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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Tim Farron (1909) Surface water drainage charges -  That this House is extremely 
concerned by the impact of changes to the way surface water drainage is charged that 
allows water companies to base the charge for processing rainwater at non-domestic 
properties on the size of the site, instead of the rateable value of the property; recognises 
the devastating impact this rain tax will have on charities, churches, community groups 
and amateur sports clubs; urges the water companies to demonstrate greater social 
responsibility towards voluntary groups; and calls on the Government to use the 
forthcoming Flood and Water Management Bill to grant Ofwat the authority to introduce 
social tariffs for charitable groups and voluntary organisations to ensure they are 
protected from disproportionately high price increases. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=39134&SESSION=899  
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Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 
There will be a Westminster Hall debate on Government policy on Israeli settlements 
on Tuesday 21 July (9.30-11.00) 

 
 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Origin Marking: Israel 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (1) 
with reference to the round table meeting on 31 March 2009 with representatives from 
food retailers and trading organisations on food labelling, what steps his Department is 
taking in the preparation of voluntary guidance to supermarkets on country of origin 
labelling of produce from Israeli settlements; [287173] 
(2) pursuant to the answer from the Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
to the hon. Member for Birmingham, Selly Oak, of 8 July 2009, Official Report, column 
856W, on Israel: imports, when he expects to announce the next step in public 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=39134&SESSION=899
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consultation on the labelling of goods imported into the UK from Israeli settlements in the 
Palestinian territories. [287174] 

Jim Fitzpatrick: Following the meeting on 31 March, the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs is currently working with other Departments 
including the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, HM Revenue and Customs, the 
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills and the Food Standards Agency 
with the intention to carrying out a public consultation on the labelling of produce 
from the Occupied Palestinian Territories shortly. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090716/text/90716w00
05.htm#09071664000036  
 

Israel 
Mr. Letwin: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent representations he has made to the government of Israel on the reported boarding 
of, and removal of persons from, a Free Gaza boat in international waters by Israeli 
troops; and if he will make a statement. [284127] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to his Israeli 
counterpart, Avigdor Lieberman, on 1 July 2009 and raised the issue with him. The 
Foreign Secretary asked whether or not the Spirit of Humanity was intercepted in 
international waters. We will continue to press the Israeli Government for 
clarification. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090716/text/90716w00
14.htm#09071664000120  
 

Palestinians: Israel 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether officials of his Department have held recent meetings with representatives of 
labour rights groups in Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory to discuss 
labour conditions in that territory. [287157] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: There have been no recent meetings. 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether his Department has received requests from UK companies for advice on 
obligations under international law in respect of trade with Israeli settlements in the 
occupied Palestinian territory in the last 12 months. [287160] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We consider all settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories to be illegal under international law, and a serious obstacle to peace, 
and have made this position clear. 
The import of goods from settlements was discussed at a roundtable meeting 
hosted by Cabinet Office officials regarding proposed voluntary guidance on the 
labelling of settlement produce in March. That meeting was attended by 
representatives of Government, retailers and some UK companies. 
We have not provided legal advice on UK companies' obligations in relation to 
trade with Israeli settlements, on which UK companies should of course take their 
own independent advice. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090716/text/90716w00
15.htm#09071664000122  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090716/text/90716w0005.htm#09071664000036
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090716/text/90716w0005.htm#09071664000036
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090716/text/90716w0014.htm#09071664000120
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090716/text/90716w0014.htm#09071664000120
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090716/text/90716w0015.htm#09071664000122
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090716/text/90716w0015.htm#09071664000122
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://nifriendsofisrael.wordpress.com/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/focus_page/008-58035-201-07-30-901-20090710FCS58034-20-07-2009-2009/default_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/focus_page/008-58035-201-07-30-901-20090710FCS58034-20-07-2009-2009/default_en.htm
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Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf 
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Other Relevant Information 

Northern Ireland 
Launch of Northern Ireland Friends of Israel website 
http://nifriendsofisrael.wordpress.com/  
 
 

European Parliament 
Profiles of the leaders of Parliament's political groups 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/focus_page/008-58035-201-07-30-901-
20090710FCS58034-20-07-2009-2009/default_en.htm  
 
 

European Court of Human Rights 
Decisions On Conspicuous Religious Symbols 
…Miss Aktas, Miss Bayrak, Miss Gamaleddyn, Miss Ghazal, Mr Jasvir Singh and Mr 
Ranjit Singh were enrolled in various state schools for the year 2004-2005. On the first 
day of school, the girls, who are Muslims, arrived wearing a headscarf or kerchief. The 
boys were wearing a “keski”, an under-turban worn by Sikhs. 
The Head Masters of the schools considered that the headwear in question infringed the 
legislation prohibiting the wearing of dress or other symbols that manifested religious 
affiliation, and not only during physical education classes but in all classes, in 
accordance with a French law of 2004. When the pupils refused to remove the offending 
headwear the Head Masters denied them access to the classroom. … 
In all these cases, the ban on the wearing by pupils of religious symbols constituted a 
restriction of their freedom to manifest their religion, that restriction being provided for by 
the law of 15 March 2004 (and restated in Article L. 141-5-1 of the Education Code), 
which pursued the legitimate aim of protecting the rights and freedoms of others and 
public order. 
The Court pointed out that the expulsion measure could be explained by the 
requirements of protecting the rights and freedoms of others and public order rather than 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf
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by any objections to the pupils’ religious beliefs. … 
The Court agreed with the opinion of the French authorities that the permanent wearing 
of substitute headwear also constituted a manifestation of religious affiliation. It pointed 
out that the 2004 law had to apply to the appearance of new religious symbols and also 
to potential attempts to circumvent the law. 
As to the punishment of definitive expulsion, it was not disproportionate as the pupils still 
had the possibility of continuing their schooling by correspondence courses. 
The interference by the authorities with the pupils’ freedom to manifest their religion was 
therefore justified and proportionate to the aim pursued. Consequently, their complaints 
under Article 9 had to be rejected as manifestly ill-founded. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?item=2&portal=hbkm&action=html&highlight=
&sessionid=26809398&skin=hudoc-pr-en  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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