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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

NHS: Religious Practice 
Colin Challen: To ask the Secretary of State for Health if he will revise his Department's 
document, NHS chaplaincy: meeting the religious and spiritual needs of patients and 
staff of 2003 to reflect the needs of the secular community; and if he will include in the 
working party referred to in annex 3 of the document members and representatives of the 
secular community. [284314] 

Phil Hope: There are no current plans to revise this publication. Following the 
passage of the Equality Bill that is currently before Parliament, the Department will 
consider whether there is a need to revise guidance on issues of religion and 
belief, including NHS chaplaincy. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090706/text/90706w00
19.htm#09070631000029  

 
 
Ministry of Justice 

Genocide – Jack Straw to strengthen law 
New plans to strengthen the law on genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
were announced by Justice Secretary Jack Straw today. 
These three types of crime are covered by the International Criminal Court Act 2001. But 
the UK cannot currently prosecute under the Act those who committed such crimes 
before that year. 
To allow for prosecutions of earlier crimes, Mr Straw said the government has now 
decided to extend the law so those suspected of committing genocide, war crimes and 
crimes against humanity since 1 January 1991 can be prosecuted in the UK. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease070709b.htm  
 
 

Scotland Office 

Faith groups can help government deliver says Murphy 
Mr Murphy, writing in this week's Scottish Catholic Observer, says that he would like 'a 
new partnership which harnesses the goodwill of faith and the funding of 
government.' …The Secretary of State has met regularly with faith groups in Scotland 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090706/text/90706w0019.htm#09070631000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090706/text/90706w0019.htm#09070631000029
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease070709b.htm
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including a recent initiative to reject racist views in the run up to the European elections 
in June. He is talking to UK Cabinet colleagues to examine ways in which the strengths 
of faith groups in Scotland can be used to even greater effect. …'I want a greater role for 
faith groups in delivering government services.  …This isn't about providing welfare on 
the cheap or Government passing the buck to outside organisations.  It's about 
recognising that faith groups are often the first port of call for those who don't know 
where to turn.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotlandoffice.gov.uk/scotlandoffice/12344.html  
 
To read the full Scottish Catholic Observer article see 
http://www.scotlandoffice.gov.uk/scotlandoffice/12346.html  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Internally Displaced Persons 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on the eviction of families from the Sheikh Jarrah district of 
East Jerusalem; what representations he has made to the Israeli Gvernment on the 
matter; and if he will make a statement. [284949] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We are extremely concerned by the continued eviction notices 
served on Palestinian families in East Jerusalem and have pressed the Israeli 
Government to suspend these eviction notices immediately. We have supported 
an EU presidency statement expressing the EU's deep concern about the issue of 
eviction notices to the al-Rawi and Hanoun families in East Jerusalem and calling 
for the al-Kurd family to be allowed to return to their home. 
Additionally, my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary made the UK's concerns 
clear in his statement to the UN Security Council on 11 May 2009 and it was also 
discussed during the EU Foreign Ministers' meeting on 15 June 2009. The UK will 
continue to raise this with Israeli officials both in public and in private. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090706/text/90706w00
10.htm#09070625000102  
 

Interpal 
Jo Swinson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether his Department has had discussions with the Quartet representative on the 
designation by the US administration of the charity Interpal as a terrorist organisation. 
[284463] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We have not discussed Interpal with the quartet representative. 
Our officials are in discussion with their US counterparts about how to facilitate 
legitimate charitable work while protecting against any risk of funds being misused 
by terrorists. These discussions have included reference to the Interpal's status in 
the US as a designated organisation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090706/text/90706w00
10.htm#09070625000101  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scotlandoffice.gov.uk/scotlandoffice/12344.html
http://www.scotlandoffice.gov.uk/scotlandoffice/12346.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090706/text/90706w0010.htm#09070625000102
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090706/text/90706w0010.htm#09070625000102
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090706/text/90706w0010.htm#09070625000101
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090706/text/90706w0010.htm#09070625000101
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Department for International Development 

Supporting the International Committee of the Red Cross in Gaza 
When people think of the conflict that struck those living in and close to the Gaza Strip at 
the end of 2008, they remember the scenes of the death and destruction. More than 
1,400 people in the Gaza Strip, including many civilians, were killed and over 5,600 
wounded.  …During those weeks of anguish, people were risking - and sometimes losing 
- their lives on a daily basis as they attempted to rescue and help those caught up in the 
violence. …The ICRC employs 85 people in Gaza and works closely with the associated 
national societies of the Palestinian Red Crescent Society (PRCS) and across the border 
in its sister organisation, the Israeli Magen David Adom (MDA).   …During the conflict, 
ambulances and trucks transporting medical supplies were hit and damaged, and three 
PRCS ambulances completely destroyed.  A number of aid workers were killed or 
wounded, including Arafa a 35-year-old science teacher and part-time volunteer who 
died as a result of injuries from shelling.  …The relationship between the Palestinian and 
Israeli societies working under the umbrella of the ICRC, is a moving testament to the 
dedication of their staff working in dangerous circumstances when their own family 
members may have been affected.  …ICRC staff accompanied farmers to their fields to 
increase their protection and allow them to work – crucially helping to protect the 
livelihoods of the 27% of Gaza's population that depends on agricultural employment. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2009/Supporting-the-Red-Cross-in-
Gaza/  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  

 
** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850707m.369-
375.html  
 

 

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  

 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

House of Lords Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90706-
0002.htm#0907064000456  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/048/amend/ml048-iv.htm  
 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2009/Supporting-the-Red-Cross-in-Gaza/
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2009/Supporting-the-Red-Cross-in-Gaza/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850707m.369-375.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850707m.369-375.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90706-0002.htm#0907064000456
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90706-0002.htm#0907064000456
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/048/amend/ml048-iv.htm
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European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 3 days 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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