular pupil or group of pupils then this would be unacceptable in any 
circumstances and might constitute unlawful discrimination. 
More generally, schools need to explain any religious views in an appropriate way 
bearing in mind that schools should promote respect between pupils and are 
under a duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of all pupils at the school.  
In their inspections Ofsted will look at whether schools have appropriate systems 
in place for tackling all forms of bullying and that they meet the duty to promote 
community cohesion. School Inspectors will routinely seek views from pupils about 
their experiences, including whether they feel free from bullying and harassment.  
The Department of Children Schools and Families (DCSF) has produced a suite of 
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guidance entitled ‘Safe to Learn:  embedding anti-bullying work in schools’ which 
provides schools with information and advice on how to prevent and tackle all 
forms of bullying. The guidance was published in September 2007 together with 
specialist advice on homophobic bullying and cyberbullying and it links to existing 
guidance published in March 2006 on ‘Bullying Around Race Religion and 
Culture’. In 2008 the Department published additional guidance on how to prevent 
and tackle the bullying of children with special educational needs and disabilities, 
and are currently developing new guidance on bullying related to gender and 
gender identity to ensure schools have information and advice relating to all the 
equality strands. 
In April 2009 DCSF launched guidance to help practitioners prevent and tackle 
bullying of children and young people in out-of-school settings such as: further 
education colleges, play and leisure provision, youth activities, Children’s Homes, 
extended services in and around schools and on journeys around the community. 
These guidance documents – titled ‘Safe from Bullying’ – sets out how different 
local services can work together to put a stop to bullying, including racist bullying. 
It includes guidance for practitioners in each of these settings, along with a guide 
for local authorities and a set of training resources for staff. 
The Anti-Bullying Alliance and the National Strategies advisers are providing 
support and challenge to LAs and schools, helping them to improve their anti-
bullying policies and strategies, and will ensure that the Safe to Learn guidance is 
effectively embedded in schools. The Anti-Bullying Alliance also will support local 
areas to tackle bullying in their communities by developing their field force of 
regional anti-bullying advisers. The Department will monitor the situation closely 
and provide support and challenge, where necessary. 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20258  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Shock and sadness at attack on Israeli gay centre 
Speaking in response to the killing of two gay people in Tel Aviv, Israel on 1 August an 
FCO spokesperson said:  "We were shocked and saddened by the horrific attack on 
innocent people at the Tel Aviv Gay and Lesbian Association in Tel Aviv, Israel, on 
Saturday August 1st.  Our condolences and sympathies go out to those who have 
suffered as a result of this outrage. 
Whilst the motives behind the attack have not yet been confirmed, the UK government 
deplores and condemns all instances of violence and discrimination against individuals 
and groups because of their sexual orientation or gender identity. 
Israel is known for its tolerant stance towards its gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
communities, which makes this attack even more alarming. We welcome the Israeli 
authorities' and civil society's swift reaction and condemnation of the attack, including 
Prime Minister Netanyahu's statement." 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=20667755  

 
 
United Nations 
 

UN concerned over potential further evictions in East Jerusalem 
In the wake of the evictions of dozens of Palestinian refugees in East Jerusalem earlier 
this week, the United Nations today voiced concern that more families could be forced 
out of their homes by Israel, causing further humanitarian suffering. …Robert Serry, UN 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20258
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=20667755
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Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, characterized the evictions as 
“unacceptable” earlier this week, stressing that the move only serves to amplify already 
high tensions and block progress towards the peace process. 
“These actions are contrary to the provisions of the Geneva Conventions related to the 
occupied territory,” he said, adding that they flout the united calls by the international 
community, including those by the diplomatic Quartet comprising the UN, the United 
States, the European Union and Russia. 
In a joint communiqué issued after a June meeting, the Quartet called on Israel to “to 
refrain from provocative actions in East Jerusalem, including home demolition and 
evictions.” … The Special Coordinator has also stressed that the UN rejects Israeli 
claims that the evictions are a matter for municipal and domestic courts, urging Israel to 
abide by international law and its obligations under the Roadmap plan for Israel and 
Palestine to live side by side in peace. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31698&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 

 
Palestinian economy wins boost from online programme for customs 
International businesses based in the West Bank are set to benefit from a state of the art 
web-based system for tracking goods coming in and out of the area, launched today by 
Palestinian customs in partnership with the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development.  
The online system, known as ASYCUDA WORLD, will speed up transactions and lower 
costs for Palestinian exporters and importers, according to a news release issued by 
UNCTAD. 
Palestinian customs clearance agents and private trading companies will be able to 
process customs declarations and related documents electronically from their own 
premises without having to visit customs offices. 
UNCTAD said that the new software, the final stage in upgrading Palestinian customs’ 
computerized system, is also expected to improve the customs authority’s risk 
management and post-auditing processes, reduce fraud and smuggling, provide better 
data to inform public policy and increase customs and tax revenues.    . 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31723&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  
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Foreign Affairs 

Downing Street e-Petition 

We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to ensure that the UK Government uses 
all of its powers to reject and, if possible, veto any attempt at the United Nations to limit 
free speech in relation to religion and any associated attempt to criminalise the criticism 
of religion and encourage other governments to similarly reject/veto any such attempt.” 
Details of Petition: 
“The Organisation of the Islamic Conference, a voting block within the United Nations, is 
currently attempting to use its power within that organisation to seek to have a binding 
resolution made attempting to force governments to criminalise freedom of expression. In 
pursuing this course of action it seeks to promote the idea that religion can be defamed 
and that criticism of religion should be outlawed. This is a gross violation of the most 
basic and fundamental of Human Rights, that of freedom of speech. It must be countered 
by all governments wherever possible and properly identified for what it is, a blatant 
attempt to stifle debate and criticism of religion. Religions do not have rights, people do. 
Whilst this is being introduced by Islamic countries it is not specific to the religion of 
Islam. The original non-binding resolution can be found on the UN web site. 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31698&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31723&Cr=Palestin&Cr1
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Government response  
The British Government is committed to protecting the human rights of all, 
including the rights to freedom of expression, and to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion. These rights are guaranteed by the Universal Declaration 
on Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
The resolution on defamation of religions was first introduced at the Commission 
of Human Rights in 1999 and again during the 10th session of the Human Rights 
Council held in March 2009 in Geneva.   The United Kingdom, as with all other 
members of the European Union, has consistently opposed this resolution on the 
grounds that it limits the right to freedom of expression.  The UK does not accept 
that defamation of religion is a human rights concept.  International human rights 
law protects individuals in the exercise of their freedom of religion or belief: it does 
not protect beliefs, faiths or philosophies. However, we strongly support the right 
to freedom of religion or belief, and believe that it is complementary to the right to 
freedom of expression. 
The right to freedom of expression is not absolute and can be subject to certain 
restrictions that are provided by law and are necessary for respecting the rights or 
reputations of others, or for the protection of national security or of public order, 
public health or morals.  In line with our domestic legislation, we have argued that 
that any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement 
to discrimination, hostility or violence should be prohibited by law, in accordance 
with the international obligations of States and that these prohibitions are 
consistent with freedom of opinion and expression.  
 The United Kingdom will continue to protect and promote freedom of expression 
internationally, including by opposing attempts to curtail it by deploying the 
concept of defamation of religions. 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20244 
 
 
House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee 

Human Rights Annual Report 2008 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmfaff/557/557.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20244
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmfaff/557/557.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
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European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Preventing Violent Extremism  (closes 17 September 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/clg/clgpn090721pve.cfm  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 
 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/22187
8/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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