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Israel 

House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee 

Foreign Affairs Committee publishes report on Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories 
Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman Mike Gapes MP said: "We welcome the 
endorsement by Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu of a two-state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, but we are concerned about continuing settlement growth, and the 
situation in Gaza. The Committee concludes that Hamas targets civilians in its attacks in 
Israel, while Israel’s military action in Gaza in December 2008/January 2009 was 
disproportionate. We welcome the establishment of the UN Human Rights Council’s 
inquiry into the conflict under Judge Goldstone. We call on the Government to give the 
Goldstone inquiry its full support and to press Israel to cooperate with it fully. We also 
welcome the Government’s decision to revoke some licences for arms exports to Israel, 
in light of the Gaza conflict. …We see few signs that the current policy of non-
engagement with Hamas is achieving the Quartet’s stated objectives. We therefore 
reiterate our recommendation from 2007, that the Government should urgently consider 
engaging with moderate elements within Hamas. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.parliament.uk/2009/07/committee-publish-report-on-israel-and-palestinian-
territories/  

 
 

Global Security: Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (39.6MB) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmfaff/261/261.pdf  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Growing depth and breadth of relationship with Syria 
Foreign Secretary, David Miliband, met the Foreign Minister of the Syrian Arab Republic, 
Walid al-Muallem, on 24 July and spoke of the vitally important relationship between the 
two countries. He said: …We, both countries have very strong interests in a stable and 
prosperous and peaceful Middle East and that means addressing head on some of the 
main challenges that are posed to regional stability at the moment – the Israel Arab 
dispute, the reintegration of Iraq in to the region, the threat of nuclear proliferation from 
Iran.  And I want us to do this together through discussion and debate and not pretending 
that on every issue there is immediate alignment, but that on all issues we’re determined 
to try and understand each other and work together. …On the dispute between Israel 
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and the Palestinians over the creation of a Palestinian state and the wider dispute 
between Israel and the Arab world.  I said to His Excellency today that I believe we have 
a genuinely historic opportunity, but also a historic responsibility because of the new 
approach that’s been taken by the Obama administration since January the 20th, an 
approach which I think is wholly welcome, which is fully engaged and which is clear and 
consistent.  President Obama has defined peace between Israel and the Arab world as 
being in the American national interest, a very significant statement and I repeat today 
that it is in the British interest as well.  
There, we discussed today the important issue of how new direct negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians are triggered by a freeze on settlements, an issue which has 
rightly assumed prominence.  But we’ve also discussed the need to address the grave 
doubts that exist, and fears that exist among many Israelis about whether or not they will 
be accepted in the region.  And it’s because of that fear amongst other reasons that I 
think the Arab Peace Initiative has particular significance and importance.  With Senator 
Mitchell, George Mitchell, going to Damascus tomorrow it’s been a particularly good time 
to have talks with Foreign Minister Muallem. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=20607950  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  

  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
closes tomorrow 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (closes 28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
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Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
 

Preventing Violent Extremism  (closes 17 September 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/clg/clgpn090721pve.cfm  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 
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