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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Equality Bill 
Mr. Evennett: To ask the Minister for Women and Equality what recent representations 
she has received from religious organisations on the provisions of the Equality Bill. 
[288122] 

Michael Jabez Foster: My officials and I have received a number of 
representations from religion and belief organisations and individuals since the 
introduction of the Equality Bill in April this year. 
Since April there have been meetings with the Catholic Bishops Conference of 
England and Wales, the General Synod of the Church of England and the National 
Secular Society. 
In that same period we have also received 45 letters from religious or belief 
organisations and members of the public on the provisions within the Bill. The 
main issues raised were: 

The public sector equality duty; 
The occupational requirements employment exception; 
Catholic adoption agencies; 
The harassment provisions; 
The curbing of religious freedom and expression; and 
A perceived hierarchy of rights where some protected characteristics take 
precedence over others. 

In addition to the representations mentioned above, a number of religious and 
belief organisations made submissions to the House of Commons' Public Bill 
Committee on the Equality Bill. The Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and 
Wales and the British Humanist Association presented written evidence. Oral 
evidence was presented by the British Humanist Association, the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews, the Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales, 
the General Synod of the Church of England, the National Secular Society and the 
Muslim Women's Network. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w00
21.htm#0907212000005  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w0021.htm#0907212000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w0021.htm#0907212000005
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Water Charges: Voluntary Organisations 
Mrs. Spelman: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs in 
which water company areas voluntary groups are affected by the new system of surface 
water charges; and what assessment has been made of the likelihood of such systems 
being taken up in other such areas. [288981] 

Huw Irranca-Davies: Four of the 10 water and sewerage companies in England 
and Wales have switched to site area charging for surface water drainage: 
Northumbrian Water, Severn Trent Water, United Utilities and Yorkshire Water. 
While Ofwat is recommending that other companies switch to site area charging 
for surface water drainage, it is for companies to decide whether to make the 
switch and for Ofwat, as the independent economic regulator of the water industry, 
to approve charging schemes. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w00
07.htm#0907202000054  
 

 
Home Office 

London 2012: Olympic and Paralympic Safety and Security Strategy 
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/general/olympics-
2012/Olympic-summary-A4.pdf?view=Binary  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has made any recent assessment of the economic relationship between 
Israeli commercial and residential settlements. [287151] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: No such assessment has been made. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w00
55.htm#09072117000093  
 

Israel: Imports 
Lynne Jones: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 8 July 2009, Official Report, column 856W, on Israel: imports, 
if he will place in the Library a copy of (a) the draft voluntary guidance on origin labelling 
of produce from the occupied Palestinian territories and (b) the minutes of the roundtable 
meeting with representatives from food retailers and trading organisations. [287258] 

Jim Fitzpatrick: I have been asked to reply. 
DEFRA is working with other Departments, including the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, HM Revenue and Customs, the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills and the Food Standards Agency with the intention of carrying 
out a public consultation on the labelling of produce from the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories shortly. The draft voluntary guidance will be available on DEFRA's 
website. The details of the roundtable meeting with food retailers and traders will 
not be disclosed, since to do so could harm the frankness and candour of internal 
discussion. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w00
55.htm#09072117000094  
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w0007.htm#0907202000054
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w0007.htm#0907202000054
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/general/olympics-2012/Olympic-summary-A4.pdf?view=Binary
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/general/olympics-2012/Olympic-summary-A4.pdf?view=Binary
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w0055.htm#09072117000093
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w0055.htm#09072117000093
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w0055.htm#09072117000094
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w0055.htm#09072117000094
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Origin Marking: Israel 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs if he 
will commission research into consumer attitudes in respect of country of origin labelling 
for goods imported into the UK from Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian 
territories. [287155] 

Jim Fitzpatrick: The Government are not planning to commission research into 
consumer attitudes in respect of labelling goods from the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w00
06.htm#0907202000039  
 

Palestinians 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has received recent reports of Palestinians working in Israeli settlements in 
the occupied Palestinian territory being subject to (a) restrictions on their involvement, (b) 
detention, (c) removal of their work permits, (d) the loss of land and (e) other forms of 
coercion by Israeli soldiers. [287156] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We follow closely the situation of Palestinians across the West 
Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem. But we have not received specific reports 
relating to Palestinians working in settlements. 

Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports his Department has received of the terms and conditions of employment of 
(a) Palestinian, (b) Israeli and (c) Thai workers employed on the Israeli settlements of the 
occupied Palestinian territory. [287159] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Department has not received such reports. 
Lynne Jones: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 7 July 2009, Official Report, column 632W, on Palestinians, 
what response he has received from his Israeli counterpart to his call for Israel to freeze 
settlement construction; and following the demolition of houses in East Jerusalem, if he 
will call for the suspension of the EU/Israel Association Agreement. [287259] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: There is still the need for more movement from Israel, including a 
complete freeze in settlement construction, in line with Israel's Roadmap 
commitments. We will continue to make our position clear both publicly and 
privately. 
On the second point, EU Foreign Ministers emphasised on 15 June 2009 that an 
upgrade in the relationship must be set against the context of our shared interests 
and objectives, including progress on the middle east peace process. The EU 
proposed that the current plan should remain in place for the time being. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w00
56.htm#09072117000102  
 

Palestinians: Children 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has received recent reports of the use of child labour in the occupied 
Palestinian territory. [287154] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We have received no such reports. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w00
56.htm#09072117000103  
 

Palestinians: Israel 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment his Department has made of the working conditions of Palestinians 
employed in the Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory; and on what 
evidential basis the assessment was made. [287158] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We have made no such assessment. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w0006.htm#0907202000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w0006.htm#0907202000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w0056.htm#09072117000102
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w0056.htm#09072117000102
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w0056.htm#09072117000103
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w0056.htm#09072117000103
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Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent estimate he has made of the number of businesses in Israeli settlements which 
export goods or produce to the UK which have been built on Palestinian private property. 
[287162] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We have made no such assessment. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w00
56.htm#09072117000104  
 

Hamas 
Mr. Wallace: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
his policy is on meetings between representatives of the Government and Hamas. 
[288495] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The UK position is clear: we do not believe it is productive to talk 
to Hamas directly. The military wing of Hamas is proscribed in the UK as a terrorist 
organisation: they fire rockets at innocent civilians and put ordinary Palestinians in 
harm’s way. We believe that to talk to Hamas directly at this time would simply 
undermine those Palestinians who are committed to peace. 
The Arab League has mandated Egypt to communicate with Hamas. We are in 
regular contact with both the Arab League and Egypt. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090720/text/90720w00
55.htm#09072117000090  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/033/amend/ml033-ixr.htm  

 
** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/131/amend/pbc1312007a.12
01.html  

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
closes in 7 days 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 
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