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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Home Affairs Committee 
Report on points based migration 
The Commons Home Affairs Committee has today concluded that practical 
implementation of the new Points Based System for managed migration on the whole 
gets a cautious welcome, in particular for the emphasis it places on transparent and 
objective criteria. However …awarding points for past earnings or academic 
qualifications gives undue priority to easily-quantifiable attributes and ignores ability or 
experience, and it recommends that professional training and experience should be 
recognised under the system. …it also concludes that several key structures on which 
the system is built - most notably the calibration of points, the shortage occupation lists, 
the compliance responsibilities placed on sponsors and the introduction of administrative 
review - need revision. … 
Removal of appeal rights …will inevitably lead to a rise in judicial review challenges, and 
may mean an increase in representations made to Members of Parliament to intercede in 
individual cases. Responses to representations made to MPs on behalf of their 
constituents are already slow and poor, and the UK Border Agency is ‘spectacularly 
failing to meet its target of responding to 95% of correspondence within 20 days’. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.parliament.uk/2009/08/report-on-points-based-migration/  
 

 
Managing Migration: The Points Based System 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmhaff/217/217i.pdf  

 
 
UK Border Agency 

Tough new points system for earning citizenship 
…The new points based test for citizenship …will award migrants points for building up 
different attributes and skills. Proposals being launched in the new consultation would 
see people rewarded for economic contributions, skills and English language proficiency 
above the level already expected. Points could be removed and citizenship withheld or 
delayed for those breaking the law or committing anti-social behaviour. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/newsarticles/2009/august/pbs-for-
citizenship?area=allNews  

 

http://news.parliament.uk/2009/08/report-on-points-based-migration/
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http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/newsarticles/2009/august/pbs-for-citizenship?area=allNews
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

The inaugural Mosaic International Summer School 
Eighty young Muslims from around the world have gathered in the UK to discuss 
leadership, social and environmental issues. …Outlining the inspiration for the formation 
of Mosaic and what it aims to achieve, John O’Brien, Managing Director of Mosaic said: 
"Well Mosaic as set up eighteen months ago by the Prince of Wales who expressed two 
concerns that he was hoping could be addressed by the initiative. The first was that 
within the United Kingdom it was to address the challenges faced my many young 
Muslims and the plight they have in our inner cities and towns. The second issue was to 
do with the misunderstanding that has arisen between the Western world and the Islamic 
world and that has grown over the years but it’s something the Prince has been 
concerned about over many years previously. What this summer school was able to do 
was really bring young leaders together that could look at some of the issues that are 
common to all of us, be it the environment and the climate change, the need to get 
enterprise to address poverty and things of that kind, and this summer school has really 
achieved that in the last two weeks." 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=20642237  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

United Nations 

Magna Carta and Anne Frank diaries among items joining UNESCO register 
The diaries of Holocaust victim Anne Frank…are among 35 items of documentary 
heritage that are being added to a United Nations register designed to preserve them for 
future generations. …There are now 193 inscriptions on the register, which began in 
1997 and aims to preserve and promote documentary heritage that is considered to be of 
global significance and often endangered. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31634&Cr=unesco&Cr1=  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

United Nations 

Middle East seminar hears UN call for journalists to do more to encourage peace 
Journalists can do more to broaden the public dialogue about the situation in the Middle 
East and help bridge the gap between Israelis and Palestinians, the United Nations’ 
public information chief has told a seminar on peace in the region. …“You have 
enormous power to reach out to the widest possible audience to change the mindsets… 
for better understanding and a peaceful future for all people in the Middle East,”  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31649&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
 

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes today 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
 

Preventing Violent Extremism  (closes 17 September 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/clg/clgpn090721pve.cfm  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 
 
** Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/clg/clgpn090721pve.cfm
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-consultation?view=Binary
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-consultation?view=Binary
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-consultation?view=Binary

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	Holocaust
	Israel
	Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated
	Consultations           ** new or updated

