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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Extremist Organisations 
Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they propose to take to 
counter the level of racially biased materials being disseminated by extremist 
organisations with the aim of increasing prejudice, hatred and violence. [HL4771] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of 
Spithead): In February 2009, a ministerial seminar agreed a cross-governmental 
action plan to address community concerns about anti-Semitic and other hate 
material circulated on the internet. It recognised the challenges and need to 
balance freedom of speech with a responsibility to tackle illegal material whose 
purpose is incitement. 
The plan is being overseen by the Home Office Minister Alan Campbell and has 
been incorporated into the cross-governmental Hate Crime Action Plan which is to 
be launched Autumn 2009. 
More broadly, the police and, where necessary, the security services, already 
monitor and evaluate the words and actions of individuals and organisations 
preaching racially and religiously inflammatory messages and take action where 
appropriate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90714w0002.htm#0907
1475000410  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Spirit of Humanity 
Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has made representations to the Government of Israel over the interception 
in international waters by the Israeli navy of the Free Gaza ship, Spirit of Humanity and 
the subsequent detention in an Israeli port of the vessel and those on board; and if he will 
make a statement. [285849] 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90714w0002.htm#09071475000410
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90714w0002.htm#09071475000410
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Mr. Ivan Lewis [holding answer 13 July 2009]: We are unable to confirm whether 
the Spirit of Humanity was intercepted in international waters or in Gazan waters. 
When my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to his Israeli counterpart, 
Avigdor Lieberman, on 1 July 2009, he raised the issue with him. Officials at our 
embassy in Tel Aviv confirm that they were given good access to the British 
nationals arrested by the Israelis and that they were all treated well during their 
detention. The Israeli authorities deported the British nationals on 6 July 2009 and 
they are now back in the UK. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090714/text/90714w00
30.htm#09071476000071  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their response to the latest 
report from the International Committee of the Red Cross on the situation in Gaza. 
[HL4693] 

Lord Brett: This short report from the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) provides a stark and honest account of the current situation in Gaza. The 
situation remains extremely serious, and although some basic humanitarian 
assistance is getting into Gaza, access constraints are severely impeding aid 
efforts and wider recovery. The UK continues to press the Israeli Government to 
provide full and unhindered access for humanitarian aid, aid workers, and the 
materials needed for reconstruction. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90714w0002.htm#0907
1475000413 
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Foreign Affairs 

Department for International Development 

Annual Report 2008-2009 
Volume 1    
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Documents/publications/departmental-report/2009/volume1.pdf  
 

Volume 2   
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Documents/publications/departmental-report/2009/volume2.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/033/amend/su033-viiia.htm   
 

 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  

 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090714/text/90714w0030.htm#09071476000071
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090714/text/90714w0030.htm#09071476000071
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90714w0002.htm#09071475000413
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90714w0002.htm#09071475000413
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Documents/publications/departmental-report/2009/volume1.pdf
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Documents/publications/departmental-report/2009/volume2.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/033/amend/su033-viiia.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf
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Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 
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